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j HETHER there is fuch a 
one equivocal generati- 
oi, by which is to be underilood the 
oduttion of any new {pecies of ani- 
nals, independent of a parent flock 
of the fame kind, has been a fubje& 
»f controverfy among the learned. 
Some aflert the reality of this doc- 
rine; others as ftrenuoully reje& 
: the latter are now generally re- 
ted orthodox, among whom the 
lebrated dr, William Harvey, the 
rft difcoverer of the true circulation 
pf the blood, is juftly regarded as a 
incipal writer, Both he and his 
llowers affirm, that all living crea- 
ures are produced from an egg, fur- 
ifhed by the female, and fecunda- 
d by the male animal, 
From the knowledge acquired on 
this fubje&l, by the deep refearches 
»f Hippocrates, Galen,and Arillotle, 
mong the ancienis, and of Malpi- 
i, De Graaf, and, above all others, 
f the renowned Harvey before men- 
boned, among the moderns, this 
ottrine appears to be eltablifhed up- 
mn an extenfive induttion of fa&s, 
Kperiments, and obfervations, car- 
ying with them the force of convic- 
on, fo far as that induction reaches, 


verfality of the propofit:on, ts, thar a 
variety @f animals have been found, 
at different times, to exill in the be- 
dies of other animals, and in extras 
ordinary places, which neither the di fs 
coverers of thofe aniinals, nor others, 
have been able to trace with clearnefs 
and certainty, to what mankind in 
general can decm a probable or fatis- 


faftory origin. 

Whether it be owing to an impas 
tience to arrive at fome conclufion, 
which can ill brook the difficulties 
that fland in the way of fuch an ene 

uiry—or to the rarity of the cafes 
fall under the notice of perfons 
capable of making a thorough in- 
veltigation, and the tedious progrefs 
of experimental knowledge—or whee 
ther wt isthat we are apt to fuppofe 
the fubjei does not admit of make- 
pent certainty from she light of 
philofophy, I know not; but fome 
men have had recourfe to the doG&rine 
of equivocal ge: eration, to account 
for thofe productions; as Anflotle 
and his fullowers had, in other cafes, 
to certain occult qualiuies, aterm by 
which they have endeavoured to cone 
ceal their ignorance of what they 
could not explain, bur were unwil, 
ling to confels, Nor are there want- 
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and candid reader into groundlefs 
theones, 1 chrofe to refer all who 
doubt the fact, firll to the hflory of 
the Guinea worm, of which there 
dre inftances, and have feen one in 
the Pennfylvania hofpial, exiratied 
from the lex, feveral yards in length ; 
fecondly, to the well known h tlory 
of the jo:nred of rnog-wosm, bred in 
the liver of mrs. Holt, in this city, 
of near g inches in circumference, 
and go in length*, recorded in the 
London cedicel ears : this I have 
feen im the curious cabinet of that 
eminent anatomil, dr. Hunter, of 
London ; thirdly, to the engraving of 
a fimilar ene, large as life,. inferted 
in the fecond volume of the Edin- 
burgh medica! effays, plate gth; and 
faftly to autopfy, by examining the 
eye in queftion, which wall afford 
ocular demonfiration of the faa, 

I thall conclude this effay with 
Ome obfervaions of that prince of 
anaiomills in his day, the celcbra- 
ted Ruyfch, who, from a prattice of 
dilletion, continued for near eighty 
yea's, a fkill, diligence, and accura- 
¢y in exam aing mio morbid bordies, 
and a nicene(s in the art of difledi ng 
and injecting the vafcula: fyflem, ex- 
felled all his covemporares in uteful 
avatomical difcoveries, His tefimo- 
ny in thefe matiets was ever conhder~ 
ed by Boerhaave, by Haller, and 
évery medical wrvver fince, to be as 
inconteft ble amhoruy as tha: of any 
other wharever. 

In his 164 obfervation of volume 
the firft, he alf-ris wt to be proved by 
daily experience, “that worms may 
be generated in all parts of the bo- 
dv.” “ I frangled a dog,”” fays he, 
** that was very leveiy three hours afrer 
Being fed, wuh a view to examine the 


wore. 
® For an aceount of this inte- 


refling circumfance, fee American 
Mufcum, Vol, 11. page g70. 


lattea! or milk veff-ls, On : 
the belly of it, a hive wordinn al 
two {pans long, fh oped ow of x. | 
could difcover nothing arm {+ mm rhe 
omentum, ror any foluwon ip ihe 
cominuity of parts ; and beth the 
my fen ery and fines were found.” 
Agan, m oblervation he 
fay« “6 { have had room A, ob 
doutt, whether, as Harvey and he 
followers affiem, all atimels are pioe 
duced out of an egg, from worn 
be ng found in the arteries of liv ng 
horfes, at alio from worms feen iq 
the parenchyma or the glanduler fub. 
fiance, as it ts now called, of the 
liver; and alfo in the cyflic du@ and 
bihary pore of theep; and very of. 
ten in the gall bladder. 1 remember 
once to have feen them in the huma 
kidney, fuch as are more feats 
met with in the kidneys dogs, 
That worms have been fometimeg 

found in the brain, nobody can gai 
fay, who will be at the trouble & 
turning over the writings of authoq 
of high ae, 
y what paffages thofe animah, 
or therr eggs, were imfinuared imo 
the interior parts of the body, is nor 
eafy to determine, It not feew 
— that they could reach the 
orementioned places through the 
pores of the fkin, or the organs of 
refpiration, much lefs that their eggs 
were taken im at the mouh, and 
from thence proceeded to their re- 
fpeflive places ; nor yer ts it Whely 
they could rema:n entire in the flo. 
mach, where tn the procefs of chy- 
fication, there is a remarkable fer- 
menting, and a breaking down of 
the paris of che food : nwr can the 
chyl ferous or laéteal vefiels afford a 
paflage to the eggs in their route, 
And ely no living mortal has ever 
feen exactly fimilar worms out of the 
Here then we ought to c, w 
acknowledge our doubn, wll, if ever 
x pleale God, fome happy genies 
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pay arife, who, taking delight to 
fearch every particular, @ prierf, and 
with mathematica) precifion, thall be 
le to shrow clear and indubitable 
onthis abfltufe fubje&. M. D, 
Pisladciphia, May 26, 1782, 
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Sone farther account of the before men 
tioned horfe.—By ihe don, Francis 
Hophinfon, e/g. 

AVING been myfelfa witnef 
ro the follow ng curous fact, 

I thought « fhould no. paft unrecor- 

ded, efpecially as u occurred in tha 

cnty. 

. K tepert prevailed laft fummer that 

a horfe was to be feen which bad a 

hving ferpen in one of hs eyes. At 

eat Aifregarded this report : bet 
numbers of my acquaintance, who 
ha’ been to fee the horfe, confirming 
the acer . : oo or curr hey to 
» myfelf, taking a friend 1 ong 
oh me. ‘The hurfe was kept in 
Arch fireet, and belonged to a free 
prcto. | exarined the eye with 
ali the atteroon im my power, being 
nowy Aupofed so credit the com- 
mon rey ct, but rather expetiing to 
éc.eG atraud of vulgar prepudice ; 
1 was much furpe ‘e+, however, to 
fee a real living worm within the 
ball of the '.-r'e'seye. The worm 
was of a clear white colour, in fier 
aod appearance ch lke a piece of 
fine bobbin ; it feew 4d to be rom 
to g aches on length, which, however, 

@.'d not be duly afeertamed, is 

whole length never appearing at one 

time, but only fuch a portion a could 
be fren through the iris, which was 

gvatly dilated, The creature was m 

a onflant, lively, vermcular monon 5 
HeiruHes retiring fo deep into the 

tye, as to become mally imvifible, 

and »* ober umes approaching fo 

t or to the ins, as to become planty 

and diflinfly fren ; at te f fo much 

of it as was within the field of the 
wa, 1 could ave diflinguilh us bead, 


neither end being perfetily exh wed 
whiff veut t : and indeed ms 
moon was fo br fk and conan, 
that fo mice a ferutmy was nor to be 
expetted, The horfe’s eye was ex- 
ceedingly inflam-d, fwole, and rue 
ning ; 1 mean the mulfcles coetye 
ous to the eye bal, and fcemed wo 
gve bum grea’ pani fe hat we 
wih much d Mealy the eve could be 
kept open for more than a lew fe. 
conde at a tome ; and | was obliged 
to wach favourable momen fora 
d:Ainet view of hes tormenror, I be- 
bewe the borfe wes quire bi od om chat 
eye ; for it appeared as if all che hee 
mourn were confounded soge: ber, and 
that the worm had ne whole orb to 
range m, which, however, was not 
ofa diamerer fut. cent for the worm 
to extend uts full leogrh, ae far as 
could d@ fcever. The howeurs of the 

e¢ were begining to grow he 
tke a chilled idly, “eal Corene che 

ther fo afeerwards, a: 1 was im- 

med, 

As this it a very uncommon cir. 
cunmflance, and may affect fooe phie 
fofoptvcal doctrines, tm mach to be 
lamented that the horfe had not been 

urchafed, and the eye defferted for 
ter examination, That there was 
a hwrng, f¢lf mow ng worm wah 
the ball of the horfe's eye, free fram 
all decepron or mrflake, 1 am om & 
confident. How thi worm gortherr, 
or f bred in fo remarkable a place, 
where us parents came from, or how 
they conmnved to depefic ther t- 
men, of convey their ceg into ce 
eve of an horle, t leere for orbers 
detvermine,.— September 06, 1 >* 3. 
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The tree eaters ord cause of che tars 
oF comets, clacteeted ine retimnate 
aqrertsg wath ther [overall @hene 
weve. Py dv. Perdvws, of B dow. 

Prefatory abveriefemest, 

THE fubfance of the botiow ve of 

lay wae writes (oo alier the ay 
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grevenee of the comet of 1769, and 
own to a gentleman or two of 
chara@ter, as a philofophic amufe- 
ment, and the dies went no far- 
ther: but an hypothefis of a very 
different nature having lately ap- 
peared, and feeming to be taking 
place as a proper folution of the 
phenomena, the author thought him- 
felf interefted to publifh what he 
had fo far expofed, with a few al- 
terations, to fuit the jufl mentioned 
occafion. 

The fubje& in itfelf is, indeed, 
of litle importance : but right no- 
tions of the works and operati- 
ons cf nature are in many refpetts 
otherwife. Right notions of things 
improve the mind: anda juft man- 
ner of reafoning, @ poftertor?, even 
in the f{maller and lefs important 
Matters, capacitates it for determi- 
ning more fafely, in matters of 
greater weight: on the contrary, 
an eafy yielding to fpecious ap- 
pearances, and refting at the mere 
femblances of truth, corrupts and 
depraves it ; to which we may add, 
that leffer errors ever lead to greater, 

What there is of truth in the 
ca orye is, with all due re- 
pect, left to the judgment of thofe 
re verfed in the nature of things, 

y 

Their very humble fervant, 
THE AUTHOR, 


T HE defign of this fhort effay, 
is to fhow that the appearances, 
called tails of comefs, arife from a 
{pecial matter in their atmofpheres ; 
autiies in a flate of repulfion to 
the fun, and forced off by that lumi- 
nary, while thefe bodies are in the 
lower part of their orbits, 

‘Phe truth of this notion may ap- 

ear by obferving a little upon the 

apes, and the lengths of the tails ; 
but efpecially by the bend in thofe 
we pafs near the fun, in their peri- 

JODS, 


The tails have always been ober, 
ved to be direé and ftraight bodie 
excepting the bend in the foremen. 
tioned circumflance ; and neithe; 
one nor the other of thefe have eve 
been obferved {welled on the fides, 
or in the lealt degree oval : which 
fhows that their component. particle 
have no repulfion among themfelve; 
and, confequently, that they are no 
formed of any arial fubflance. [tis 
well known, that tne. particles of ar 
have a ftrong repulfion among then. 
felves, by which they mult have rep. 
dered thefe bodies tumid ; as, in cae 
they were only aimofpheres repelled, 
or upon being forced from theiry. 
trating centre, they would alway 
fpread wide, ull they vanithed af 
became invifible. I imagine noe 
will deny that the atmofpheres of i 
celeftial bodies are formed of ii, 
that of the fun not excepted ; how 
ever, I know of no obfervation the 
intimates any repellency between ther 
atmofpheres—or between the pu 
ticles of air and the fun, by wid 
the latter might be imagined 
drive away any part of the atm 
{phere of a comet from the head of 
it, There is, no doubt, a mutual r- 
pulfion between the fixed fars, thole 
other funs, by which they are hit 
dered from approaching one another; 
but it is otherwife between them 
their fyflems. The planets are 
traéted by the fun ; and nothing 
pears different from this in their 
mofpheres. 

All comets have atmofpheres : atl 
yet there are fome without a 
tails (as that of +770) although int 
proper fjmation to fhow them, The 
are properly termed bearded; ts 
others not fo, as particularly thie 
in oppofyion to the fun, in whid 
point all will appear bearded. ~~ 
the nuclei of the former have | 
of the repulfive matter in their com 
pofition ; or rather, they may be 
too cold a temperature to volaile 
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and diffufe itto the furface of their 
atmof{pheres, fo as to render it capa- 
ble of being difengaged by the fun’s 
repulfion, But not to dwell on this ; 
were the tails, really the effect of a 
repul fion of atmofpheres, there could 
be no comets without tails, fince all 
have atmofpheres, The conclufion 
is unavoidable : and this alone might, 
well enough, be elleemed a fufhicient 
refutation of atmo{pheric repulfion, 
and fhow the impropriety of arguing 
for it from the mutual repulfion of 
ele€tric atmofpheres to one another, 
which is plainly not applicable to 
rial atmofpheres, they being d ffer- 
ent fubltances, and governed by dif- 
ferent laws. And to what has been 
faid, we may add, that had the fun 
fuch power over thefe atmofpheres, 
asto drive them into tails, of fuch 
lengths as we often fee them, it 
would greatly leffen them round the 
heads of the comets ; whereas thefe 
remain the fame, if not increafing as 
they approach’ the fun. But 1 am, 
unawares, entered on the next article, 
which was to be confidered, viz. 
Thac the very great lengths of thefe 
bodiesil! agree with the notion of their 
’ atmofpheres being repelled, to return 
again round their proper centres, 
The fun’s attraétion is in proportion 
to its quantity of matter, and ex- 
tremely greater than any of the bo- 
diesin the fyftem; and it’s power of 
repulfion is the fame ; this being fo, 
whatever fubflance tt can drive from its 
near adhtrance to its attratting body, 
it will of neceffity drive quite away, 
never to return: every repetition 
of diflance, in the remove, mutt ren- 
der this etlett if poflble more cer- 
tain; perhaps more of this by and 


by. I fhall only add here, that the ° 


appearances, in the extremities of 
thefe luminous trains, {how that the 
folar repulfion does drive them quite 
off, if what we can perceive may be 
at alldepended on. We {ee the tails 
draw out to an evanefcent length ; or 


Vol. III, No, VI, 


rather growing thinner and thinner, 
till quite loft. They appear like a 
fiream of {moak carr d by the wind 
till it vanifhes ; or we may compare 
them to the {pires of the aurora borea- 
lis, which afcend and evidently vaniflt 
by avolation, 

It feems to me that thefe tails may 
be feen in the comet’s going off and 
coming on when at a dillance, in 
which the nucleus, or head, is {carce- 
ly, if at all, difcerrable. I had an 
accidental fight of that of 1744-5, 


- on the 4th or 5th or December pre- 


ceding it’s full appearance. The 
evening remarkably clear, the fiars 
attracted my attention, and dwelling 
a little on a certain conflellation, the 
eye catched a {mall white ftreak, but 
as foon loft it again ; thus a fecond 
and a third time with no better fuc- 
cefs. My fight then a little fatigued, 
I could not recover it again ; I there~ 
fore marked the place, expetting an- 
other opportunity ; but this not foon 
happening, it was forger, Two or 
three days before chriftmas, being 
told a comet appeared, I recurred to 
the place, and found it very plain to 
fight, and that it had moved two or 
three degrees towards the fun. What 
I perceived before, was only a fmalk 
fireak like a fhort needle; but the 
head, as well asthe tail, were now 
both vifible enough. I imagine at 
the firft time it was not far within 
the orbit of Jupiter, 

A young gentleman, at Haerlem, 
difcovered it in the lalt week of No- 
vember, but did nor, as { know of, 
give any account how it appeared to 
him. although probably afiilled with 
glaffes, which I had nor. Upon which 
permit.me to obferve, that it is to be 
regretted that our obfervers are fo 
fauliy in not giving more circumilan= 
tal accounts of what comes under 
their notice ; efpecially concerning 
things of which, they are fenfible, 
th: wor!d as greatly ata lof: : an er- 
roc by which mankind, more than 
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by aay thing elfe, have been. kept in 
ignorance of many things which 
might have been known ages ago. 

At the dflance this comet was, 
when I firil faw ut, uw muft have had 
avery confidcrable tal, otherwife it 
would have been taviftble. 1 fhall 
make lhuie ufe of {> tmperfett a 
fight as 1 had of at, rarher taking oc- 
calion to mention two or three things 
which it fuggeils, One of which is, 
tha: there feeins to be no more of 
atmofphere round the heads of co- 
mets at greater than leffer diflances, 
Another thing ts, the great repulfive 
force of the fun at that dillance, 
without which no tatl could have ap- 

eared ; for we cannot reafonably 
fuppofe that a mere atmofpheric re- 
pulfion, wereat real, would reach the 
thoufandi part of that ditance, 
zny more than that eleciri¢ atmo- 
{pheres would affect one another at 
any ¢onfiderable diflance, which 
they do not. So alfo, a tail at this 
di fiance, is a prefurmption of a pecu- 
liar matter repelled to form the tail, 
and upon which the whole folar body 
powerfully atts. 

I come now to confider the bend, 
which I efleem che flrongeft evidence 
for the truth of my notion, 

The comet of 1680 had, perbaps, 
the largefl bend of any one that has 
appeared in the courfe of time. It’s 
revolution, we are told, is 575 years, 
Sr ifaac informs us, that « pafled 
within one fixth of the diameter of 
the fun in it’s perhelion., Imagine 
then what a heat it muft fuffer, when 
at more than twenty times that dif- 
tance it will fet any combullibles 
immed ately on fire. But the things 
here to eur purpofe are the bend, 
and the motion of the tail when paf- 
fing the fun. : 

‘Lhe tail was well towards 100, 
©00,c00 miles in length; and in 
wheeling round the fun, mutt have 
{wept a quarter part of the heavens 
in one artificial day, in which the 


extremity of it moved at leat 9 
ooo miles in a minute of time, This 
velocity it fuddenly received upon 
u’s appulfe, and loit it as fudden| 
on it’s recefs from the fun, Such 
was the a*tion, and fuch the amazing 
changes of action, which can by no 
means be accounted for on the hypo- 
thefis of atmofpheric repulfion, We 
may contrive, and ialk very cleverly 
of the freedom for motion ina void 
andthe very traclable naiure of eral 
particles, to the leaft imaginable im. 
— ; and we may be highly de. 
ighted with our conclufions from de. 
ceitful principles ; but nature will 
not comply with our inventions; 
particles of air have gravity, and 
muit therefore have force to han 
them ; and, when put in motion in 
a void, foreign rehflance {to reduce 
them to a ftate of reft again ; al 
reafoning is here to no purpofe, un 
lefs we allow particles in a flate of 
repulfion to the fun, and capable of 
a flight, in fome degree, fimilar w 
the rays of light, and exceeding 
what we frequently fee in the auron 
borealis. 

Mr. Dale has given us the figure 
of fuch a bend as we are confidering; 
and if I remember right, fhows itto 
begin about, or but little below, the 
middle of the tail, according to fir 
Hfaac’s obfervation on the foremen- 
tioned comet ; and we may fuppole 
he has given it upon good authority, 
But in other things, which were fo- 
reign tothe defign, the figure is fan- 
ciful, too broad and fharp-pointed 
to agree with conflant obfervation ; 
a fault which writers and defigners 
are too frequently chargeable wih, 
and even in fuch things as requit 
the greatelt accuracy and precifon 
But it is time to make an end, hop- 
ing I have expreffed myfelf fo as 
be underftood, and that the reader's 
by this time fatisfted, that in cafe o 
a repulfion of atmofpheres, the bend 
mull, according to nature, begin # 
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the head of the comet, and that fuch 
an hypethefis will no ways account 
for any of the phenomena ; while on 
that of particles, in a flate of repul- 
fion to the fun, and conftantly paf- 
fing of from the atmofphere of the 
comet, there is no difficulty in ac- 
counting for all the appearances ; 
particularly that on this principle 
the bend fhould, naturally, be ata 
reater or alefs degree of diflance 
ue the head of the comet, accord- 
ing tothe time the nucleus takes in 
palling round the fun, and the velo- 
city of the avolating particles. But, 
fince a fhort {pace of time may 
change the direction of the tail, and 
different degrees of velocity will de- 
termine the place of the beginning 
bend, let it be fuppofed that thefe 
particles are four, feven, or ten mi- 
nutes in reaching a given diflance; 
the place of the bend will! then be 
ceterts manentibus, asthe times in- 
verfely, 

P, S. The writer did not fuppofe 
it neceflary to ufe any accurate cal- 
culations; his defign being only to 
givea fhort and general idea of the 
fubject, agreeable to the laws of 
pature, which we are acquainted 
with, 

—Dae22a— 
Remarks on the different ideas of 
mankind, re/petling the accepiation 


of the term, ** bufine/s.”” 


HERE is not any thing more 

dultcult to define than the 
meaning of the word bufinefs; for, 
it may be ind:fcriminately applied to 
every purfuit in which a mag Is en- 
gaged, whether of an jmportant or 
trifling nature; whether it relates to 
the accumulation, of property, or the 
difhpation of time. to acknowledge 
yourfelf to be wuhout bufinels in- 
deed, is to divulge that you are a 
ufelefs member of the creation ; and 
therefore we find that thofe who have 
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neither talents nor application adap- 
ted to the valuable occupations of 
hfe, are in the habit of making their 
very pleafures the fubjett of labour, 
and of magnifying the minute occur- 
rences of the day, into matters ** of 
great pith and moment.” 

Mankind, in this refpect, may, 
perhaps, be divided into cwo clalf-s, 
thofe who are bufy for themleives, 
which may be with or without proa, 
and thofe who are bufy for others, 
which may be with or without ine 
vitation, To tluiirate this propo- 
fition, permit me to delineare lowe 
living characters of both clalfes, 

Figit is the mult indetatigable 
merchant in the cuy. He boards 
every velfel tha: arrives in the har 
bour, through he has noreafon to exe 

ect a confiznment ; and ts general'y 
at the polt-office, as foon asthe marl, 
though he has no reaton tg expect a 
leer, He never walks hen he is 
in the flreets, nor firs itil when he is 
in aroom, In his counting-houle, 
indeed, he dances, perpeiually, from 
deik ta defk, to infect the ordinary 
entries of the clerks: and if he has 
but a commiffion for che purchafe of 
a fingle barrel of bread, you may 
trace him into every baker’s flop in 
the town before he has performed it. 
Tne loading or unloading of a veilet 
for ever prevents his being punctual 
to an engagement; and he once apo- 
logized to a lady for delaying her 
dinner three hours paft the appoint- 
ment, by affuring her that it had been 
the means of gaining him hix-pence 
on the price of a pincheon of run, 
In fhort, Figt conceives that the 
commerce of the {lace depends uoon 
his exertions, aud finds nore plealure 
in the ollentatious hurry of batnefs 
than in the receipt of its greatelt 
emoluments, [2 may therefore be 
ranked with thole men who are «f:- 
lefsly bufy for themielves, and wo 
think the fatigue of libour is us 
{weetelt confequence, 
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Of thofe chara&ters who are bufy 
for others, without deriving emoiu- 
ment from their labcars, we may 
conlider Peterkin Grunt, who has 
been called to the honourable fla- 
tion of a judge. In his official ea- 
pacity he i upon the bench puntiu- 
ally every day; but as heis fenfible 
that wifdom is the great attribute of 
a judge, and has diligently ftudied 
the maxim which fays, ** he is a 
wile man who [peaks firtte,” Peier- 
kin takes care, like the fagacious 
owl, to confine his wifdom to his 
looks and has never been known to 
give his op:mon mcourt, but upon the 
amportan: quelton of an adjournment, 

n private life, however, he difplays 
the naiural loquacioufnefs of his dilpo- 
fition, and delivers more law and poli- 
tics in an hour, than would be fufh- 
cient to fettle every caufe on the 
docket, amrne all the principles 
of a government, which has for fo 
Jong a time employed and_ perplexed 
the federal convention, It is true, 
that in thefe refpects he f{eldom a- 
grees with the opinions of lord Coke 
or mr. Locke ; but it would be as 
reafonable to expect that a man 
fhould be acquainted wiih a face 
that he never faw, as that he fhould 
underiland dotirines, which he never 
read. It is enough for the peace and 
fame of Peierkin’s life, that though 
a cypher himfelf, he has been able to 
add to the powers of a unit ; and he 
frequently boafls, with an honeft 
flow of {elf-approbation, that unlefs 
he had been feated at the prefident’s 
fide, the judicial bufinefs of the 
country could not have been tranf- 
afted. 

Amble is the hero of mobs, and a 
brawling member of clubs and affo- 
ciations, There is notumult in the 
fireet in which he is not bufy, and 
no criminal court in which he doesfnot 
appear as a party, juror, or witnefs, 
If acuftomer dist fhop, he finds 
more plealure in difcufling a point of 


politics with him, than in felling his 
wares, and thinks it a greater honour 
to hold a lantern on the night of an 
election, than to have commanded at 
the battle of Brandywine. By his 
anxiety for the public welfare, he 
has at length impaired his fortune ; 
and frequently negle¢ting his family 
in order to interfere in the quarrels 
of his neighbours, he has contracted a 
perpetual head-ach from the fractures 
and contufions, beltowed as the reward 
of his officioutnefs, Thus, it isas im- 
pollible to charge Amble with being 
idle, asit isto difcover either profi or 
delight in che buitle of his extflence, 

But of all the employments which 
are chofen to fupply the want of real 
bufinefs, that of dancing attendance 
at tea-tables, and engaging in the 
learned debates of female coteries 
upon a feather or a fan, is the mol 
ridiculous ; yet we find Renaldo,a 
perfon of literary talents and infor 
mation, purfuing this fyftem with a 
much eae as if it were produttive 
of the mofl fubftantial bleffing, | 
would not wifh to be mifunderftood; 
the fociety of the ladies is certainly 
capable of communicating the mof 
Sheed pleafure, and of elevating the 
palhons to the nobleft heights of fen- 
tment ; but female occupations and 
manners are as unbecoming a man, 
as the petticoat or the head drefs; 
and mrs. Jolly who engages in all 
the manly pleafures of the bottle, is 
not a more difgufting charatier, 
than Renaldo, who engages in all the 
little pleafures of the tea-cup, There 
are, indeed, fome men who feem de- 
figned for the performance of thofe 
trifling fervices, which it ts the pro- 
vince of the fair fex to impofe ; but 
Renaldo is not of that clafs, Nature 
has given him a heavy perfon and a 
louring afpe&, to which the habits 
of {cholaflic life have added an em- 
barrafled and ungraceful carriage, It 
has.coft him more pains to learn the 
Parifian bow, than it did to acquire 
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te Roman language ; and even at 
his hour, he cannot contrive to pay 
compliment without the ailfiflance 


'f Horace or Ovid. It feems then 


be the bufinefs of Renaldo’s life, 
counteraét thofe qualifications 
hich might render him an orna- 
ent of fociety 3 and he relts fatis- 
ed at the clofe of every day, with 
ereflexion of having filled a fpace 
mrs Prattle’s drawing-room, or 
having efcoried mrs. Palace, to 
r home, on the breaking up ofa 
a-party. With thefe exemplifica- 
ons of the pofition I have flated, I 
all clofe the prefent letter. In a 
w days L will perhaps furnith 
pne additional chara€ters and re- 
arks, 
HARRY HOGARTH. 
Philadelphia, Auguft 27th, 1787. 
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onfiderations of the late law of Penn- 

Jylvania, for mitigating the feveri- 
ty of the penal code of that flate— 
with fatisfalory reafons why its 
fuccefs has not equalled public ex- 
pettation—and proofs that as yet tt 
has not had a fair trial, 


A FT,ER a new fyflem of any 
kind, whether it be of law or 
ther nature, hath been adopted and 
ratifed upon, a review of its ope- 
tion and effeéts, made at certain 
riods, feems to be proper, in order 
judge of the experiment, and to 
lifcover the defetts, if any, in the 
ontrivance or execution of it: for 
Il the undertakings of mankind are 
orretted by experience, With this 
efign, I wifh to exhibit to the pub- 
ic, the refult within the city and 
ounty of Philadelphia, of the bene- 
olent att of the general aflembly, 
hich was publifhed on the 15th day 
of Sepiember 1786, for amending 
he penal laws of this flate, and ren- 
ering punifhments lefs fanguinary ; 


5s 


paffed in purfuance of the 98th and 
gth feétions of the conflitution of 
Penatyivania. 

As the city and its vicinity are the 
principal fcene of criminality in the 
commonwealth, a fketch of what has 
paffed under this law, in the city and 
county of Philadelphia, will beft elu- 
cidate the fubject. The following is 
therefore taken from a more detailed 
account, furnifhed in March lait, to 
a committee of the prefent general 
affembly, to which his matter was 
given in charge, to report thereon to 
the houfe. 

On infpeftion of the records of 
the feveral courts of criminal jurifs 
diction, within the city and county, 
viz. the courts of oyer and terminef, 
the county feflions of the peace, an 
the city court, it appeared, that be- 
tween the enacting of the new penal 
law in September 1786, and the 
gs5th day of October 1787, (a {pace 
which exatily comprehended the pro- 
ceedings of a year) 98 convittions 
under the fcheme took place. Thefe 
confifted of a variety of offences, ex- 
clufive of rape, arfon, and murder, 
which, together with treafon, are 
ftill referved, ifany had happened, 
for capital punifhment. Of thefe 98 
perfons, there had been o7 pardoned, 
17 had broken jail, and complecely 
e{caped, others who had got loofe, 
being recovered, and two had died ; 
fo that by lenity of government, and 
by efcapes, nearly one half of the 
offenders who were bronghtto juftice, 
had avoided punifhment, To afcer- 
tain the number of thofe, who, in the 
mean time, favoured by the tender- 
nefs of profecutors, want of evidence, 
non-attendance of witneffes, artful 
defence of counfel, and miftakes and 

relu€tance of jurors, had eluded juf- 
tice, is impoflible ; but, probably, it 
furpaffes the number of the convi- 
ed. This flatement fhows plainly 
enough, why the new plan, fuppofing 
it otherwife perfect, has not produ- 
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ced all the good effects expefled from 


it. The prefent fovereign of Rutha, 
in her inflructions to the commuilliun- 
ers appointed in 1769, to frame a 
new code of laws for the empire, lays 
down as a principle, that ** licen- 
tioufnels proceeds from negleéting \o 

nifh, not from punifhing with 
mildnefs.””’ If we apply this to the 
cafe before us, the reafons why the 
Jaze act has not been efficient, flare 
us in the face. The extreme facility 
with which pardons are obtained, 
muft have invited to crime. Yet 1t 
is fuppofed, that this perverfion of 
authority by gentlemen, whofe pecu- 
jiar bufinels it is ** to take care the 
laws be faithfully executed,’’ has pro- 
ceeded from the too great indulgence 
of human feclings ; a deeper infight 
of the fubjeAl, however, would have 
taught them that the mmpartial and 
flrict execution of the moderate {en- 
tences under this law, would be the 
truch exercife of mercy. 

The next half year, from the egth 
of October 1787, till the egth of 
March 1788, produced within the 
city and county 59 more convictions 
of this nature ; betides feveral re-con- 
vidtions of the pardoned, and of :hofe 
who had broken jail, but who were 
retaken. Of the 59 lalt mentioned, 
two had died in prifon; three only 
had been pardoned. For, by this 
time, fo many inilances had happened 
of the immediate return to crime of 
thofe forgiven, that this abufe of 
mercy, had, in fome meafure, proved 
its own anudote. Indeed, there can 
be little doubt, that, if the prefent 
moderate fcale of penalties, were 
generally inflicted, purfuant to the 
re{pective fentences, offences would 
diminihh, But in order to this, the 
council mult ‘not only forbear inter- 
pofing, unlefs in cafe of evident mif- 
take inthe verdiét, but the courts of 
jultice mult dirett ftritt enquiry con- 
cerning every efcape of thefe con- 
vitts from their keepers, ig osder chat 
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we may attain, as nearly as may be 
to that “* certainty of punta sen: 
which (nos the feyerity of it), ism 
moll powerfui reflrarat of crimes, 
To complete th.s ty tern of punah 
ment, in ea of whch, the cox 
mittee of general alfembiy repared 
it will be ri quite, (nata new pt 
particulatiy for thete conyirty, 
erected in the city of Philadteipy 
This fhould be of lize fu fac cm | 
afford room for labour wiitin coor 
In this houte, the condemned aghy 
be employed contlantly, during ing 
tume of hard troll, and of flormy 
weather, w.thout which the plan maf 
be very imperfect. Here, tivo, every 
hardened offender might, during ie 
night, Sundays and other necelley 
times of relaxation of labour, be hur 
up in filence, feparate from hus t- 
lows, and a proper d itribution and 
feverance made of the reth, accontg 
to their characters; thus preven 
the tatal corrup: 
which will be unaveoidabic, if te 
confiaement be prom fcuous. Hither. 
to the female criminal., condemeed 
to labour, have been pruden ly pi 
ced inthe work-houfe, where, 5 
faid, their earnings have been equi 
to the coll of the © food and clothe. 
The piace may perhaps, be wo im 
to feparate them, and fet them ¢ 
work properly. In the propofed nev 
prifon, the picking of oakum, chip- 
ping and a aor of logwood, fawiy 
of marble, and a variety of other le 
bours, might be contrived to fil! up 
the whole time of the convitis ; hows 
of neceflary reft and refrefiment es- 
cepted, Conflant work, whilll u pe 
fues and fulfils the fentence of ce 
law, will prevent onifchsef among Or 
prifoners, and relieve the cousty # 
the burden they bring upon tt. Ira 
obvious, that all intercourle wud 
wicked alfociates of thefe crigmas 
who are at large, fhould be prevenw* 
by a lofty inclofure, round this bu é- 
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*sIlnut and Sixth Areets, admits of 
» caly Oppertunny of imtg@xiucing 
rough the windows, fp rious le 

rs aod other improper arucles ua- 
Len by (he Keeper. 

In conlider:ng the event of this 
(heme, « fhould be recollected, that 
ine pudi c, at the time of aduopiing 

was encumbered by avery con- 

sble number of old 
spo had been hardened, noi reform. 


ottenders, 


d, by public whipping ; a8 to fome of 
vm ofien repeated, LTbat others 
ihefe bad men, had paff d through 
ae fcene of capual convitton and 
nence of deah, but from the le 
emt Ip rit of che comes, having elcap- 
sathe merited fuffering, bad, asus but 
no common, acquired a fearedefs 
fcentcience, and were now prepared 
forthe molt flagnoous deeds, Some 
{ ¢ach of were 
nen om attual 


thele deicripuotns, 


continedcnt > ener . | 


atye. Ine calendar 
oe 
Gci verted ti 


mit rain 


mh cute 
Qty 


weent 


pria. 


fenirnced ; 
aineo for their 
heers of pull 
nx, 


>here ey 


ted, with defign to accommodare all 
thu gs to the new pian. Many . 
thus procured ther releale, were foor 
fent back to prion, charged w 
new oflences—a circumilance tii 
a‘tended co, but which greatly | 

to furmtlh a fudden and large lilt « 
criminals under the new law. 

Thus, befides unforefeen obRactles, 
with which the experiment in purit 
prudence, has had to AMrugy 
fides the difficulty of finding at once 
propes labour and proper infpediors, 
and the want of room within doors 
to employ the objetts of it in bad 
weaiher—the plan has been dnde 
mined and counteracted by a profu- 
of pardons, and by an unac- 
countabie number of eleapes, If thele 
fatts be confidered, u w 
that the new plan has nor 
pay. Should pardons 
they have beer 


puns 


lor ptions 


wo 


le—be- 


hon 


’ 
ment, hk mex 








pete aniline 





gis Odfervations on the management of the female conviAs, 


in permitting the infli@ions of la- 
bour, to which burglars and robbers 
have been fentenced, will iffue death 
warrants with neceflary ftrittnefs up- 
on fuch offenders ; much lefs upon 
thofe who commit {malier crimes, if 
capital fentences were extended to 
them as they are in England. 

Yet, fuppofing the council fhould 
do all this, is capital punifhment ef- 
fectual in refraining the commifhion 
of crime? If the injured through 
compa‘lon fhould not forbear to 

rofecute—if jurors through comipaf- 
| as fhould not forget their oaths, and 
neither acquit the guilty, nor miti- 
gate the offence—and judges through 
compatlion fhould not refpite one 
half of the conviéts, and recom- 
mend them to mercy—if all chan- 
tes of efcape could be excluded—vet 
ought this courfe to be taken? The 
great Montefqitien, to fhew how uh- 
available cap:ral punifhment is, has 
inilanced in the cafe of foldiers de- 
ferting from an army, and he has 
fhewn that fince defertion has been 
punifhed with death, the offence has 
vallly increafed. This hath happen- 
éd, it will be fard, becaufe fuch an 
outrage on humanity, as the ftrict 
execution of this law would produce, 
has reduced the law toa dead letter: 
that impunity has encouraged the 
offence. Be it fo ; would not the re- 
newal and extending of capital in- 
Pidions turn out fo among us ? But 
bas the conflant and flritt execution 
of the fentence of death in England, 
in the cafe of forgery, firlt begun in 
1695, and fince gradually extended 
to aimolt every {pecies of it, been 
advantageous ? Do not modern in- 
fiances, fuch asthofe of the Perreau’s, 
dr. Dodd, Ryland, &c. &c. thew 
that it is far from being fuppreffed, 
tho’ no pardons have, in the mean 
times, weakenel the impreflion of 
thefe feverities P This crime, fo mif- 
chievous where paper credit abounds, 
has latcly been perpetrated in Eng- 


land by men in higher flations tha, 
formerly ; by fuch, as, from thei¢ 
connexi@ns and c rcumftances, were 
feemingly placed above the fufpicton 
of forgery : fo lite has the feverity 
of panifhment reftrained from the 
commillion of crime. 


Philadelphia, May 12, 1788, 
+: Se >> 


Obfervations on the management of 
the female convtéls, in the work. 


houJe, Philadelphia. 
‘2 judicious management of 


the female convitts, in the 
work-houfe of this city, under the 
new penal law, merits great appro. 
bation, Thefe women, who entered 
that prifon with diffolute difpef. 
tions, equally unwilling and incapa 
ble of engaging in any profitable 
employments, have, by a [trict bux 
not cruel fuperintendance, been gra 
dually reconciled to labour and in- 
duftry, and, bya patient attention, 
have been inflruéted in feveral ufeful 
and ingenious occupations. Befides 
furnifhing coarfe linen, and articles 
of fummer wear, fer the convittsof 
the other fex, a very confiderable 
quantity of fine linen has been made 
for public fale by this unhappy filter. 
hood, who were before ignorant in 
every branch of that manufatture, 
By fuch means, punifhment ts dirett- 
éd to its nobleft end—the reforma- 
tion of the offender; who having 
thus acquired a fkill by which an 
honelt livelihood may be obtained, 
will be under no temptation to 
return to the paths of vice ; and may 
hereafter make atonement to fociety 
for thofetranferetlions, which often- 
er proceeded from the want of repu- 
table refources, than from the mere 
depravity of che mind, 


Philadelphia, Jan. 3, 1788, 
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Remarks on the propriety of employing 
conuréls tn clearing the navigation 
of obftrutied rivers, 


HE punifhment of crimes, by 

forcing the criminals to labour 
for tha: community, which hey have 
injured, 1s ceriainly a more happy 
expedient for the prevention of pub- 
lic injuries, than any which has h ther- 
to been attempted. Bur whether the 
fervices of thofe unhappy people (who 
have, by our laws, been condemne 
to the barrow) are made as ufefal 
tothe flate as poflible—or whether 
the mode of employing them, is the 
beft calculated to bring them back 
tothe paths of virtue, or to deter others 
from the paths of vice—I confefs ap- 
cars to me a matter of fome doubt, 

The bufinefs of the wheelbarrow- 
men, as they are called, has been 
generally confined to cleaning certain 
parts of the city, levelling the roads, 
&c. They are well employed, but 
their labours have only benefited’a 
part of the flate, to the whole of 
which their fervices are due, 

The power of making thefe peo- 
ple beneficial to the ftate at large, I 
conceive, refts only with the legifla- 
ture :to that body, therefore, I beg 
leave to addrefs thefe remarks, 

The inland navigation of this flate 
ought, in my humble opinion, to be 
conficered by our rulers, asa matter 
of the greatelt moment: and every 
{cheme, propofed for the furtherance 
of this grand objeét, ought to be ta- 
ken into confideration, and, if found 
good, immediately adopted. Our 
population increafes bevond imagina- 
tion. Agriculture flourifhes : and the 
productions of the earth have, with- 
mn a very little time, become im- 
menfe, Our upper country is a gra- 
nary, where every thing neceflary to 
hfe is produced in aftonifhing quan- 
htes: and the farmer would have 
nothing to with, could the fruit of 
his labours receive a value, which 
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a ready tranfportation would give 
them. But, unhappily for him, the 
fireams are blocked up, and the 
depth of the great river is daily de- 
creafing. The obilruttions in the 
Mohawk can fcarcely be more de- 
trimental than they are a: prefent. 
Thofe in the Hudfon are increafing 
every moment ; notwithflanding the 
means that are ufed for their remos 
val—means which might prove fuc- 
ce(sful on a muddy botiom, but 
which can never fix the fluCtuating 
fand. Sume other mode mutt be 
adopted, fome ovher way found out, 
to prevent the defolation of Albany, 
and to increafe the value of the land- 
ed propery in the upper Country 5 
for on the increafe of property, de- 
pends the increafe of revenue, with- 
eut which, whether we fland alone, 
or link with others, our govern- 
ment will have no flrength. As in- 
land navigation, then, ts of confe~ 
quence to the profperity of the ftate, 
and asthe prefent attempt to deepen 
the Hudfon, will not, in my opinion 
fucceed—I beg leave, with all due 
deferencé, to offer a plan, which, 
with lefs expenfe, will produce the 
wifhed effett. I would propofe, that 
the criminals, who have forfeited 
their liberty to the public, fhould be 
collected from every part of the flare, 
and put upon this neceffary work ; 
that a number of flat-bottomed boats, 
fuficiently large for the purpofe, 
each with eight oars and a large 
fquare fail, fhould be furnifhed, m 
which the culprits, with a matter and 
neceflary aflillance, fhould be placed ; 
that thefe beats fhould be loaded 
with ftone, from the immenfe heaps 
which be on the weftern fhore of the 
river, for miles together ; that thofe 
flones fhould be carried to the Over- 
flangh, or wherever, in its vicinity, 
the river is fill'ng up, and there, be- 
tween the iflands, which only ferve to 
diftra&t the courfe of the waver, they 
fhould be unloaded, The confequence 
CG 
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would be, that the flream, fo long ufed 
to flow in ditlerent channels, being 
dammed iato one, would become more 
rapid, and its bed be kept clean from 
thofe fands, which, while the water 
had a flugeifh, various courfe, were 
rolied from one channel to the other. 

Independent of ihe benefice naviga- 
tion. would receive from this plan, 
thofe iflands, between which the dams 
were laid, would be joined together 
ina fhort fpace, by the valt quantity 
of fand, accumulated under cover of 
the dam ; and the property, which is 
now ielicned every flood, would be 
increated, 

‘The unhappy people, who are pro- 
pofed teput this plan in execution, 
retired im a certain degree from the 
world, far fron their vicious compa- 
nions, (the very fight of whom, un- 
pun fhed, ferves but to harden them 
in guilt) kept to hard and continual 
Jabour, under decent but firm matters, 
wou! l reflect upon their crimes, and 
refolve, when liberated, to become 
geod members of that foc.ety which 
they had injured. 

We are generally apt to imagine 
thofe punifhments inflicted at a dif- 
tance, and the extent of which is not 
fully known, to be much preater 
than they are. Lhe fancy, ever bufy, 
would paioc to thofe yet underetied 
iu their crimes, the fiiuation of their 
putty friends much worfe than death, 
‘Their fears would be alarmed, and 
dlop then in the full career of vice ; 
while, by the prefent mode of pu- 
wiihing, they fee the whole extent of 
what they bave to dread, the fight be- 
comes ha!)/ual, and lofes allits terrors, 

Thus it appears to me, that the 
puniihment of our criminals is not 
fo conducive to the welfare of the 
ate—is not fo well calculated to 
being back thofe who have erred— 
cr to prevent the ilraying of others 
from the paths of viriue—as in an 
alterationof the prefent mode might 
be expetied, TIMON, 


New York, Jan.19, 1788, 





Obfervations on the firtking advantas 
ges refulting from fentencing con- 
uidls to hard labour and /olttude,* 
Hope, near Manchefler, March 10, 

1787. 
Believe there is now little oc. 
cafion to imprefs upon the public 
fenfe, the great necefliuy of a {peedy 
and thorough reformation of our 
prifons, and the execution of the pe- 
nitentiary act of the 19th of the pre. 
fent kings The writings of amr, 

Howard and fir George Paul, and 

the labours of the late mr. juflice 

Blackflone, and the right honourable 

William Eden, have produced a ge. 

neral convittion in the minds of all 

ranks of people, on thefe great points, 

It may, however, be of fervice to 

point out the fuccefs of the {cheme 

of punifhment, by folitary imprifon. 
ment and hard labour, where it has 
been tried. I have now before me, 

‘a printed Lift of prifoners under 

confinement, and fentenced to hard 

labour, in the caltle jatl, and Bride. 
well of the county of Oxford ; with 
an account of their earnings, expen- 
fes of maintenance, materials for 
work, clothes, overlooking, &c. from 

January 23, 1786, to January 17, 

1787. 

Lhis paper is divided into eleven 
columns, containing the namés of 


NO T 8. 


* Although this piece, at firf view, 
may appearnot to fall wtihinthe plan 
of the Mufeum, yet the tmportance of 
the [ubjedt, and the probability thatu 
willas it ought, attract the feriousal- 
tention of moft, if not all, of the legi- 
fatures in the untoa, are prefumed 
be fuffictent apology for the printer's 
introductng tt, with the three preced- 
tng /peculations, To grow wife by the 
experience Of others, ts the province if 
a feleéi few—and itis to be hoped thet 
America will profit by the wtfdom 4 
wellasby theerrorsofherparent.—b 
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the prifoners, their ages, punifhments, 
crimes, when difcharged, total earn- 
ings, expenfe ef clothes and extra 
food, expenfe in county allowance 
for bread, behaviour, | general re- 
marks. 

A fingle inflance will illuftra 
table. 

* Jofeph Parifh, aged 19 years, 
comm'tted to hard Jabour tor four 
years for a highway robbery, March 
10, 1786. His fentence afterwards 
remitted by his majefly on account 
of his goed behaviour, to three years 
and a half, Total earnings. 141. 105, 
8d. clothes and extra food 61. 6s. 4d, 
allowance for bread gl. os. 6d, in- 
duflrious, now at hard labour.”’ 

The number of prifoners commit- 
ted in the above period to hard la- 
hour, was 45; and many of them for 
feven, four, three, two, and one 
years, and for great offences. On 
looking over the columns of offences 
and general remarks, I obferved that 
g7are defcribed as induflrious, Of 
many of thefe, it is further faid, that 
they have been very diligent, end re- 
markably good ; that they had been 
rewarded, and had whipping and 


te this 


w! 
part of their terms remitted by his 
majelly, on the recommendation of 
the vifiting magiflrates, ‘Their ge- 
neral account flands thus, ard I am 
credibly informed that their earnings 
have been much under-rated. 

. 
Expenfes for bread, 58 18 
Ditto in clothes and 

extra feeding, 

Overlooking, 
Materials for work, &c. 


Total earnings, 
Total expenfe, 


Baiance faved to the 
county, above every 
exnenfe wuatever, 


Five of the befl of thefe conviéls 
were employed as a porter. a mafon, 
a‘carpenter, (in the new buildings) 
a taylor, and a cook. The mafon 
earned 10s, a week, and the carpen- 
ter as much, 

One Motes Hutton, aged a9 years, 
committed for i2 months, and to be 
feverely whipped, for felony, was fo 
remarkably good, that he was ap- 
pointed porter, and had the whip- 

ing. and half of his time remitted to 
ea by the mercy of the king ; ande 
at his difcharge, was rewarded, and 
completely clothed, 

The following N. B. is added to 
the bottom of the If, ** the above 
report was made atthe lafl epiphany 
f-lhon, and was then ordered to be 
printed, and tobe fent to the lord- 
lieutenant, the atting mag: firates 
of the county, and foremen of the 
grand jury, at the next lent affizes. 
And the jufiices then prefenr, willing 


‘to give every encouragement to the 


general plan of reform now going 
on atthe cafftle jail, and to fuch con- 
vidts as fha!l conduft themfelves to 
the fatisfattion ard enprobation of 
the commmttee appointed to fuperin- 
tend the management of the calle 
jail, unanimoufly agreed to open an 
annual fubfcripnon, by mact- 
{flrates and other gentlemen of the 
county, for pecuniary rewards on the 
difcharge of indullrous  priferere, 
and for prifon charities in general.”’ 
(See sgth Geo, IL]. c, 74. fect. a7, 
49, 56.) 

Phis account proves the wfdom 
and humamiiy of the mode of pu- 
nifhing felons by foluary imprifon- 
ment and hard labour, Its tendency 
to reformation ts evident; manv at 
Oxford, at Wymondham in Nor- 
folk, have been reclaimed ; and the 
produét of their labour has more than 
repaid all the expenf{és of their clothes 
and food. But this product onghe 
not merely to be eflimated as a fa- 
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nings above the expenfe ; becaufe 
the whole amount of their earnings 
fhould be confidered as attual gain 
to the community, which thus derives 
the great advantage of {fo much pro- 
duttive labour from a fet of men, 
who would otherwife be loft to their 
country, as tranfports, or remain a 
heavy burden upon itin the bulks or 
in the wretched jails, in which they 
have hitherio been confined, 

There 1s nothing in this plan that 
endangers their health or lives, or 
addsto the limited and defined cir- 
cumilances of their fenteaces. Their 
feparaiion prevents evil communica- 
tions, and flops the cowntagion of 
villainy, Their food, raiment, and 
lodging are clean and wholefome. 
Their labour tends alfo to preferve 
their health, and they have the bene- 
fit of religious inflruction, Yet, a 
long and #tritt confinement in a foli- 
tary cell, without the fociety or con- 
verfe of their fellow creatures, anda 
perpetual tafk of hard labour, feverely 
enforced, muft bea terrible punifh- 
ment to thefe convitts, and exhibita 
continued’ and powerfal example to 
derer others from the crimes for 
which they fuffer. . 

r, B. BAYLEY, 


—2aea=>— 


Obfervations on flk worms: recom- 
mended for publication by the com- 
mittre of the American academy of 
arts and {crences, upon agriculture, 


HE raifing of {ilk worms, and 

the maaufatture of filk are as 
prafticable in this country as in any 
other; and, 1f atiended to, may be 
greatly beneficial to it. With refpeét 
to the feeding and management of 
the worms, 1 may be the work of 
children, under the direction of fome 
intelligent perfon, Ir has been larely 
fund. that the greater part of their 
food may be the garden lettuce, on 


which, with a certain proportion of 
mulberry leaves, they will thrive 
well ; but it is not improbable, that 
lettuce alone would anfwer. The 
mulberry tree, however, can be pro. 
pagated here at pleafure: it is of a 
quick growth; and large plantatiens 
of them might be had in a few years, 
If by further experiments it fhould 
be found, that lettuce alone would 
anfwer for the food of thefe infees 
there would be no neceflity, in order 
to an extenfive propagation: of them, 
and a proportionable increafe of filk 
to wait for the growth of fuch plan. 
taions, 

‘The confderation of this fubje4 
is recommended to gentlemen and 
ladies in the country; for whofe 
information the following obferva. 
tions upon it, made by a lady in 
England, are extratted from the 
monthly review for December 1786; 
being taken from the fourth volume 
of the tranfatiions of the fociety for 
encouraging of arts, manufactures, 
and commerce, 

*© The breeding of filk worms, 
with a view to profit in manufaétures, 
was only introduced into France by 
Henry LV. in the beginning of the 
fixteenth century, contrary to the ad- 
vice and opinion of Sully, who often 
remonflrated with his clear-fighted 
matler aga'nft that projeét, becaufe 
he deemed it a chimerical undertak- 
ing to attempt to rear them in fuch 
a cold climate as France. Experience 
kas now fufhciently proved, that the 
enterprifing monarch judged more 
wifely than the fage and cautious 
minifter; as it is well known that 
France now produces filk in_ very 
coniiderable quantities. But though 
France happily fucceeded in this 
hopelefs experiment, as it was judged 
at the time, fcarcely an idea feems 
ever to have been ferioufly entertatn- 
ed by any one, that it was pofhble 
to rear the filk worm, with a view to 
profit, in this country ; or to elftablifh 
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the filk manufaflure on the produce 
of Britain. Yet we think the fatls 
afcertained by the ingenious and 
fpirited mifs Rhodes, co far to prove 
that it is not only pofhible to rear filk 
worms on the produce of this coun- 
try, with a view to profit, but that it 
js even highly probable that they 
may be here reared with equal, if net 
with greater advantage than in Italy 
and other warm countries, where, 
only, until very lately, it was be- 
lieved they ever could be bred, 

* That the reader may be enabled 
to judge for himfelf in regard to this 
particular, let him be informed, that 
our fair, experimenter difcovered, in 
the firlt place, that the eggs may be 
preferved ina dormant ftate, in this 
climate, with the greateft eafe, as 
Jong as you choofe ; and that they can 
be brought to hfe whenever you in- 
cline, during the fummer months, by 
merely expofing them to the rays of 
the fun ; fe that there is no danger 
of their coming before the food pro- 
vided for them, has been produced, 
or of their remaining dormant, wh.le 
it is in perfection, 

** In the fecond place, fhe has alfo 


found, that in the cool temperature’ 


of our fummer air, the chryfalis re- 
mains fo long in a dormant flate, 
that fufficient time is allowed to 
wind off the filk without killing it: 
whereas in warm climates, where their 
revivification is much quicker, there 
isa neceflity of killing the chryfalis, 
by expofing it to the heat ofan oven, 
fora certain length of time, before 
the cones are wound off (boring 
water is not fufficient to kill it) to 
prevent them from eating their way 
through the cone. The filk, by the 
heat it is thus made to fuftain, is con- 
fiderably damaged, which rever needs 
be done in this country. 

*“*TL1. Where it is neceffary to kill 
the chryfalis, in all thofe cones in- 
tended for the beft filk, it becomes 
neceflary alfo to fele@ a fuflcient 
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number of the largeft and beft cones, 
that they may be preferved for pros 
ducing eggs. All thefe cones, there- 
fore, are deftroyed, and the filk of 
them in a great meafure walled by 
the holes that the moth eats through 
the cones when hatched ; and thus a 
great wafte is incurred, wich with 
us would be entirely prevenred. 

“TV, Wiha view to lofe as little 
as poflible in this way, thofe who rear 
filk worms, in warm climates, fuller 
no more moths to be produced, than 
are fuflicrent to lay the number of 
eggs that are barely neceflary for 
keeping up their flock of worms; 
fo that, if any accident happens, 
either to thefe eggs, or to the worms, 
after they are hatched, they mull, for 
that feafon, lofe the whole produge of 
their hik worms, But as, a A 
land, the eggs of all the moths, 
without excepiion, might be preferved, 
if neceflary, without any walle what- 
ever of the filk, itis unpoffible thae 
thofe who may here follow this bufi- 
nefs, fhould ever be fubjected to the 
inconvenience abovemenuoned, 

** VV. It 1s found by experience, 
that thunder is extremely prejudiciat 
to the filk worms; fo that many 
millions of them may be killed by a 
thunder florm ; and withthem, the 
filk they ought to have produced, is 
entirely loft, But as thunder is much 
more frequent, as well as more vio- 
lent, in warm eountries than in Eng- 
land, the lofs arifing from accidents 
of this “nature mufl be there much 
ofiener experienced than here ; fothat 
our chance of fuccefs muft be much 
greater, on this account, than theirs, 

* From all thefe confiderations, it 
would feem, that filk worms may be 
reared in Great Britain, with equal 
if not with greater probability of 
fuccefs, than in thofe countries, 
where they have been hitherto reared, 
with a view to profit in manufac. 
tures; and this opinion is confirmed 
by the obferyations that follow ; 
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‘© Mifs Rhodes has found, that the 
fiik worm can be fed upon iettuce, 
and kept in perfert good healin on 
thai food alone, for four out of five 
weeks, that it ufually exifls in the 
vermicular flate ; fo that at requires 
only to be fed about one week on 
mulberry leaves. Now, if it be 
confidered, that mulberry trees can 
bear the climate of Britain perfectly 

well, fo as to produce leaves in as 
great abundance here during the 
fummer months, as perhaps in any 
part of the globe, it feems impo flible 
to dens , thatraw fiilkcan be produced 
here, 'nany quantity that might be 
judz ed proper, at as low a price, or 
P ihibly iower, ihan in thofe parts of 
the world irom whence we at prefent 
obtain it, oul ithe following {yttem 
of economy, or fomething like u, 
be adopre 1, 

** Tt was found by exngriment, by 
mife R, that ten thoufand fik-worms 
coofumed,in aday, about one bulhiel 
of teeth mulberry leaves. Now, ict 
us, for example, fuppofe that a plan- 
tation of mulberries was made of 
fuch an extent, as to yield ten bufhels 
of leaves a day during four months 
each year. In this cafe, it would 
proper for the owner to hatch about 
a nundred thoufand egzs, four weeks 
before the mulberry leaves fhould 
have attained ther full perfection ; 
the worms to be fed during thefe four 
weeks on lettuce. Ar the end of a 
week or ten days, or (tor tne prefent, 
fav) a fortnight, let another hatching 
of the fame number be made. Thefe 
would be ready to take the mulberry 
Jeaves afier the former brood had be- 
unto fpte, And if ancther hateh- 
ing fucceeded thefe, and fo on 
through the whole featon, it ts plain, 
thatihus the mulberry plantation, (a 


fulhcvent fupply of lettuce being al- 
wavs kept up at the fame time) could 
rear in one feafon, at leall enghe (it 


might be fixteen) broods; but we 


fraticall at ten, that is 


= ain ae 
? One Musson 
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of worms in a feafon. Whereas, in 
the way they are at prefent managed 
in Italy, that planiarion could have 
ae no more than one hundred 
houfand ; becaufe, in as far as we can 
tort ine matives of thele countries 
never have been in the prattice o 
trying to preferve the é€ggs beyon 
the ime the natural heat of ibe Chie 
mate produces them; fo that the 
whole brood comes into life at one 
time; and that number never cas 
exceed that wnmich their food is capa. 
ble to fuilain at once, which, by the 
{uppofition, was a humired thoufand, 

** We are now allo brought to fee 
of what importance it 18 to be able wo 


’ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
. 


preferve an imexhaulliole fore of 
eggs, without any expenfe, becaule 
thefe are always in par nels to be 
hatched m any q santss oat the 


{upply of food may indicate io be nee 


ceflary : and ia cafe ot the deftrue 
tion of ar y stg of od by 
th inder orany 0 her accd tl, tha 
lofs ite be fpeedily reimeved, 
harching a new brood to fupply thee 
pia ec. 

** We may alfo obferve, that, con- 
fidered asa manufatture, calculated 
£0 give employment to women and 
children, many would be the ad- 
vantages from rearing in, fuc- 

hve broods, as is here propofed 
See Great Britaia. in comparifon of 


the 


them 


having the whole at once, as in 
other countrie . In the fir wa . 
conflantemployment would be given 
for the neceflary hands, for many 
months, without any extraordinary 


hurry at one time, the feweral broods 
coming io regular fuccelhon ; forhat 
the concs of one brood would yull be 
finifhed, when an was ready t 
begin : whereas tn the other cafe, all 
the work comes on at one 


which then occafions a hurry,—and 


uher 


tim, 


idiene{s afterwards mull enfu-, 
*’ We have e: iarged a lute on 
this important article, with a view 


bring cae fubjett as generally 
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Gble under the confiderarion of the 
public, and to induce fome enterpr- 
ung wdividual to make tal of a 
plantation of mulberrnes on the plan 
vere developed. We fthall bretiy 
acnpnon a few other paruculars, tak- 
ean notrce otf by our annabic conduc- 
ccisim thas plealing excurhon, 
* Mls R. found by accurate ex- 
periment, that a hinge cone of her 
iA, produced trom a2 worm tat had 
wen led Oniy mulberry 
$. y i¢aded a thread ottour hun- 
and tour yards um length, 
when dry, wembhed three 
gros. But upon an average, the 
tuund that u requ red thice 
buadred and fixty cones to yeild an 
ounce of tile ; mdependent eof 


unc week on 
rave 
died 


whi. nt, 
avout 


the 
: ilk round the cones, and other 
telute fiik, that carced, 
whch os at leat equal in wengh: to 
ue pure hin ; to that, m all, thtee 
sdreG and fixty 


eubees ot hi Bs th 


mull be 


cones anit 


mcfuie 


yieia 
e and 
wgeiher. 

Milfs Rhodes takes notce of one 
peculiarity aticoding the 
aves wat new to ws, it 


rts erry 
» inat 
tvat 
nat le af, cacept ine 


no anima! icems t orey 
hik- worm, 
oher 


wa’ 


d any 


$s, that 


treed ? though mvt quadrupeds 
fule theic, we 
ravbus preter them to apoil 
pans, 

* We congratulate mils Rhodes 
on the hoeear that the bas a yu red 
by tbele Caperiments ; and bh pe 
wiil have the happineis of tk ‘- 
ny to 


bave wolery 
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Letter on the advantages of introdu- 
cing the ufe of {mall beer generaily 
into the country. Addreffcd by John 
Beale Bordley, ¢/q. to the Philadel- 
ghia foctety for promoting agricul- 
ture and rural effairs—and pub- 
lifhed by thetr order. 


Geutlemen, . 
OUR defign comprehending 
whatever concerns the intereit 

or economy of the American far- 
mer, a paper which recommends to 
him. any practice fuccetsfully etta- 
blifhed in other countries, 1s mot im- 
properly addrefled to you. The prac- 
tice | mean, is that of brewing malt- 
beer, which has fo generally obtained 
among the farmers in England. 

Spiritous liquors have heen found 

as fatalto virtue as to health ; and, 
in every country, the free ufe of 
them among the common people, has 
deftroved the faculties of both foul 
and body. Any propofal, then, which 
has for its object a change of a de- 
flruttive beverage, for a delicious 
and wholefome drink, is entitled to 
a favourable reception, and is equal- 
ly worthy of the regard of our ru- 
Jers and minifters of religion : for the 
{tate has an intereft in the vigour and 
firength of its people ; and religion 
fubfiits but to litle purpofe without 
orals. } 
gs When it isa fa&, generally admit- 
ted, that the common ufe of malt- 
beer is a promoter of health and vi- 
gour in the people of the northern 
nations of Europe, and that the far- 
mers in England brew their own 
beer, we may well believe that to 
introduce the practice here, would be 
an important good to the people of 
this country alfo ; efpeciaily as the 
American farmer would thereby be 
freed from the neceffity of expending 
his money for foreign fpiriis, which 
every fefious perfon fees with forrow 
is the canker of health and of happi- 
nefs in many fam Les in this country, 


It iseafy to raife objettions :—j 
is manly to overcome dithculties, Iq 
the prefent cale, there is but one dif. 
ficulty imagined :—‘* We cannot get 
malt.’’ This is an obflacle eafily to 
be furmounted ; it is in the power 
of our Jegrflators to introduce mak: 
for general ufe, throughout the flates 
in a fhort time ; whereas, if it be 
left'to chance, or to the example of 
exhortations of individuals, the ac. 
quilition is probably fome hundred 
years diftanr, 

At the commencement of the re. 
volution war, it {truck me, that the 
brewing of beer at home ought tobe 
a fine qua non among farmers here, a 
well as in Europe ; and I was the 
more confirmed in this opinion, when 
I perceived, from my own little prac. 
tice, that the knowledge of malting 
and brewing was fo eafily acquired, 
as to become familiar to my com 
mon fervants : hénce it is eviden 
to me, that any perfon may readily 
learn botn how to malt, and how 
to brew. But, there are reafons why 
here, as in England, it is bedt tha 
the farmer fhould buy the malt te 
wants. That he may do this, mat 
mult previoufly be introduced fome 
where within his reach : and to bring 
that about, it ought in my humble 
opinion to be taken up, firlt by the 
people! of the county defiring it; 
who will apply to their general af- 
fembly, for a malt-work to be erec- 
ted at the expenfe and for the ufe of 
the county, under proper regulations, 
adapted to the delfign, 

1 have thought of a f{cheme of 
fuch a county malt-work, and .of 
principles and regulations by which 
1 may be condutted to the belt pur- 
pole ; inthe execution whereof, the 
expenfe need not be great, and can- 
not far, if at all,exceed the income 
of it. ‘The convenience of fucha 
county work will render the coft of 
malt lefsin this way to the farmer, 
than if he made it at home; nor need 
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Account of the palma chrifli, 


he expend his cafh about it, as an 
exchange of malt for barley will be 
referred by the malfter, Whatever 
Bail be ganed in the bufinefs, is to 
be carried ve the credit of the county. 
It is hoped there would be fome 
gain ; becaufe in the beer countries 
of Europe, moft of their malt is pur- 
chafed from perfons who carry on 
malt works at their private expenfe ; 
which ftrongly implies a gain on the 
bufinefs, Some malfters exchange 
malt for barley, bufhel for buthel, 
fer their profit:—but it is probable 
the honeft maliter would find his ad- 
vantage from it rather {mall. There 
is a practice by others of blowing 
up malt, in which cafe meafure for 
meafure may give a fufhicient income, 
On the other hand, where (as I have 
known prattifed) twelve pence more- 
over is taken, there the maliter gains 
immoderately ; or elfe he malts im- 
perfectly, to render fuch addition 
neceflary for giving him a {uflicient 
profit. 

Under fuch a public work, every 
perfon of the county, from the lowe 
eft tenant to the greatell farmer, who 
fhall grow a few buthels of barley, 
can have malt without app!ying cath. 
He only carries his bags of barley to 
the work, and returns with them full 
of malt, ‘The brewing it into beer 
to his own fancy foon becomes fami- 
liar, and it will be pleafing to his 
good wife and family. Until the 
farmer fha! raife hops, hoarhound 
will be a wholefome fubttitute. This 
drink is more certainly to be acqui- 
red than cyder; barley being har- 
dy againft every enemy to grain 
while growing, except water-holding 
grounds, So fhall every farmer of 
the county, adopting the detign, be 
independent of the caterpillar and 
other ufual enemies to the apple, 
and alfo independent of foreign 
countries, for a wholefome home- 
brewed drink at his own command! 

From the experience of {everal 
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harvefls, in which a light beer was 
the only drink of the people, except- 
ing wa'er, rum being totally exclu- 
ded, beer proved to be the molt fa- 
tisfattory, profitable and wholefome 
liquor that’ my peop'e have ever 
had at their harveit : they every way 
preferit. It is pleafing to fee how 
much more cheerfully, ileadily, and 
orderly, they go through the whole 
harvell, than they did when rum 
was ufed—that quick, wildfire cor- 
dial, which fo haltily raifes the peo- 


_ ple up to excels, and often difables 


them for future reaping for days, 
and even entire harveits. I have only 
further to obferve, that beer is the 
harveit drink in the northern coun- 
tries of Europe, generally, as I am 
informed. ° 
With hearty inclinations to fecond 
the defigns and endeavours of your fo- 
ciety im promoting the happine(s of 
American hufhaidmen, I am, gen- 
tlemen, yoor frend, 
Maryland, Jan. 14, 1786. 


—_22e-— 


To the editor of the American 
Mufeum. 

THE following account of the palma 
chrifti, is communicated to the 
royal fociety of London, ina let 
terto fhe Jofeph Banks, P. R. §, 
from dr. Simmons, It is in “* an 
account of medical plants grow- 
ing in Jamaica’’—by William 
Wright, M. D. F.R.S. and of 
the royal college of phyficians and 
royal fociety of Edinburgh. As 
the palmachrillt grows very luxu- 
riantly in our climate, you are re- 
quelled to devoie a page or two of 
your ufeful repofitory to this arti- 
cle. It has been cultivated by ma- 
ny gentlemen of this flate in their 
gardens, as a rare plant; having 
been introduced into Pennfylvania 
but a few years before the revolu- 
tion. I have frequently feen the 
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plant in our gadens, It appears 
to be hardy; and the cultivation 
of it requires very little attention, 

rovided the feed be fown in a 
i ht, rich foil, The propagation 
of this valuable plant in thefe ttates 
well deferves the notice and care of 
our farming gentlemen, W.B. 


Account of the palma chrifti, er tree 
that produces the caftor otf nut. 


— tree is of fpeedy growth ; 
as, im one year, it arrives at us 
full height, which feldom exceeds 
twenty feet. The trunk is fubligne- 
ous ; the pith is large ; the leaves 
broad and mehiniede the flower 
{pike is fimple; and thickly fet with 
yellow bloffoms in the hens of a 
cone; the capfules are triangular 
and prickly, containing three {mooth 
grey mottled feeds, 

When the bunches begin to turn 
black, they are gathered, dried in 
the fun, and the feeds picked out, 
They are afterwards put up for ufe, 
as wanted, or for exporiation, 

Caflor oil is obtained exher by 
expreflion or by decoftion. The firft 
method 1s praftifed in England ; the 
Jatter in Jamaica. It is common fir 
to parch the nuts or feeds in an iron 
pot over the fire: but this gives the 
oilan empyreumatic tafle, fmell, and 
colour; and it is beil prepared in 
this manner : 

A large iron pot or boiler is firft 

repared, and half filled with water. 
The nuts are then beaten in parcels, 
in deep wocden mortars, and afier a 

uantity is beaten, it is thrown into 
the iron velfel, The fire is then light- 
ed, and the | quor is gently boiled for 
two hours, and kept conflanily ftirred. 
About this time, the oil begins to 
feparate, and {wims on the top, mix- 
ed witha white froth, and ts fkim- 
med off, ull no more rifes, The 
fkimmings are heated 1m a {mall tron 
pot, and firained through a cloth, 


When cold, it is put up in jars or 
bottles for ufe. 

Caftor oil, thus made, is clear and 
well flavoured ; and, if put into pro. 
per bottles, will keep {weet for years, 

The expreffed caflor oil foon turns 
rancid, becaufe the mucilaginous 
and acrid parts of the nut are {queez. 
ed out with the oil, On this ac. 
count, } give the preference to well 
prepared oil by decoétion, 

n Englith gallon of the feecg 
yields about two pounds of oi, 
which is a great proportion. 

Before the difturbances in Amerie 
ca, the planters imported train oil 
for lamps and other purpofes about 
fugar-works, It is now found that 
the caflor oil can be procured a 
cheap as the fith oil of America. It 
burns clearer, and has not any offens 
five f{mell. This oil, too, is fit for 
all the purpofes of the painter, or for 
the apothecary, in ointments and 
plafters, 

As a medicine, it purges without 
flimulus ; and is fo mild as to be 
given to infants foon after birth, te 
purge off the meconium, All oils 
are nox:ous to infetis: but the caflor 
oil kills and expels them. Ic is gee. 
nerally given as a purge after ubing 
the cabbage bark fome days. 

In conftipation and belly-ach, this 
oil is ufed with remarkable fuccefs, 
It fits well on the flomach, allays the 
{pafm, and brings about & plentiful 
evacuation by ftool, efpecially if at 
the fame time fomentations, or the 
warm bath, are ufed, 

Belly-ach is at prefent lefs frequent 
in Jamaica than formerly, owing to 
feveral caufes, The inhabitanis, in 
general, live better and drink better: 
lquors, But the excefhive drinking 
of new rum flill makes it frequent a- 
mong foldiers, failors, and the low 
er order of white people, I have 
known it happen too from vifceral 
obftruétions, after intermitients, of 
March fevers, in Jamaica. 
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Laws made in the dominion of New Haven, et its firft fettlement. gag 


Lows made tn the dominion of New 
Haven, at its firft fettlement. 


T! E governor and magiftrates, 
convened in general affembly, 
are the fupreme power under God 
of this independent dominion, 

From the determination of the af- 
fembly no appeal fhall be made, 

The governor is amenable to the 
voice of the people. 

The governor fhall have a fingle 
vote in determining any queltion, 


except a calling voce, when the af- | 


fembly fhall be equally divided. 

The affembly of the people fhall 
not be difmiffed by the governor, but 
fhali difmifs itfelf, 

Confpiracy againft this dominion 
fhall be punifhed with death, 

Whofoever fays there is a power 
and jurifdiétion above and over this 
dominion, fhall fufler death and lofs 
of property. 

Whoever attempts to change of 
overturn this dominion, fhall fuffer 
death, 

The judges fhall determine con- 
troverfies without a jury. 

No one fhall be a freeman, or 
give a vote, unlefs he be converted, 
anda member in full communion of 
one of the churches allowed in this 
dominion. ; 

Each freeman fhall fwear by the 
bleed God to beartrue allegiance 
to this dominion, and that Jeius is 
the only king. 

No quaker or diflenter from the 
eftablifhed worship of this dom:nion, 
fhall be-allowed to give a vote for 
the elettion of magifirates, or any 
officer. 

No food or lodging fhalibe offered 
to aquaker, Adamite, or other heretic, 

If any perfon wrns quaker, he fhall 
be banithed, and not fuffered to re- 
turn, but on pain of death. . 

o prieft fhall abide in the domi- 
nion ; fe fhall be banifhed ; and fuf- 


fer death on his return, 


Priefls may be {eized by one with- 

Out a Warrant. 
gone to crofs ariver but with 
an authorized ferryman. 

No one fhall run on thé fabbath 
day, or walk in his garden, or elfee 
where, except reverently to and from 
meeting. 

No one fhall travel, cook vi€uals, 
make beds, {weep houfe, cut hair, 
or fhave, on fabbath day, 

No woman fhall kifs her children 
on the fabbath or falling day. 

The fabbath fhall begin at funfee 
on Saturday. 

To yick anear of corn growing 
in a neighbour’s garden, {hall be 
deemed theft, 

A perfon accufed of trefpafs in the 
night, fhall be judged guilty, unlefs 
he clear himfeif by his oath, 

When it appears that an accufed 
has confederates, and he refufes to 
cifcover them, he may be racked. 

None fhall buy or fell lands withe 
out permiffion of the felettmen, 

A drunkard fbali have a mafter 
appointed by the felectmen, who are 
to debar him from the liberty of buys 
ing and feiling. 

W hofoever publ! ifhes a lie to the 
prejudice of his neighbour, fhall be 
fetin the flocks, or be whipped ten 
fir.pes. 

No minifler fhall keep a fchool, 

Every rateable perfon, who refufes 
to pay his proportion to fupporr the 
minfter of the town or parifh, fhail 
be fined by the court el. and gl, 
every quarter, until he or fhe pay the 
rate to the minifler, 

Men-fiealers fuffer fhall death, 

W hofoever wears clothes trimmed 
with gold, filver, or bonelace, above 
es. per yard, fhall be prefented by the 
grand jurors ; and the feiectmen fhall 
tax the offender at gcol. eftare, 

A debtor in prifon, fwearing he 
has no eftate, fhall be let out, and 
fold to make fatisfattion, 

W hofoever {eis a fire in the woods, 
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and it burns a houfe, fhall fuffer 
death : and perfons fufpetied of this 
crime fhall be imprifoned without 
benefit of bail. 

_ Whofoever brings cards or dice 
into this dominion, fhall pay a fine 
of five pounds, 

No one fhall read common prayer 
books, keep Chrilimas or fet days, 
make minced pies, dance, play cards, 
or play on any inftrument of mufic, 
except the drum, trumpet, and Jews- 
harp. 

No gofpel minifler fhall join peo- 
ple in marriage, The magiflraies oniy 
fhall join them in marriage, as they 
may do it with lefs {candal to Chnilt’s 
church, 

When parents refufe their children 
convenient marriages, the magillraie 
fhal! determine the point. 

The felettmen, on finding children 
ignorant, may take them away from 
their parents, and put them into bet- 
ter hands, at the expenfe of their 
parenis, . 

Foinication fhall be punifhed by 
compelling marriage, or as the cuurt 
fhall think proper, ; 

Adultery fhall be pynifhed with 
death, 

A man that ftrikes his wife, fhall 
pay a fine of ten pounds, 

A woman that trikes her hufband. 
fhall be pun'fhed as the court directs. 

A wite fhall be deemed good evi- 
dence againfi her hufband. 

No man fhall court a ma‘d in per- 
fon, or by leuter, without frit ob:ain- 
ing confent of her parents : 5]. penal- 
ty for the firlt offence ; 101, tor the fe- 
cond ; and for the third, imprifon- 
ment during the pleafure of the court, 

Married perfons mult live together, 
or be imprifoned, 

Every male fhal] have his hair cut 
round according to acap. = 
NOTE, 

The above laws were originally 

rinted on blue paper, on which ac- 
count they were called ** blue laws,” 


Peter Prejudice’s complaint of the 
taylor, who, inflead of mending his 
old Breeches, made hima new pair,* 
By John Miffiin, ¢/q. 

I Some ume lince tent a pair of old 
breeches to a taylor, in order to 

have them patched. As the breaches 

both in front and rear, were very 
numerous, I was obliged to pur. 
chafe a confiderable quantity of cloth 
wherewith to mend them, Well, fir 
what do you think the taylor has 
had the sfhdesice to do ? Why, af. 
ter detaining my breeches upwards 
of four months, he has prefumed to 
return them unpatched, and has alfo 
fent a new pair, along with them, 
and a meflage, *f that upon examin. 
ing the old pair, he had found them 
fo rotten, that they were not worth 
mending, nor could it be eafily done; 
that he had alfo found that the clos 
fent for that purpofe, was fufhcient 
to make an entire new pair, much 
better than the old ones had ever 
been, which he had done according. 
ly, and hoped for my approbation of 
his conduct.” He added, moreover, 

**that if upon trial, they fhould hap- 

en to pinch me in any part, he had 

left a fuficient fpace for outlets a 

every feam.” 

Oh height of infult! faid I, on 
receiving this arrogant meflage ; what 
has this fellow doue! a confpiracy! 
a confpiracy ! as fure as I’m alive, 
the traitor, his journeymen, and ap- 
prentices have meditated the ruin of 
my old breeches, and confpired againtt 
the liberty of my thighs, knees, and 
loins, which they have infidioufly 
attempied to confine and cramp by 


WOT E. 


* For the information of European 
readers, it may be neceffary to menti- 
on-that the old breeches allude tothe 
old articles of confederation—the 
guantity of cloth tothe powers granted 
the late convention, Sc, Bc.—C, 
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Peter Prejudice’s complaint of his taylor. 


Iming this ** gilded trap,’’ the new 
een on me; * curfe on the vil- 
Jains!’’ they have confpired to lay 
refiraints upOn my free-born mem- 
bers, which are utterly incompatible 
with our republican form of govern- 
ment! here indignation choaked my 
utterance. My dearly beloved {poufe 
and my little children were all ga- 
thered about me by this time, to 
know the caufe of my anger. It was, 
however, a confiderable while before 
the boiling madnefs of my ragé was 
{uficiently calmed for me to give 
them the information they defired ; 
but my heat being fomewhat allayed, 
J at length deigned to anfwer their 
interrogatories, 

Well, my dear, (faid my fweet 
partner) I think you are under many 
obligations to our good neighbour 
the taylor, who has rendered you ve- 
ry important fervices on former occa- 
fons; and has certainly confulied 
your intereft in this bufinefs ; for my 
part, I highly approve of his conduct, 
and am pleafed that he has made you 
thefe pretty new /mal/ clothes (for fhe 
does not hike to fay dreeches) to hide 
your nakedrefs, and defend you from 
the inclemency of the weather, Sure 
you know how you have been laugh- 
ed at, wherever you went, this long 
time paft on account of your old pair, 
which the neighbours all fay, are no 
better than an Indian’s breech-clout ; 
I proteft my own modetty has been 
ofien put to the blufh by the holes in 
that plaguy old pair, My lovely tor- 
mentor was about to proceed in her 
condemnation of the old pair, and 
her praifes of the new—Hold ! 
hold ! faid I, let us reafon the matier 
fairly. In the firft place, he has dif- 
obeyed my orders, which were on!. 
that he fhould repair the old breeches. 
But has he not made a new pair 
much preferable to the old? By no 
means, I replied, Thefe curfed new 
breeches would utterly ruin me ; they 
are calculated to enflave my thighs, 


to confine my waif, and totally to 
deftroy the liberty of my kwoees, by 
buttoning tightly around them : (hey 
will alfo render a confiderable part 
of my hofe totally ufelets, by bucke 
ling below my knees; nor is ih s all, 
they will imprifon my femoral! paris, 
nor fuifer them to enjoy freth air as 
the old ones do; to be brief, they 
are too dong and too frort, too ftratt 
and too wide, they would pinch me te 
ali parts, and fit me tn none, 
Methinks you reaion very frangee 


~ly, my love (replied my foliciious 


advocate for the new breeches, whe 
was now joined by ai! the ciuldren) s 
your argument, againit being une 
der the reftraint and confivement of 
clothes, 1s only calculated for a circle 
of favages, and can never have 
any weight among civilized and foe 
cial beings; your objeftton to the 
want of breaches in the new pair, 
for admiflion of freth air, 1s an exe 
cellent argument in their favour, and 
fhows that they are well caiculaced 
to {kreen you from the inclemency 
of the feafons; your concluding obe 
jections are fo inconiillent and cone 
tradictory, that they fall to the 
ground without any comment, Furs 
ther, continued fhe, if they have 
faults, you know the taylor fays, they 
can be ealily amended; would not 
you do well, therefore, to put them 
on, in order to afcertain their faults 
truly, and | tha!! have no obdjeciion to 
the neceffary alterations being made 
in them? 

No, no, faid I, ** don’t think to 
catch old birds with chaff.’”’ I’m dee 
termined never to draw them on, une 
lefs the amendments fhall have beea 
firit made. Here again I was replied 
to—how in the name of gooduefs, 
faid fhe, can you undertake to have 
amendments made, befure you know 
that the parts you would with to have 
amended, are indeed faulty ! By fuch 
prepoflerous doings, you might fpoil 
their beft parts; but would have ne 
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tolerable chance of even amending 
one fault ; therefore, | beg you may 
farft try them on, that you may be 


enabled to difcover their faules with 
precifion. Do, papa, dotry on your 
mew breeches, caclaimed the children 
with one voice, 

Hafli! huh! fad I, once more ; 
E believe the woman and children are 
all crazy! Do you think I am fool 
novel to be gulled thus! If I thould 
put them ov, how thall I be able to 
get them off again? I heve no fecu- 
sity that they will not cling to my 
fkin, tear away my ficth, break my 
bones, and broil my marrow, lke 
Hercules’s poifoned thirt, which in- 
frdroully deltroyed him, And all this 
mitt be borne, without the liberty 
of even remoniirating againft the ty- 
ganny of thefe accurfed ** confolida- 
ting’ breeches, I fay confolidating; 
for they zte evidently calculated to 
fuperfede the ufe of every other gar- 
ment; or at leaflio ** mek them all 
down into one” general garment ; and 
the taylor certainly intended this to 
be the cafe. Do they not already ex- 
Inbit a fpecimen of their defpotifin, 
by being framed fo as to “ lord it 
over” a confiderable part of my 
flockings and fhict ? And is it not 
more than probable, that they would, 
wery fpeedily, encroach upon the 
prerogative of ail my clothes; nay, 
that they would even extend their 
fway to my head, and, by clofing 
my mouth, prevent me from expof- 
tulating avant my ** cruel tafk-maf- 
ters?” With thefe over my face, 
fer a mafk, | thould appear no lefs 
ridiculous, than a modern fine lady 
with her head ina calath, or in a 
fafhionable bonnet. 

Here the whole family burft into 
Baughter, and the difpute ended for 
that time, I have reafon to expeét 
another attack on the fame {core 
fhortly ; for my wife is exceedingly 
fond of the new breeches, and is 


fupported by all my neighbours, in 


her controverfies with me on this 
fubje(t. As I am nearly exhaulled 

1 will be much obliged to any « 

your correfpondents who will be fo 
condefcending as to favour me with 
a freth fupply of arguments, fufhicie 
ent to repel thofe of my fpoufe ig 
our next rencontre, 


PETER PREJUDICE, 
-1>~-  @@ ~«>~ 


ObjeAions to the propofed plan of gm 
vernment for the united fates, on 


renuine prencipiles, 

A‘ a mecting of the wheel. 
barrow fociety, in the prifon. 

yard, Philadelphia, February the 8h, 
1788, prefent fifty-eight members; 

JOM. DORAN in the ehau: 

After mature difcuthion, the focierg 
unanimoufly agreed in the following 
Abt aaa TAL PRINCI 
TKS 

sft. Pure natural liberty is the 
right of every man, to do what be 
pleafes, without controw/, and to pole 
fels, without retribution, whatever he 
can acquire by velour ot addre/s, 

ad. Srates or fovereign powers are 
as individuals in a fate of nature; 
and therefore true political hbery, 
or the liberty of a fhate, as a body 
politic, is the right of that Mate, of 
of thofe who are in the poffeflion of 
the fovereignty thereof, to do fuck 
things, and enatt fuch laws, as may 
be thought conducive tothe advance- 
ment of the powers and interells of 
that flate, or of the government 
thereof, uncontrouled by the artificial 
fyftem of reflraints, known by the 
name of the laws of nations, 

g/. All fyfiems of government, 
whether operating on flates or on indie 
viduals, although ollenfibly formed 


and {pecially declared to be for the 
eflabhfhment of general jultice and 
of general good, are, in fat, fyflems 
of coercion, reflraint, 


opprefhoa, 
and ought to be abhorred by the true 
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‘The wheelbarrow-men's ob jeions to the acw confitution, 


fons of freedom, as invafions and 
abodgments of their nawral rights, 
th. Whereas, mm the prefent um- 
tect Race of things, true natural 
berry, as defined an our Gril funda- 
mental principle, cannot be univer- 
faily enjoyed, neceihty cnforces a 
fubmifhon to what ts called govern- 
pent, under fome form or other. 

gih. According to the foregoing 
prnciples, that form of government 
isthe bel, which contains the fewet 
reliraints, and leaves in the hands of 
the governed the greatell portion of 
natural liberty, and the fulicl feope 
for the exercile of perfona: prowels 
and natural ingenuity ; « bewg de- 
monfirable, that if the component 

sof any fociety are left free, and 
mel by any means, mech and hap- 

, the whole of that fociety fhail 
. free, rich and happy. 

Gh. The worft of all pofible go- 
vernments is that, which, by the wi- 
gorous operation of general laws, 
and a complication of internal checks, 
teflraints, and regulation, prevents 
individual flates or perfons from {e- 
curing their feparate interefis in there 
own way ; moll wickedly facrihcing 
the emolument of individuals to 
what is calledthe glory and profpe- 
nty of the whole. 

Thefe fundamental principles be- 
ing eflablithed, the plan of govern- 
ment propofed by the late general 
convenuon for the united fhates was 
uken up, confidered by paragraphs, 
and compared with the doctrines lad 
down; and after fome debaic, the 
following refolations were uname 
neleal ted, viz. 

1f. Refolwed, that the confitution 
propofed for the unired flares, is 
8 confolidated government, preg- 
nant with the feeds of coercion and 
reflraint, and therefore a {yliem of 
tyranny and opprethon. 

ed. Refolwed, thar ander fuch s 
ae apenas nerher flaces nor ind:y:- 

vals can do of refule to do what they 


8°? 


pleafe in all cafes, which is a dire 
infringement of ihe natural hbe 
of both, as defined ia our tril funda- 
mental pr ncople, 

gd. Refolved, that under fuck 9 

cromem, men of educanen, sti. 
ees, and property, commonly calles 
the well bern, will be the mow likely 
to get into places of power and truft, 
to the excluhon of a large majotuy 
of a contrary defer pron, 

ath. Refolwed, that as this com 
flwwtion moll arbirandy and cvbe- 
manly prohibits the emrlhon of paper 
money, and other refources, by whick 
the untormunare debtor may throw 
off rhe difcouraging burden of hie ob 
Iigations, i ght to be conhdered, 
asim fattir o, a fyflem of tyranny 
and oppreth nm, compell ne curren 
im many reflances to do things ene 
tremely difagrecable, aud contrary to 
thers tate rett, 

sth. Kelolved, thar under foch a 
a goveroment, the induffrious and 
wealthy may enjoy their property re 
fecurity, to the oreat a ory of thote 
who have no property a all, 

Gh. Relolved, that under fuch « 
government there will be po encoue 
ragement for gentlemen of advencure 
and addrefs, ww procure fubGifence 
ard wealth by extraordinary modes 
of acquirement ; becaufe whats call. 
ed the vour of law will pervade 
the whole inion, 

sth. Refolwed, that 
ment propofed, ts complonrant w h wm 
fiath fundamenral principle, and the 
wortl of al! poihble government ; 
and therefore, 

fh. Refoived, thatthe memben 
of the late gscortal conversion, whe 
framed, vured for, and recommended 
thes plan of gower tall Race 
conventions, who hawe, on thal! here. 
afer ad.ope am ratify the lame, and 
ail chafe indiwiduals, who, by word 
of mouth, by wring and pub! (hing, 
or by aay ocher means, thali cxorels 


theit approbation’ of the lad inle 


the roverme 


arnt, & 
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mous conflitution, are, and ought to 
be confidered by all the true fons of 
liberty, as demagogues, ariltocratics 
Con‘pirators, traitors, tyrants, an 
enemies of the natural rights of 
mankind. 
gih. Refolved, that as we are the 
molt numerous and refpectable body 
that have as yet combined, formally 
to avow and publ:(h a difapprobation 
of this new conflitution, it 1s fit and 
proper that we Thould be regularly 
organized, that other worthy malecon- 
tents, in this and the other fiates, 
may, by alfociation or elettion, be an- 
nexed (o our com:nunity, and {o make 
up aunion of ftrength, to oppofe the 
eltabhthment of ths tyrannical go- 
vernmem : therefore, 
ao'lh, Refolved, that we will now 
roceed to the election of a pre- 
ee vice-prefiden', and fecretary, 
Whereupon, the ballots being fair- 
ly taken and counted, flood as follow : 
For the PresiDENTSHIP. 
For the author of the pieces figned 
Cenrine., - + §1 Votes. 
For Jem. Doran, ~e" 
For Arthur M’Garity, ¢ 
Vice-Presivent. 
For L——™M efc. of 
Maryland, ° ’ 
For Daniel Cronan, 
For Pat. Dal:on, - 3 





47 votes. 


SECRETARY. 
For the author of the pieces 
figned Philade!phieafis, go votes 
For Kit. Carbery. 28 
The following members were then 
appointed a committee of correfpon- 
dence, viz. [em. Doran, Arthur 
M’Girity, John Doughiy, Pat. Da!- 
ton, Danie! Cronan, James Bulger, 
and Kit. Carberv, to nold communi- 
cation with the late adherents of 
general Shays inthe Rate of Maffa- 
chufetts, and with other worthy op- 
pofers in the feveral ftates, 


The fociety directed that thefe 


Cobler, flick to your laf, 


a“ 


their proceedings fhould be made 
public ; and then refumed their daily 
occupation of cleaning the ftreets and 
common fewers, 


—-=] @@D— 


Ne, futor, ultra crepidam.—Cobler, 
fitch to your laf, 


Was led to the following reflex. 

rons, by accidentally falling in 
company, fome evening fince, witha 
number of charatters (chiefly me. 
chanics) at an ale-houfe, who were 
making abfurd comments on the 
conilitution propofed by the general 
convention ; which convention wy 
compofed of the greateft and mo} 
enlightened charatters in this coun. 
try. It mult be confidered, tha 
government is a very abftrufe {ci. 
ence, and political difquifition a very 
arduous tafk, far beyond the reach of 
common capacities ; and that no men, 


but thofe who have had a liberal | 


education, and have time to fludy, 
can potflibly be competent to fuch 
an important matter, as the framing 
a government for fuch an extenfive 
country, as is comprehended within 
the united ftates, Whenever menof 
neither abilities or education, pre- 
fume to meddle with fuch matters 
as are above the reach of their know- 
ledge or abilities, they will find them. 
felves out of their proper {phere, 
The black{mith wall find that he 
had better attend to his hammer and 
anvil, and hammer out hob-nails, 
for country hoof, than concern him. 
{elf with affairs of (lace. Should he be 
weak enough to fippofe that he has 
abilities equal to {uch an undertake 
ing, he will find, that there is a 
maierial d flerence, between welding 
together two pieces of feel or iron, 
and that of uniting heterogeneous 
and jarring interefts, fo as to make 
them produttive of the public good, 
The mariner may very well un: 
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Cobler, Pickto your laf, 


ederfland how to take afi obfervati- 
on, and navigace his thip: but he 
cannot pofhbly be acquanted wih 
every point of the political compals, 
or foto tteer the fhip of flate, as to 
avoid the hidden and dangerous 
rocks and fhelves, that may he in 
the way : and whenever he makes 
the attempt, he will undoubtedly 
find himfelt out of his latitude. 

The diftttler, brewer, and baker, 


may be perfectly well acquainted, 


with the principles of fermentation, 
and how to regulate and check the 
fame fo asto antwer their particular 
purpofes: but they muil be entirely 
agnorant Of the lawsand means that 
will be necefflary to prevent a dan- 
gerous fermen:ation in the communi- 
ty, or wha: fleps it may be neceffary 
totake, to check fuch fermen:auon, 
when excited. 

The farmer may have a fufliciency 
of knowledge to guide and govern a 
lough, and team ; and underitand the 

ft method to thrath his grain : but 
he mult be incompetent to the great 
purpofe of guiding the machinery of 
the flate, or to fuggelt the beft and 
moft effetiual method, to thrath the 
enemies of his country. 

The carpenter may be a perfeét 
mafter of his trade, and underfand 
the rules of architecture. He may 
frame an edifice, complete in all its 
parts, and fufficiently {trong to fecure 
the proprietor from the artempts of 
the midmght robber: but he will be 
totally ignorant, how to frame laws 
orthe fecurny of focietv, fo as to 
prevent tne artful and defigning from 
preying Upon the ignorant and inno- 
cent, 

The miller may be a complete ar- 
tilt, in his profellion, and know how 
to regulate every thing appertaining 
to his mill, He may underitand ex- 
tremely well, how to feparate th 

flour from the bran ; but he cannot 
pollibly be maffer of the addrefs. that 
will be neceffary, to dill nguidl the 
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ey 


wheat from the chaff, in the choice 
of ofhcers, to fil the different de part- 
ments in the flate. 

The clock and watch-maker may 
know very weli how to regulate the 
wheels and o:her movemenis of a 
clock or watch ; but will be groranc 
of the neceflary art, how to repulate 
the compiex machinery of govern 
ment, and fo to difpofe the dillerent 
wheels, as to prevent their interfering 
with, and bearing tuo hard° on each 
other, ' 

The mafon may be an exce!lent 
workman and urdcrfland how to hay 
the founda on of an houfe or a wall 

roperly: but he will be at a lofs 
lew to determine what bafe will be 
neceflary to erect juch a luperitruc- 
ture as government! upon. 

The fadler may be a proficient in 
his bufincfs, and may know what 
kind of curb is proper to reflrain an 
unruly and reftive horfe: but he 
cannot pofhbly be a judge what laws 
orcurbs will be proper and neceflary 
to reflrain the wnruly paliions of men, 
fo as to prevent their injuring one 
another. 

The turner may be a very expert 
artizan: but he cannot poflibly be 
acquainted with all the turns and 
windings, that are ufed by bad men 
to evade the laws, and efcape the 
punifhment which they jutily deferve. 

The cooper may know ex'remely 
well, how to flop the flaws and worm 
holes in a cafk, and make it fo tight as 
to hold water, rum, of any other lie 
quor : bur he will be muh puzzied to 
fiop the flaws, and worm holes ina@ 
law, fo as to prevent its operating, 


or the government. 

Tne barber may know very we'll 
how to make a wig, to. fut enher 
the priefl, phyfecan, or geniieman ¢ f 
the jong-robe, or how to fhave his 
enltomer wih dexterity : bor when- 
ever he atiempts to meddle with all irs 
of tlate, be will find chat his razors 


As 
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have loft their edge, and that he is 
himfelf completely in the fuds. 

If this produttion fhould operate 
in fuch a manner, as to prevent peo- 
ple’s neglecting their bufinefs, and 
meddling with public matters, be- 
yond their capacities, it will be a 
fuficient compenfation to the writer, 
who has no other objet in view, than 
that of confining every man within his 


proper {phere, HONESTUS, 
—-sSeoa— 


Charge of hts honour the mayor of 
New York, delivered to the grand 
jury at the opening of the general 
Sefpons of the peace, for the city and 
county of New York, May 6, 1788. 


Gentlemen of the grand jury, 

HIS cuy, fince the reftoration 

of peace hath been eminently 
diitingu'fhed for order and_ tranquil- 
lity—a blefling which can only ac- 
company reverence for the laws. 
Much is it to be lamented, that her 
reputation has been fo greatly fullied 
by the late tumuliuous and dangerous 
riot.* 

‘Lhofe, who gave the provocation, . 
have much toanfwer for, and deferve 
the odium under which they have 
fallen. Their mifcondu€ cannot be 
palliated, by alleging that it was 
neceffary, as a means of improvement 
in a uleful fcience ; fince it is ac- 
knowledged, that a few fubje€ls are 
iufhcient for all the purpofes of in- 
firuction ; and that thofe might have 
been obtained without offence. Nor 
is it a jultification, that no injury can 
be done to an inanimate corpfe 
mouldering into duft. We are to 
confider its elfe€ts with regard to 
fociety. 

NOTE, 


* For the rife and particulars of 
this riot, jee American Mufeum, 
Fel. lll, page 389. 
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Men feem prompted by their very 
nature, to an cerns defire that their 
deceafed friends may be decently in. 
terred, and reft undifturbed in the 
grave. This is a fentiment which 
equally influences the enlightened 
citizen and the untutored favage, 
Who, indeed, without grief and in. 
dignation, could bear to have a ten- 
der connexion torn from the tomb, and 
expofed to the procefs of diffettion? 
To fay that it would not be felt as 
an injury, muft befpeak an ignorance 
of the humar heart. Itis a grofs tref. 
pafs upon the rights of thofe to 
whom the cemetery belongs, and ac. 
tionable. 

With refpe& to the public, as it 
has a dire@& tendency to excite ani 
mofity, difcontent, and revenge— 
and as it is indecent, and contrary to 
thofe good manners, which are effen- 
tial to the oe of every com- 
munity, it is criminal, and punifhable 
in the ordinary courfe of juftice, 

To fuch a tribunal, it was the du- 
ty of the people to have fubmiued 
the redrefs of this grievance. 

But, by rufhing into riot and vio- 
lence, and obftinately perfifling 
the laft extremity, even to occafion 
the fhedding of blood, they have 
committed an offence, far more fe- 
rious and alarming than that of 
which they complained—an_ offence 
ftriking at the very foundation of all 
government and fecurity. Fo every 
civilized country, fuch an event 
would be a reproach: but how much 
more fo to a land of liberty, where 
all power and office are derived from 
the people themfelves—where _ the 
law, and not the will of the rulers, 
is fupreme—and where it is empha- 
tically the government of the very 
people, who attempt to deftroy us 
influence, and render it contempti- 
ble P 

If there fhould be no fubordina- 
tion or obedience, and no energy, of 
public virtue to vindicate and mait- 
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tain rightful authority, what would 
avail the high privileges, for which, 
at every hazard, we have fuccefsfully 
contended ? What the beit conflitu- 
tion, or the moft excellent fyflem of 
Jaws, though adminiftered with the 
atmoft purity ? If, on every guft of 
paflion, individuals fhould be fuffered 
to recar to atts of riot and revenge, 
allthe bleflings we enjoy, muft be- 
come precarious; every man in his 
turn might fall a vidim to blind 
rage; and. innocence itfelf, as we 
have lately feen, afford no proteflion. 
Befides, our maritime fituation ought 
to roufe us toa peculiar fenfe of the 
danger of fuch convulfions, As the 
feat of an extenfive commerce, we 
are continually expofed to an influx 
ofloofe ftrangers ; who, having no- 
thing to lofe eagerly join the throng, 
are foremoft in mifchief, and lead on 
to every aft of defperation without 
{cruple or regret. 

We are, therefore, under the high- 
eft obligations to fet our faces againlt 
fuch excefles, and refolutely reftrain 
them by all the meansin our power. 

Whenever licentioufnefs becomes 
habitual, that fociety mult {wiftly 
haflen to amiferable diffolution. 

Thefe are ferious reflexions, but 
they are founded in experience ; that 
it fhould ever be neceffary to incul- 
cate them from this bench, muft give 
pain to all who love their coun- 
try, or with fer its honour and 
ftability, 

An indifcriminate cenfure of the 
citizens at large, is not intended. It 
would be unjuft, Great numbers, 
amidit thefe commotions, did their 
duty, and deferve praife. To thofe, 
who, fhutting their ears againft the 
moft pathetic remonflrances, in open 
defiance of the magiftrates, preferred 
the gratification of an extravagant 
refentment to the public good, they 
are but too applicable. 

You, gentlemen, may probably 
think yourfelyes relieved from the 
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weight of invefligating thefe offences. 
They have already employed the at- 
tention of a refpettable grand jury, 
under the direttion of the fup-eme 
court, which is juft rifen ; and a dif- 
fidence of their difcernment or dili- 
gence, would be an ill return for the 
great pains they have exerted in a 
faithful execution of their office, £& 
cannot therefore charge them as ex- 
prefs fubje€is for your enquiry. 

The principal obje& which I have 
in view, isto introduce an earneft re- 


“commendation, that you will unite 


with your magiflrates in enforcing 
on men, mifguided by unruly paffions, 
the indifpenfible neceflity of a more 
prudent, temperate, and dutiful con- 
duét, that fuch outrages may never 
be reiterated, but remembered with 
abhorrence, and ferve as an example 
for their admonition ; that medical 
fludents, who are culpable, may be 
taught to refrain from a_prattce 
which is in itfelf penal, and, in the 
public eflimation, repngnant to hu- 
manity ; and be fatisfied that expe- 
riments, only to be obtained by 
drawing down the hatred and con- 
tempt of their fellow citizens, are 
inconfiftlent with their true interedl, 
asthey are difgraceful to liberal pro- 
fefien ; that ail may be convinced 
of the extreme danger and folly of 
arrogating, or {fullering others to 
arrogate the office of avengers; and 
that it is their deareft privilege, that 
it belongs only to the magiftrate to 
punith offences, according tothe known 
rules of law, 

They will then entertain fenti- 
ments worthy of the citizens of a 
free republic. From principle. they 
will become watchful for the public 
peace fecing how intimately it is 
connefted with the common fafery 
and their own prefervation : they 
will become flrenuous fipporters of 
the laws, as therr beft birth-riehts 
and they will wifely refer their wrones 
to the tribunals of jullice, appointed 
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to redrefs the injured, and punifh the 
guilty. 
| A complaint of a breach of the 
pr vileges of che mimfer of the un.ted 
netherlands, refidingin this city, hath 
been offically communrcaced to ime, 
with arequeit that proper meafures 
miay be taken for his tatisfaction, 

Asthisisa new cate, arifing from 
our elevation tothe rank of a fove- 
re ga republic, wewill require expla- 
Nain, 

The law of nations, which regu- 
laces the conduct of independent 
flaics towards each other, protects 
foreen minHers and their retinue 
and dometlics from arretl, even for 
yell debts, aid on proceffes other- 
wile legal. Ther honfes are alfo 
rendered inviolable, This immunity 
js founded on reaion: for whatever 
as fubject to the controul of laws, 
is dependent on the power by which 
s they were orda'ned ; but an ambaf 


fador ought to be independent of 


every power but that which he re- 
prefen.s, It is eafy to perceive, that 
on any other principle, the free exer- 
«ite of his functions might be con- 
trouied, and his million rendered ufe- 
C18. 

In many of the nations of Europe, 
parvcular judicatories are appointed 
ao enforce in a fummary wav, and 
Ly fevere penalies, the law of na- 
tions in ths refpett. Unril the 

.  segnof queen Anne, we find no in- 
: fiance recorded in England of she 
violation of this privilege. At that 
Tv, ; 

pomod, the am>:flacor of Peter the 
grea’, czar of Mufcovy, was arrefled 
for a deb. Tne affront was highly 
reienred, the cza requiring that the 
Sher f and all concerned inthe arrell, 
fhosid be punthed wah inflant 
death, This demaod could not but 
be rejefted : tt was not ony fangni- 
marvin ufelt, bu there was no law 
to pili fy a compliance, 

On this occafion, eff -Aually to 
4 preveutiuch aggrellions fux che future, 





it was enatted by the flatute of the 
7: Anne, ch, sech, that all perfons, 
concerned im any procef., whch 
m ght entrench upon the immunities 
of a foreign minifter or his domettics, 
fhould, on conviction, before the 
chancellor and chief jullice, by con. 
feilion, or the oath of one witnefs, 
be deemed violators of the law of 
nations, and difturbers of the public 
peace, and fuller fuch penalties and 
corporal punifhments as that tribunal 
fhould think fit to inflict, But al. 
though the common law of England, 
which recognzes the privileges of 
ambaffadors intheir full force, is ex. 
prefsly adupied by our conftiution, 
this flatute can have no operation 
here, having never extended to us 
before or fince the revolution ; nor 
hath any provifion been made on this 
fubject, either by the congrefs of the 
united flates, or our own internal le. 
giflature, 

I have taken this notice of the fla. 
tute of Anne, to meet an opinion 
which has been entertained, that an 
infringement of the privileges of an 
ambaflador is fiibjeft to the penal 
ties which that flatue preferibes, 

I proceed to flate the circumflan- 
ces of the complaint, and the law 
which arifes upon it, 

It appears in proof that not long 
fince, one James Van Antwerp was 
retained as a coachman in the fervice 
of the minifler of the united nether- 
Jands. Shortly afterwards near the mi- 
nilter’s door, and while bufy in his fer- 
vice, he was arrefled for a {mall debi, 
by one of the conflables, on a war- 
rant which had been iflued by a ma- 
giflrate before fuch retainer, Van 
Antwerp apprized the conftable, that 
he was the minifler’s fervant ; and 
infilled on his privilege of exemp- 
tion from arreft. He was, neverthe- 
lefs, purfued by the conftable into 
the miniller’s houfe, and even to the 
coor of his library, an apartment 
inthe fecond flory, Here the con- 
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flable feized Van Antwerp by the 
collar, and, though repeatedly for- 
bidden by the minitter, violently drag- 
ed him down the ftlairs, and treated 
the min fler himfelf perfonally with 
outrage and infult ; and finally, the 
interpofition of a magiflrate was ne- 
ceflary to reftore order, and refcue 
the prifoner out of his hands, 

This 1s the nature of the cafe : and 
fatisfattion having been formally de- 
manded, it is become a fubject of 
national concern : you will therefore 


find it your duty to giveita full and’ 


candid difcuflion. 

The faéts being proved, the man- 
ner and degree of punidhment wil 
depend on the common law—the 
crime, on the law of nations, which, 
as I before oblerved, is adopted by 
the common law, ‘The arreft will 
then be deemed an unauthoritative 
and illegal act, and confeqiently falie 
imprifonment, and an affaulr and 
breach of the peace, aggravated by 
the violation of the priv leges of the 
minifter, and the wanton infolence 
which accompanied it : and in this 
view, tt will be indictable, and, on 
conviétion, punifhable by fine and im- 
prifonment, 

Gentlemen, 

Notwithila::ding the fupreme court 
is fo lately rifen, belides thofe of an 
inferior degree, three capital crimes 
will fall under your confideration, to 
wit: pafling counterfeit money of the 
emiffion of this flate, burglary. and 
grand larceny. The firfl is an offence 
which hath prevailed to fo great a de- 
gree, as to fubjett the citizens to in- 
numerable frauds and even threaten 
the credit of the paper medium: and 
et, though uncommon pains have 
Oa taken, it has hitherto been im- 


practicable to reftrain it by examples 
of juft feyerity. The detection of 
the counterfeit paper happens daily; 
but the guilt of this crime lies in the 
Scienter ; that is, the previous know- 
ledge of the perfon who paffed the 
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bill, that it was counterfeit; a fa@ 
extremely difficult to be proved, 
This being the criterion, you will 
have it carefully in view. The mere 
pafling counterfeit money can be no 
. . ‘ . 
offence. Such is the proficiency in 
this pernicious art, that it frequently 
impofes on men of difcernment, and 
much oftener on the incautious and il- 
literate, in {pte of the purity of their 
Intentions, 

Burglary alfo is a heinous offence, 
from the terror which it naturally in- 
{pires, ard the fatal conlequences to 
which it leads, 

It confiiis in breaking and entering 
into a manfion or dwelling-houfe by 
night, with intentto commita fele- 
ny. In profecuting your enquiries 
under this head, four circumilances 
call for attention—the time—the 

lace—the manner—the intent. sf, 
The act mult be commuted in the 
night time. If there be fufficient 
light to d feern a man’s countenance, 
there can be no burglary; but this 
does not extend to moon-light, hows 
ever bright and luminous, 

edly, It muft be committed ina 
mantion or dwell:ing-houfe, and not 
ina warchoufe, flable, or the like ; 
for there midnight terror cannot be 
infpired: yet if the warehoufe or 
flable are part of the manfion-houfe, 
though not under the fame roof, a 
burglary may be committed, 

adly. There muft be both a break- 
ing and entering. ‘To take out or 
break a glafs, open a window, pick a 
lock, or open it with akey—even to 
lift up the latch of a door, or unloofe 
any other faflening—to come downa 
chrmney—to knock at the door and 
rulh in—any of thefe is a breaking, in 
the fenfe of the law. 

athly. The intent is carefully to 
be examined. To diftinguifh - it 
from a trefpafs, the breaking and 
entering mult be accompanied with 
a defign to commit a robbery, mur- 
der, rape, or other felony: whether 
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they are aftually prepeirated or not, is 
immaterial. 

The third capital offence is grand 
Jarceny, which is the felonious taking 
and carrying away the goods of ano- 
ther. And here both the taking and 
carrying away are eflenuial. __ 

There is no other dillinétion be- 
tween grand and petit larceny, than 
the value of the things flolen; and 
this determines the degree of pun:fh- 
ment. According to our law, theft, 
of more than the value of five pounds, 
is grand larceny; to that value, or 
rah oy it is petit larceny. 

One of the prifoners lands com- 
mitted for entering on board a vefled 
fallened to one of the wharves, in the 
night time, opening the cabbin door, 
and taking and carrying away a 
trunk, containing fome wearing ap- 

rel and an hundred pounds in filver, 
bolic to one of the paflengers. 
You will give the proper weight to a 
circumftance which materially dif- 
tinguifhes this enormity from a 
burglary, namely, that it was not com- 
mitted in a dwelling houfe, If, there- 
fore, there fhould be competent evi- 
dence of the faét, it is to be proceeded 
againft as a grand larceny. 

The fherifl’s calendar, which will 
be handed to you, contains the names 
of the prifoners whofe crimes I have 
defcribed. Some others are in cullo- 
dy, and fland bound by recognizance, 
to anf{wer to accufations of an inferior 
degree. Such examinations and evi- 
dence as are in the power of the 
court, will be laid before you by the 
profecutor for the people. I find no- 
thing further at this time, which re- 
quires our particular direftion, If 
difficulties Srould arife, you will 
have the ufual recourfe to us for in- 
formation, 

Gentlemen, 

Your charge, in general, is, to en- 
quire into and prefent all offences 
commitied within the body of this 
puy aud county, which fhall come 


to your knowledge, from treafons 
down to trefpafles, In executi 
this important truft, on which the 
due adminiftration of juflice fo much 
depends, the folemn oath you have 
now taken, points out the condué 
you ought to purfue, and the motives 
by which you fhould be influenced, 
While you prefent no man through 
envy or prejudice, let not the guilty 
efcape through fear or favour, While 
you are ready to hear every real 
grievance, let no citizen be vexed by 
rofecution for trivial matters, or on 
fiender grounds. A@ with becom 
firmnefs, but with a calmnefs and de. 
liberation fused to the folemnity of 
your office ; and, laflly, be ‘not only 
impartial and difpethonate, Sut dil). 
gent in your enquiries, that, arriving 
at treth, you may be enabled to de. 
termine wifely and juftly; and thu, 
with the teflimony of a good con. 
{cience, receive the approbation of 
your country for your faithful fer 
vices, 
_2—eo— 


WHEN lord Charles Grenville 
Montague raifed his regiment « 
South Carolina, during the late 
war, to induce general Moultrie @ 
accept of the command, and enter 
the Britith fervice, he wrote him the 
following letter: 

SIR, March t3, 178. 


Sincere wilh to promote what 


may be to your advantage, in | 


duces me now to write. The freedom 
with which we have often converfed, 
makes me hope you will not take amils 
what I fay. 

My own principles refpefting the 
commencement of this unfortunate 
war, are well known to you; of 
courfe you can alfo conceive 
what I mention is of friendthip. 
You have now fought bravely in the 
caule of your country for mar 


years, and, in my opinion, fulfilled 
the duty every individual owes & 





meri) 


a. 





General Moultrie’s anfwer to lord Meatagwe’s letter. 


You have had your thare of hardthips 
and dificulmes ; and, of the contefl 1s 
fill to be continued, younger hands 
fhould now take the tour from you. 
You have now afair opening of quit- 
tung that fervice with honour and re pu- 
tarvon to yourfelf, by going to Jamai- 
«a with me. The world will teadily 
atribute uto the known frendthip 
that has fubhihed between us ; and, by 
quitting this country for a thort 
ume, you would avoid any difagree- 
able converfations, and might return 
at your own leifure, to take polle!- 
fon of your ellates for yeurfeif and 
family. The regument I am going 
wib, | am to command; the only 
proof I can give youof my hocernty ws, 
that I will quit that command to you 
with pleafure, and ferve under you, 
1 earneftly with 1 could be the inftru- 
ment to eflett whar | purpofe, as I 
think it would be a great means to- 
wards promoting that reconcihation 
we all with for, A thoufand circum 
fances concur to make this a proper 
pernod for you to embrace ; our old 
acquaintance, my having been for. 
meriy governor in this province, the 
wterelt lL have with the ; 
mander, &c. 

l give you my honour what I write 
wenurely unknown to the command- 
er, or any one elie ; and fo thall your 
anfwer be, if you favour me with 
@pe. Your's, fincere!ly, 
CHARLES MONTAGUE, 


To brigadier gen. Moulere, 


relem com- 


Baddrel spoint, March ia, 17%:. 
M, lerd, 


Receiwed yours this 
for your 


vantage, Dut 


a ’ : 


prepe ' | 
felf | Rood in a awore lavour- 


5% 


able hght with you. I thall write 
wuh the fame freedom wih which 
we uled to coewveric, and doubt not 
you will recerwe « the lame 
candour. | have often beard you ex. 
prels your fentiments reipecting chis 
un for: unate War, when you thouwghe 
the Amerwans io aired | but am now 
allomithed to fed you taking an ac. 
tive part againil (h}em—though nos 
hghtung particularly on the con. 
nemi~—yet ihe icducing there folders 
away, tormliinthe Broth fervice, 
ts nearly fenslar, 

My lord, you are pleafed to com. 
piment me with having foughe 
bravely mm my country’s for 
many year, and, in your op men, 
tuitlled duty ¢v indivedual 
owes to « : but 1 difler widely with 
you, mm thinkeng that | have difcharg- 
ed my duty to my country, while « 
vm fill delweed in b ood, and over. 
run by Benth troops, who exerafe 
the mofl lavage Whea I 
entered mito contell, 1 dd ut 
with the moll mature de! 
with a determined 
my | fe and fortune mm the caufe 
hardDivps L have gone through, I | 
upon with the greaceit plealute 
honour to myicll. I Geall rele 
go on as I have begun, 
ampic may en 
America, to Wand to 
of thew 
7 | j 
bave a lat oper 
ferwice wuh Bex 
wo mylell, by ¢ 
marca, Cood \, 
that fuch an idea 
Leeall 


wh 


caule 


the ety 


cfvwrwee’, 
tas 
mMeratron, 
to rik 
lhe 


re vwrution 


tat sy # 


outrage the yo 


fredts and 


ven me how, 
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I might avoid difagreeable converfa- 
tions, and might return at my own 
leifure, and take pofeflion of my 
eflates for myfelf and family : but 
you have forgot to tell me how I am 
to get rid of the feelings of an in 
jured, honeft heart, and where to 
hide myfelf from myfelf. Could I 
be guilty of fo much bafenefs, | 
fhould hate myfelf, and fhun man- 
kind, This would be a fatal exchange 
for my prefent fituation, with an ealy 
and approving confcience, of having 
done my duty, and conduéted myfeif 
as a man of honour, 

My lord, 1 am forry to obferve, 
that I feel your friendfhip much aba- 
ted, or you would not endeavour to 
prevail upon me to att fo bafe a 
oom You earneftly wifh you could 

ring it about, as you think it will 
be the means of bringing about that 
reconciliation we all wifh for. I with 
for a reconciliztion as much as any 
man, but only upon honourable 
terms. The re-poffelling my eftates, 
the offer of the command of your 
regiment, and the honour you pro- 
pole offerving under me, are paltry 
confiderations to the lofs of reputa- 
tion. No, not the fee fimple of that 
valuable ifland of Jamaica, fhould 
induce me to part with my integrity. 

My lord, as you have made one 
propofal, give me leave to make an- 
other, which will be more honour- 
able to us both. As you have an 
intereft with your commanders, I 
would have you propofe the with- 
drawing the Britifh troops from the 
continent of America, allowing inde- 
pendence, and propofe a peace. This 
being done, I will ufe my interelt 
with my commanders to accept of 
the terms, and allow Great-Britain 
a free trade with America, 

My lord, I could make one 
more propotal: but my fituation, as 
a prioner, circumfcribes me within 
certain bounds. I mufl, therefore, 
conclude with allowing you the free 


Account of the aurora borealis. 


liberty to make what ufe of this you 
may think proper. Think better 
of me. I am, my lord, your lord. 
fhip’s moft humble fervant. 

WILLIAM MOULTRIE, 
To lord Charles Montague, 


—-seo— 
Account of the aurora borealis found. 


ed on feveral year’s accurate obfer. 
vaitons. 


HE hypothefis, that the auron 

borealis may be accounted for 
upon principles of ele&ricity, is um 
doubtedly well founded. During th 
{pace of about feven years, 1 have 
carefully obferved moft of them which 
have appeared—in the three firll yean 
of this fpace, 1 know not, that a 
fingle one efcaped my obfervation, 
and my committing, except in a few 
inftances, every circumflance to wri- 
ting ; in which time, and fince, I 
have acquired the moft palpable evi- 
dence, that they are occafioned by 
eleétrical fire. It is, indeed, not very 
common, that in the time of an a 
rora borealis, there fhould be feen 
many clouds : yet it fometimes hap- 
pens, that there are a few fheets of 
cloud pafling in the_northern hemi- 
{phere atthe time. I have feen this 
happen—and feveral times feen 4 
fheet of cloud feparate from others, 
and pafs many degrees beyond the 
zenith, ¢ontinually fhooting eleérié 
cal fire from its fkirts, This isto me 
the cleareft evidence, that the whole 
appearance is produced by elettrical 


re. 

The only difficulty that has for 
fome years remained a defideratum 
to the complete invefligation of the 
aurora borealis, is, why the appear- 
ance is ever invariably in the north- 
ern hemifphere ?—~my obfervation of 
concurrent circumflances has convinc: 
ed me, the reafon is obvious, Whe 
ther the réafon be fufhcient to ac- 
count forthe phenomenon, the phile 
fopher will judge. 
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Account of the aurora borealis, 


Every one knows, that folids, with 
few exceptions, are electric, per /z, 
and that fluids are non- elettrics. We 
are then only to fuppofe, that imme- 
diately before an aurora borealis, 
a foutherly wind blows, and it will 
accourit for the northerly appearance. 
A foutherly wind is ever charged 
with a large fhare of watry parti- 
cles; thefe in their way to the north- 
ward are continually pafling folids 
of elettrics, per fe—and fo become 
deeply charged with the elettrical 
fluid, And as the wairy particles 
are, doubtlefs, of different magni- 
tudes, they will have different velo- 
cities: they will therefore become 
more and more denfe urtul a conge- 
ries of vapour be formed, of different 
denfities and differently charged ; it 
will then exhibic fometh ng of the 
dafky circle, and the fre will begin 
tofhoot. If the wind continue at 


fouth, both thefe appearaaces will 
be but faint. Suppofe then the wind, 
after blowing from the fouthward for 
feveral days, fhifis to the northward 
twelve or twenty four hours before 
the appearance of the light: it then 


meeting the vapour in its paflage 
from the fouthward, operates like 
the weaver’s reed, and quickly con- 
denfes it to a thick congeries—the 
dufky circle will be thick, and the 
hire dart often beyond the zenith. 
Thefe fuppofitions, I find rendered 
fatts by occurring invariably, during 
the feven lalt years from my date, 
excepting only thatin a few of my 
firit obfervations, I did not note the 
circunilance of the wind—and_ for a 
year or two back, fuppofing my theo- 
ry eflablifhed by oblervanon, I have 
not been quite fo attentive to every 
circumlilance as in the former year:. 
With thefe exceptions only, i ob- 
ferve that for the time I have men- 
towed, every aurora borealis has 
been preceded by a foutherly wind— 
either on the fame day and continued 
at evening---the day before---or at 
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fartheft onthe third day back. This 


inclines me to fuppofe and believe 
that a foutherly wind ever precedes 
the lights, and is the fole caufe of 
their northern appearance. 1 am the 
more conhrmed in the opinion, be- 
caufe the northern light in the time 
of the fouth wind blowing, varies to 
the eaftward or weflward as that does, 
and the largeft appearance is ever 
direfily oppotite to it. I am fo fully 
ellablilhed in the opmion, that the 
fouth wind ts the only caufe of the 
northern appearance of the aurora 


“borealis, that fhould one happen, 


aud tor many days before there were 
no fouth wind, which, however, £ 
believe never takes place—it would 
not, I think, deffroy my hypothefis. 
For I can conceive it pollible, though 
not probable, that the vapour a fouth 
wind confiains, may be compofed of 
particles of equal magnitudes and 
equal velocities, with an equal charge 
ot eletirieal fire. In fuch cale, when 
the fouth wind ceafes, 1f a calm for 
a few hours enlies, they may be 
driven back; for a contiderable ume, 
by a northerly wind, without forming 
a congeries, fo that the fire can dart. 

But it may be enquired, why every 
fourth wind does not produce an au- 
rora borealis ? I fuppofe iu does, if it 
blows long, except it rain, for then 
the eletirical flud paffes with the 
drops into ‘he earth: but this fome- 
times happens in the day time, whea 
the light is too feeble to be obferv- 
ed; or % may happen at too greata 
diflance fiom the obferver ; or lcon~ 
ceive he mav be too near: inetber 
cafe he would not perceive 3 for I 
fuppofe i requires a given column 
of air to look through, of a ceriam 
thicknets, in order that the bght 
might be perf{picuous, 

It may be alfo enquired, why north 
erly winds co not produce the aurora 
borealis 2? The réaton iS, northerly 
winds are charged with but very lt- 
tle vapcur; cven a north-ealt wind, 
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unul it begins to ran, is drying; 
then what of the fluid it receives, u 
conducis io the carth. 

—F S2O@— 


To the geneva! off mbly of the fate of 


Khode 1. i.e petetronand memo- 
rial of bn prefentatsives of the 
copie cal. dguakers. in New Eng- 


land beiny met ivogether wmeapecty 

of @ mecitings for /ufferings, 
RefveBfuliy froweth, 
TPLLAT it ts) not without a real 

cancern, that we again adJrefs 
You; having lately wiancifed your 
jalt and favourable interpolition in 
refpect io the iniquitous trade to 
Atrica for flaves, wnich we a: a fo- 
ciety have f-r iome time conlidered 
as a national evil, tend:rg to draw 
cown the divine difplealure; but 
being fully perfuaded that the fame 
principle of truth and juflice, tuge- 
ther with adefire for the prelervatien 
and welfare of our fellow citizens in 
general, confirain us, we hope a wall 
not be deemed unfeatoaable to bay 
before you our concern, and to re- 
commend to your ferious confideia- 
nonthe repeal or amencment of fe- 
veial laws of this fiaic, which we 
apprehend are, ‘n their prefent opera- 
tion, not ony incontlient wich the 
prmciples of justice and goud govern. 
ment, but alio with the beti fenti- 
mewis and feclings of your contiitu- 
ents aad our fellow cuizens in ge- 
neral, 

Asthe aét which makes the paper 
eurrcocy of this lia, in tts predone 
depreciated value, a tender at par in 
paymeat of jult dcbis, has been 
found inad-guae to any valuable 
purpofe of iupporting its creait : 
whatever laudable imieniions any 
may have hag in promotng the fad 
at, we apprchend icy can no Jone 
ger operate for is continuance, 
wh.ch bow mua be accompanicd 


* 


wih the painful fenfations arifing 
froma protpect of injury to many— 
peibaps ruin to fome; who being ins 
cap22ic, or unwilling, to avai them. 
felves ot ithe advantages, look up to 
the iegiflatve body for protection 
aad iedrefs, in atlording which we 
apprehend your reputation and dig. 
niy at this me deeply inierelted, 
‘Lhe att which makes void notes 
and book accounts, that are not fet- 
tied within two years from the paf- 
ling the fame, we alfo apprehend to 
Le of the fame nature with the other, 
We therefog re{pecifully intreat 
your candid and ferjous attention to 
tae aforelaid laws, which we have 
reatun to believe are naw conlidered 
as real grievances by your confliu- 
ents, and af conunued in force, will 
prove awide and fatal dvor of in- 
yultice and oppreflion, on the one 
hand, aud depravity and corruption 
of merals on. the other, And tha 
you uv wifdom will fee meet to re- 
psal the fame, or make fuch amend- 
ments as will eifectually prevent the 
miichiefs refuluing therefrom. 
Signed in and on behalf of the re- 
prefentat:ves aforefaid, at a 
mecsing for fufferings, held at 
Providence; for New England, 
the es5th of the ed month, by 
Thomas ARNOLD, cletk, 


[N.B. The above petition was rejected) 
—S OD — 


Speech on the learned languages,wrtt- 
ten by the hon. Frances Hophinfon, 
and delivered by a young gentleman 
at a fublic commencement in the 
univerfity of Penn/ylvania. 


Ladics and gentlemen, 
, 4M fenlible’ of the danger and 
diihcu'ty to which an orator mult 
expofe himfelf, who boldly venuyes 
to oppofe public prejudice, and con- 
trad:tt eflablifhed opinions ; and yet, 
wathout this licrary heroifu:, philo- 


fephic 
to ligt 
trines 
fixed | 
crent 
volved 
more 
rality 
wha'e 
fuch | 
to elle 
ing. 
for th 
lete 
- for 
other 
them! 
who ¢ 
fyften 
impri 
revol 


thous 
the 
hand! 
wit 
6 oh 
$s gu 
—th: 
be v- 
faite f 


open 
ther: 
or W 
rich 
wife 
ake 
com 
yun 





Speech on the learned languages. 


fephic truth had never been brought 
tolght. A mgd adherence to doc- 
trines gerera ly admitted, would have 
fixed us at this dayin the errors of an- 
cient phtlofophy, or have teft us in- 
volved in the whimfical vortices of the 
more modern Defcartes. The gene- 
ratty OF mankind receive for truth 
whatever may be handed to them as 
fuch by thofe whom they aretaught 
to elleem as men of profound learn- 
ing. They are not anxions to enquire 
for themfelves ; becaufe enquiry is re- 
plete with troubie ; and itis much eaf- 
er for them to adopt the op:nions of 
others, than to form op:nions for 
themfelves. But woe to the man, 
who atrempts to uninge the popular 
fyitem. Galileo was perfecuted and 
imprifoned for afferting that the earth 
revolved or its axis 3 and was com- 
pelled publicly to renounce a truth, of 
which he was fully convinced, and 
of which there is now no doubt re- 
maining. 

Thefe prenaratory obfervations I 
thought neceffarvy, as an apology for 
the manner in which I propofed to 
handle the fubjeét affigned to me—to 
wit- ** The ufe and advantages of 
“what are called the learned lan- 
* guages tn the education of youth’’ 
—hele advantages ought, indeed, to 
be very great and manifefl, to compen- 
fate for the precious time {pent in ac- 
quringthem. Let us, for amomenr, 
lay afide former prejudices, and con- 
fider the fubject with candour and im- 
parrality. 

The beneSts to be expetted from 
the ttudy of she dead languages, mit, 
T think, flow from fome or al! of the 
following fources. It mult esher 
open adoor of knowledge, to whieh 
there is no other means of accels ; 
or will polifh the manners and en- 
rich the mind with ideas not other- 
wife to be acquired 3 or will ferve as 
akey to all ocher languages. and be- 
come the vehicle of univerial ¢om- 
unication, 
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With refpett to the fird, TI venture 
to affert, and think at will hardly be 
controverted, that there is no ancieut 
author, Latin, Greek, or Hebrew, 
philofopher, hiforian, or poet, of 
any reputation, whofe exilling works 
have not been trantlated by able 
hands mnro molt of the modern fan- 
guages of Europe. Sothat there can 
be no knowledge contained inthofe 
produttions to which the reader of the 
prefent day may not have accefs, by 
the eafy means of his native tongue, 
The treafures of the ancients have 
been minutely fcrutinized, and every 
article of value held up to public view, 
and faithfully reflected from the mir- 
rors of modern languapes. 

Neither can I fee, in the fecond 
place, how am acquainsance with the 
Latin, Greek, or Hebrew tongues, 
fhould neceffarily polilh the manners 
or enrich the mind with ideas rot 
otherwife to be acquired, Is there 
an inherent magic. a fupernaturatl 
fecundity tn thofe ancien: linzuages, 
which modern modes of {peech cane 
not boali P—W hena plan man reads 
in his bible thefe words---** In the 
beginn'ng was the word, and the 
word was with Goa’’---has he not 
the fame ideas fuggelted. ard an equal 
comorecheniion of ther meaning with 
the learned (cholar, when he reads, :n 
loftier tone—'F 
wero doves 49 F205 Tey ©eev, Lurely 
there can be nv» d iference. As to 
pol: fhing the manners---a minure and 
technical knowledge of the learned 
languages hath an ctfect fo notorrout- 
ly to the conrrary, thar to calla man 
amere {cholar. \s as muchas to fay 
he has no manners at all, Hur per- 
haps, languages, like 


me lats, 
quire a valve merely from ther an- 
t.quuy: 
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ac- 


if fo, we ought to eBablith 
{chools for teaching the Chrnete 
tongue: which ts certainly more 
ancient than either Lain or Greek, 
and, 2s fome fay, than even the He. 
brew itfelf --look where’we will tos 
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a diflinguithed pre eminence in thofe 
dead languages, fuch as may juflify 
the great expenfe of tme and ftudy 
neceflary to acquire them, and can- 
dour mult acknowledge, that, fuch 
pre-eminence 1s not to be found. 
But, fays the third pofition, they 
ferve as a key to all modern lan- 
guages, and may become an univer- 
fal means cf communication. The 
only purpofe of language 1s to con- 
vey ideas: if modern fpeech does 
this, itis complete ; if 1 does not, 
it is no language. What neceility 
then fora key ? when a perfon fays 
a houfe or a man, 1s he not as well 
underflood, as if he fhould add, that 
the one was called cemus, and the 
other 4omo, by the ancient Romans ? 
terms are altogether arbitrary, and 
general confent alone adapts them to 
the things they are deligned to re- 
prefent ; and furely, the general 
confent of the moderns is as re{petta- 
able and valid, as the general confent 
of the ancients. ‘The truth is, there 
js no natural connexion between 
words and things. If fuch a con- 
nexion was to confluure the per- 
feftion of a language, we mull ac- 
knowledge, that the +:ofant excels in 
propriety, when he callsthe fheep dca, 
oradog bow wow, But the Lai 
tongue, it 1s fuppofed, may ferve as 
an univerfal means of communication 


‘between people of diferent nations— 


true—and {fo may any other lan- 
guage, if generally admitted and 
taught. The Latin tongue does rot 
feem to be peculiarly and exclufive- 
Jy adapted to this purpofe. For, 
notwithftanding that it has been in- 
culcated with fo much afliduity by 
innumerable private tutors and pub- 
lic infiitutions, for fo many hundred 
years, yet the Frenchis, at this day, a 
more univerfal language than the La- 
tin. The experiment has been fairly 
made, and urged to the extent; yet 
bur few people write in Latin, and 
fewer full ufe it as a medium of 


converfation, Asto the Greek, it is 
in fafhion no where but in the 
{chools ; and none but Jews make 
ufe of the Hebrew. To what pur. 
pofe, then, are fo many years {pent 
in acquiring thefe obfolete lan- 
guages >—To what purpofe ?-~A 
Short flory will anfwer this quef- 
tion, 

The celebrated mr. Rowe went 
one day, to pay his court to the earl 
of Oxford, then lord high treafurer 
of England. The earl afked him if 
he salachend Spanith P Mr. Rowe 
acknowledged he did not : but ima- 
gining that his lordthip might in- 
tend to fend him into Spain on fome 
honourable commiflion, he added 
that he did not doubt but ina fhor 
time he might be able to underltand 
and fpeak 1, ‘The earl recommend. 
ed it to him todo fo, Whereupon 
inr. Rowe took his leave ; and, re- 
tiring into the country, applied hin. 
felf induftrioufly to the fludy of the 
Spanifh language. Afier which he 
again waited on the earl, who afked 
him, if he underflood it thoroughly ? 
—inr, Rowe anfwering in the afir. 
mative, the earl exclaimed—how 
happy are you, mr. Rowe, that you 
can now enjoy the pleafure of read- 
ing Don Quixote in the original! 

How happy is the Latin fcholar, for 
he can read Virgil and Horace in 
the original ! 

An obfervation or two on the me- 
thod of teaching thefe learned |an- 
guages fhall clofe my fpeech on this 
occalion, which, I perceive, fome 
think is already longer than it fhould 
be, 

Te might feem flrange to affert that 
few teachers of a language have 
any talle for its beauties—and yet 
the cafe too often occurs in fat. 
Accullomed, as they are, to (reatit 
by detatl, and hacknied in a crit 
cal confideration of its component 
parts, they almoft unavoidably lole 
all fenfe of iis general effe&l, and 
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Anfwer to the preceding fpecck. 


become firangers to that f{pirit of ex- 
preflion in.which its principal ele- 
gance confilts. For the fame reafon, 
the pupil never acquires a true tafle 
for the learned languages, tll long 
after he has been emancipated from 
the fhackles of grammatical inveili- 
gation. To teach a language by 
means of its grammar, is beginning 
atthe wrong end; tor no language 
ever originated in a grammar, All 
the fpirit of a language mult necef- 
farily evaporate in a grammatical 
conflru¢tion—let us take an example 
from our own tongue—fuppofe the 
following paflage from Pope to be 
put into the hands of a boy, learning 
Englifh— 

* Heav’nfirft taught letters for fome 

wretch’s a:d, 
Some banifh’d lover, or fome cap- 
tive maid : 
% They live,they fpeak, they breathe 


what love inf{pires, 


Warm from the foul, and faithful 
to its fires ; 
The virgin’s wilh, without her 


fears, impart : 
** Excufe the blufh, and pour out all 
the heart ; 
Speed the foit intercourfe from foul 
to foul, 
* And waftafgh from Indus to the 
pole,”’ 

Forthwith the learned gramma- 
rian and his induflrious pupil fall to 
work on thefe beautiful lines. ‘hey 
mince them, without mercy, into 
verbs and adverbs, nouns a:d_pro- 
nouns, fubilantives and adjeciives— 
gerunds—- participles—- articles—and 
particles-—and God knows what. 
Jdut in this general lafceration, what 
will become of the melody of the 
verfe—the delicacy of fentiment— 
the elegance of exprelfiion—with a 
thoufand namelefs graces, not deh- 
ned in the rules of grammar P—alas! 
all would vanifh in the {cholaflic 
procefs. As well might an anatomilt 
diffe€t a living body, with a view to 
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difcover the nature and feat of the 
foul that animates it, as a gramma- 
rian, to inveftigate the powers of a 
language, by refolving it into its 
component parts. But what would 
the author fay, could he be a witnefs 
of fucha chemical difitilation of his 
charming lines P—or what would 
Horace do, if he could be prefentin 
a modern {chool, and hear one of his 
elegant odes frittered into all the 
{mail ware of the fyntax ?—what 


would he do !—he would be difpofed 


to break the {cholar’s head, and put 
the tutor to death, 

Bu: my zeal for truth is hurrying 
me beyond the bounds of difcretion. 
Thetime may come, when teachers 
willbe convinced that languages are 
notto be fquared by rule and com- 
pafs, as lands are furveved ; and that 
iris not necellary to fearch antiquity 
for the means of a reciprocal com- 
munication of ideas, becaufe langua- 
ges moll in ufe, are, in truch, the molt 
ufeful to be known. 


—SsS @@— 


Anfwer to the preceding [reech— 
written by the fame gentleman as 
the former—and delivered by ano- 
ther fiudent. 


Ladies and gentlemen, 

Wy Y fellow-fludent has entertain- 

ed you with a differtanon on 
the learned. languages, and added 
fome flrictures on the method of 1n- 
culcating them in modern f{chools, 
He has handled the fubjett in his 
own exceniric way, and has, I doubt 
not, obtained from this candid and 
polite audience, all the credit his in- 
genuty deferves. Bur ingenuity 1s 
not truth; and falfe reafoning, how- 
ever varnifhed with wit, is falfe rea- 
foning ftill: I fhall not attempt to 
imitate my friend in the vivacity of 
his flyle ; but he muflt excufe me if 
I endeavour to expofe the fallacy of 


c 


his argumenis, and refcue {9 conlide- 
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rable 1 branch of modern education 


from the obloquy his capricious hu- 
mour hath been pieafed to throw upon 
wt. Llaving myfelf becn duly ferment- 
ed win grammatical fro h—knéaded 
and moulded oy the difcip!ine of the 
{chools— baked, and, as it were, p »- 
ing hot from the clathical oven—and 
encruited with ference, can 1 hear 
thef: flanders on the learned langua- 
ges, which I have been [ long ac- 
cultomed torefpect, and which | 
acquired with fo mach paitilus itudy, 
and yet fit ‘lent by P—no !—the tire 
of ald Rome, and the fpiritof Achens, 
will not brook fuch indigo y. 

The fic afertion, and indeed the 
groundon wach he chell. retle, is 
that all ancient authorsot any reput 
have been tranfler dinto Mer Ae lan- 
guages; from which he tnfers chat 
ahe orginals are of further ufe. 

Ie might as well have faid that be- 
caule a ihadow proyetts the true out- 
hes of the fubliance, it is of equal 
vale,anod wll anfwer the fame pur- 
poles, ‘Tiers are numberlefs b- cau 
ties to be difcovered by a fcholar, 
and a force a oropriety, arifing 
froin what 1s called the fdiom of a 
languags, which no tranflacon can 
convey ; not only this, bart the real 
meaning of the author, even in the 
original, is, in many inflanc et, not 
eafily afcertained by the learned 
themfe'ves. How then fhail it be 
found ia a tranflation ? To prove 
this, we need only look at the volu- 
minous notes upen Elorace, or the 
various read 4 of Virg i. in wh ch 
the moll pro‘ ind (cholars haved {fer- 
ed in opin-on, and about which they 
have difputed, confured, and refuted 
each other, time im -nemorial --and 
the matter is as far from decifion 
as ever---whae delizh. fil obfcurity ! 
what glorions uncertainty ! will a 
tranfarion furnih any thirg Ike 
this ? farely nor, The terms of a 
known langnage are too well under- 
food to ad nit of much alercation— 


all isa dead and langnid precifos 
Tne fy‘iem, the dottrines, the ar, 
ments of a modern author may 
queit.oned and cany afl-d-—but teldor 
his meaning ; 1f he has any ME Aaving 
a all, 

The great and excellent ufe of thy 
learned languages contifts, im ny 
yh nion, in the two fuliowing Cit 

unflinces: 

Firfl, they afford the moderns » 
incxagudlible foorce of ingenious a. 
tercation and profound conjecture: 
and, 

Secondly, by deriv ng the technir 
terms of every ference from thoy 
languages, a myllerous obfcuny 
« ob aned, which throws a ve 
over the face of truth, and {creen 
the rays of knowledge from vuiyr 
eyes. ; 

As to the firfl—in the variog 
read ngs of ancien! authors, in nove, 
critvcal and explamatory, and in now 
upon thofe notes, what a field » 
opened for profound erudinon ! and 
when the modern commentator fina 
himfelf hard preffed, it is ba fuppol. 
Ing an error to have crept into th 
texte—'t is but altering a letter o 
two, asorccation fhall require, and he 
can make the original fupport bu 
commen’, with all the feeming rea 
foo in he world : and however ano- 
ther modern crite may difpure the 
prize with him, he is fure that the au- 
thor himfelf will never come back to 
decide the conte, An obfcure fen. 
tence will furnith a literary featl ; and 
one half part of a long Greek or He- 
brew word, has been fufhoent to oc- 
cafiona fetn{m, and give the world a 
new religious fe, 

I know of no modern ambhor f 
rich im this kind of learnng a 
Shakefpeare---he wrote on the verge 
of the old and modern Engtifh ; and 
has fo blended the id-oms of the 
writers of hie day with thofe cf their 
grand athers. as tooccafon much de- 
lighifal uncertainty and imgeniou 
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Anfwer to the preceding fpeech, 


gommentating---this, together with 
the incorrect Manuer m which his 
works have been banded to us, has 
ai cded a glorious oppurtunity for 
gueis work—and Warburion, Theo- 
pald, Johaton, and many others have 
exercited their talents accord ngly. 

Bui 1 baften to the fecond advan- 
tage 1 menuoned, as pecubar to the 
dead languages, to wii—'hat by de- 
nving terms from them imo the 
leaned f{ciences, a myfterious ob- 
{curty ts obta.ned, which throws a 
veil over the face ofiruth, and {creens 
the rays of knowledge frog vulgar 
cyes. 

When the barberous nations of 
the north over san barep., they ob 
hiiciaced almull cvery crace of {ct 
ence. A few monks only wee io 
pollcihon of the feeds of learning 
conia.ned in the remaining works of 
ncient authors.: when the day of 
knowledge again began to dawn, 
shele manufcripts were in great re- 
pucc; and when printing was invent- 
ed, copies of vere exceedingly 
muliplied. As ihele were, ‘tien, the 
jouices of fcrence, no man war el- 
teemed learned, who had not fhudied 
ihc languages in whom they were 
wrtten : end to Greek and Latin 
became almoii the only avenues to 
wowledge: tuca wm the ule of the 
learicd languages atiiatume, Vee 
ty diferent, but not kefs important, 
is ihe u.c at ths day: by means 
of repeaicd tranflaiens, the trea. 
furcs of the ancients have been lard 
open tu public view. Science, d- 
velled of wiyucry, wowld lute its va- 
lucy and mcn of learning torkeit 
tiat re prat which the Vulgar owe 
to prelound erudiion, were it met 
thats the palofopher, the ‘fcholas, 
tae man of fcieuce io every d 
ment, bah taken care to borruw a 
protulion « f technical terms 
tne learned Icnguages, which 
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art from the adiniring multitude, So 
that modern rearneus conlilts, uot le 
much inthe fludy o: catags, asin the 
knowledge of terms, For, as (he au- 
thor ot Hudibras obterves, 
All a rhevorician’s rules 
‘Teach noth/og but to name his tools, 
And fo tis in every fc.ence-- - 
and fo it ought to be; tor, if 
were otherwife--.1f the icrms uted 
by men of learn ng were given in 
the vulgartongue, e ery body would 
usderiland them, and tovnce toon 
become con.emp: bie. bor intlance, 
a grave and learncd phyfician 
in.orms his paiient---* 
order isan anthrax, and 1 thail pre- 
torbe an emuthent catep/a/m fy 


thus 
your Giue 


~ Han ish led with fear, wooucer 
anu ic {pett. isut fhould he tell him, 
in plain Engl th --** 
bowl, and mult apply a poulkue of 
bread and uvik’’---the patent would 
deipile the doctor and the difcale, 

li isthe Greck and Latin languages 
that furmih bcte bogh found ng words; 
fo delyhitul co the car when the teple 
is concealed, 

Sounds have a fingular eect upon 
the human m nd—elpecially artieu- 
lated founds: and ihe cit is fill 
more ceria © when thete lous evher 
ng atad, of are Hulun- 
olan w ep- 


you have gla 


have no mean 
derllood—an iyoo 
tug aloud under the wiuence of a 
powerful preacher, was alked the 
caule of her lamentaiuon---don’t you 
hear, fard fhe, thofe charming words 
Pamphylia, aud 
Parygtal And Lhnewa lady during. 
ond we y™ leis one polite 


ani w 
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tic war, wh 
tical prince ple, or had any preci.c idea 
of tne real caule of comell bei weca 
Great Bia nand America; and yet 
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colonel B. the tavern-keeper—and 
even general Wa/hing ton, the farmer, 
only created coniempt. Bur, | an 
perfuaded, if fome Inaian cluef, with 
a long Cherokee or Mohawk name, 
had commanded our armies, fhe would 
have thought much more refpettably 
fthe American caule, 

This being truch—and a truth 
tounded in nature—will any one pre- 
rend to fay that the Greek and Latin 
languages are of noufeP?—Wha! 
fhall we call things by downmghe 
vulgar Engith names ? Sha! noi the 
phyfician have his paregorics and an- 
tt/pa/modrcs, hs lentccves an! feda- 
tues, antiphloarfrcs, cathariics, 


and dwreiics ? thali not She lawyer 
have his frers_factas, /ctre -factas and 
certiorearis ? Oe tae civine ais /ate- 


tudinartans, cnarians, {uelapfa- 
rieus and /up alag/arzans ?—DSniall 
the chym:{f give un mis hara words, 
nd the bo:anit his technical terms, 
in which indeed ats whole art confiils ? 
—Depioravle wiil be the Rate of eru- 
dition when this thall be the cafe— 
knowledge, indeed, might increafe, 
and become more weneraily diffuled ; 
but dearning would be no move—we 
might then lay—fuch a man is a man 
of genius, of wildom, of underitand- 
ing :—but where fhould we find the 
min of profound erudition—one 
who would fpurn at the fimplicty 
of nature’s works, and plunge in 
fyflem deeper than common fenfe 
could ever fathom ? But, thanks to 
our univerfities, colleges, academies, 


and fchools—--or rather, thanks to. 


the learned languages which they fo 
laborioufly and induttrioufly inculcate 
---fuch an era, it may be prefumed, 
is yet far diftant, 


Addrefs to the honourable the members 
of the convention of Virginia, by 
Lench Coxe, ¢/q. 


(Continued from page 432.) 

HE length of the addrefs I had 

lately tne honour to make you, 
rendered it inconvenicnt at that time 
to bring before you fume further con. 
liderations, which appear of impor. 
tance. fhe fruacion of your ealtern 
{lve Counties is a matter that fhould 
be ferioutly conhadered, before you 
determine to reject the propofed con. 
{litutzon. Shouid Virgina decline the 
new confederacy, the good people of 
Acomack and Northampton will find 
themlelves feparated from the rett of 
the ilate, by a great bay, larger than 
the enwance of the Mediterranean 
which divides Africa from Eu. 
rope ; while the adjoinjag fiate of 
Maryland is diltinguithed from them 
by a mere imaginary line. The 
eaflern fhore of Virginia mult be a 
this ume exceedingly connetted with 
the lower counties of Maryland, by 
blood and marriage, and by a variety 
of bulinels. Vhey would be paru- 
cularly expofed to the fleets of the 
union and of foreigners, were they 
not to join the new confederacy ; for 
their fituation is almoft infular, the 
lengih of the boundary line, dividing 
them from Maryland, being but four- 
teen miles. Whether they would 
remain with Virginia under thee 
circumilances, or unite with Mary- 
Jand and the union, feems a queltion 
deferving your fer.ous reflexion. In 
confidering this point, you will re- 
colle&t, that every member of the 
Maryland convention for the eaftern 
fhore, and all the members of the 
Delaware convention, reprefenting 
the body of the peninfula, were de- 
cided!y in favour of the conflitntion. 
You will alfo remember the induce- 
ments thofe counties would have, in 
the maiket for their produce, which, 
in the event of their being out of 
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the new union mult be burdened with 
the impolt that will certainly be tard 
upon all foreign articles imported. 
Similar confiderations may influence 
other parts of your ftate to fecede 
froin Vicgiihe and cling to the uni- 
on. 

If there are any of the citizens of 
your ftate who expect to fee\smanu- 
fattures eflablifhed m Virginia, it 
will appear of great conlequence to 
them, that you fhould bea part of 
the new confederacy ; for if your 
workmen cannot vend their commo- 
dities im the other ftases wahout 
meeting the foreign: impofl, which 
will fall on all articles not of the 
growth or manufacture of the union, 
n will operate exceedingly ‘to -dif- 
courage them. Two cirtcumftances 
within-your command, promife more 
faccefs in manufactures, than might 
athirit appear to be the cafe—your 
coal, which is yet pecular co Vir- 
ginia, on the -fea coalt, an article 
highly tmportant to a great number 
of manufatiures 3: and cotton, which 
mait be the great American raw 
material for prece goods, The thores 
of James and Apamatox rivers feem 
moft particularly interelted jn chefe 
confiderations, tho’ they are of rea! 
e great importance to the ttate at 
arge, 

Theexpefed trade of Virginia wth 
that teritle country between Potowmac 
and thelakes, togetherwith your In- 
dian tradethro’ike waters of the Ohio, 
would be -loft,.1f your honourable 
hou fe thould'finally reject the confliu- 
tion, The waters of the Monongatela 
are indifpenfably necellary to fecure 
thefe advantages to you: bu: you will 
remember, the impofition of a toil 
and duty on every thag palling 
thro’ that ehannel to and from Vir- 
ginia, would turn the trage into ano- 
ther courfe.. ‘ibe new anion would 
find its own amereft in promoting 
the northern communications by the 
Sufquehanna and the Mohawk rivers, 
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which flow thro’ New York, Penn 
fylvania, and Maryland, 

Should you attempt to form a 
{mall confederacy, you would be con- 
firaned to give up confiderable 
points (fome of them, perhaps, very 
injurious to you) to fecure the accefli- 
on of the few fiates who might content 
to come into wt. North Caroiina, 
for inftance, fhould that tlate deci ne 
the propoled government, might mfitt 
on her paper money being introduc 
ed, into the bulinefs of both flares. 
Many other inconveniences of alike 
naiure would certainly prefent thent- 
felves. 

‘The treaties fabfifling at this time 
between the unied tates and foregn 
nations, will not continue in force 
with Virgima, if feparated from the 
union, We may doubt whether they 
would! be renewed with her, as the in- 
ducements fhe could hold out, alone, 
would probably be infuthcrent, and 
it 1s teafonable to fuppofe a con- 
nexion with any ftate, that {fhould 
wihdraw herieif from the union, 
would be declined, at leaft for a ume, 
by all foreign powers who m chr de. 
fire a connexion with the new confe- 
deracy. 

The thock to public and private 
credit, beth at home and abroad, that 
will be confequent on the rejection of 
the propofed government, wil! be mott 
violent and dreadful, Every fcheme 
of prudence «and enterprife among 
our own citizens, every pian of ad- 
venture and ‘ellablilhment here, ma- 
ny of. which are dounrtlefs now. in 
contemplation ‘by foreigners, wil be 
ehecked and fubveried. But fhould 
nine or ten flares adopt the conflius 
tion, how miferable will be the con 
dition of publre and private credit in 
thofe flares whodechne t! Wali anv 
American or fore gn merchant truft 
his property within cher boundares 
«-will any foreign nation hive the 
frvallefl confidence > anuiele ~bianb, 
diflevered trom the body ? Awerwa, 
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in the deplorable event of the rejec- 
tion of the federal conituutron, will 
be hike a hopelefs victim whom juf- 
tice has fudjetted tothe rack, She 
will crefemble one of thofe pitiable 
objeéts in the disjonted condition of 
her members, In one refpett, in- 
deed. her fituation will be more 
dreadful. The coup de grace termi- 
nates all his aysonies, while our diftraét- 
ed country will be doomed to drag on 
cher miferable exilience for a length 
of time to which no human mind can 
fix a period, 

In fuch a fituation of affairs, in- 
fiead of expecting new fchemes of 
emolument and advantage, we mutt 
forefee the «certain lofs of many old 
ones: initead of frequent and nume- 
rous emigrations, and an influx of 
imported wealih, we may be too 
ceriain of depopulation, and the ex- 
portation of property, Inftead of the 
delightful and benefeial cultivation 
of the arts of peace, we muft once 
more experience the miferies of civil 
difcord—not to fecure, but to de- 
{troy our peace, liberty, and fafety, 

It has been faid by fome, that the 
united ftates are much too extenfive 
to continue under one government. 
But che youngeft people now on the 
theatre of life remember this very 
country, joined by the Florndas on 
the fouth, and by Nova-Scotia, New- 
Brun{wic, and Canada on the north, 
exifling under one government. To 
all thefe were added. the Welt India 
Iflands, Newfoundland, the Britith 
territoriesin the Eall Indies, and the 
kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire- 

land, It will be foon enough to con- 
fider whether we ought to feparate, 
when a- difpofition of that kind is 
difcove ted in fome of the flates, 
Hitherto, no fuch difpofition has ap- 
peared. The general convention, 
who were are(pectable reprefentation 
of our country, certainly did not 
think the idea either proper or con- 
ducive to our happinefs, or they 


would have framed their aft accord. 
ingly. Congrefs have never recom. 
mended a feparation to our confidera- 
tion, nor has the legiflature of any 
flaie advifed or defired it. However 
pleafing it may be to individuals, 
there as no proof of its being the with 
ot a fingle county in the union, A 
litle retlexion will fhow it to be as 
inconfiflent with our happinefs and 
intereft, as it is oppofite to the withes 
and feel:ngs of the people. Were we 
united by the federal government, 
there would be no enemy at hand 
diflurb our perfeét tranquillity. The 
Spaniards on the fouth, we may af. 
fume, have infinitely more reafon to 
be apprehenfive of our movement, 
than weof theirs. The Britifh pro- 
vinces on the north are more likely, 
in the event of a war, to furnifh op- 
portunity againft us. But they can- 
not be very imjurious: and indeed 
they may rather ferve the ufeful pur- 
— of keeping us on our guard, 

e-have nothing to fear from either 
of thofe quarters, provided we are 
united, In this refpect, the united 
fates, under the new confltitution, will 
poffe(s all the advantages in America, 
which Henry 1V. hoped to produce 
by ageneral league in Europe, with 
this great dflerence in our favour, 
that the road to ours is through well- 
conducted and free councils, inde- 
pendently held by the ftates concern- 
ed; and his {cheme, however ufeful 
and noble the defign, would necefla- 
rily have been effe@ted by force and 
bloodined. 

Wittout advancing the arrogant 
idea, tha; the propofed plan of federal 
government is perfectly. unexception- 
able, the proper queftionon this great 
occalion teems to. be, whether the 
happinefsof America will not be more 
etlecinally promoted by. adopting it, 
with the power and right to introduce 
amendments provided in it, than by 
rejecting it under the prefent circum- 
fiances of our country. 
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Some may afk, why not previoufly 
amend P—We refpecifully anfwer: 
Fir, becaufe our circumilances do 
not admit of delay, without the lofs 
or pollponement of many great ad- 
vantages, and without many ferious 
dangers and injuries at home and 
abroad. Secondly, becaufe itis not 
to be expetted that any future con- 
vention wiil poffefs, in a more emi« 
nent degree than the laft, the neceffa- 
ry regard for the general interefls of 
America, and the indifpenfible fpirit 


a of amity and conceflion difplayed by 


them, Thirdly, becaufe the gentle- 
men who difapprove of the govern- 
ment, acknowledge a variety of views, 
opinions, principles, and feelings, as 
oppofite and contradittory to each 
other, as they are to the propofed 
conflitution. Fourthly, becaufe fe- 
ven of the flates (and probably eight 
by this time) have adopted the go- 
verament, fome of which are exten- 
five, and fome contratied, fome in the 
north, fome in the fouth, and fome 
inthe centre, fome the moft nume- 
rows in free citizens, and fome the 
leak fo, fome with unchecked demo- 
cratic flate conftitutions, and fome 
with the reverfe, fome poor with a 
paper lawful money, and fome rich 
with no lawful money but folid coin, 
fome purely agricultural, and fome 
manufatluring and commercial,— 
Fifthly, becaufe the adoption of the 
conititution by eight flates (if it thall 
{fo appear) containing about two thirds 
of the free white inhabitants of the 
united flates, is a flrong proof that 
the convention have not miftaken 
the feelings, opinions, and interells 
of the people at large : and laitly, be- 
caufe it will appear, on due exami- 
nation of ihe conititution, more ea- 
fy to antend it after than before the 
tdoption, Permit me, for a few 
moments, to afk your cool and clofe 
attention to this point, To amend 
before the adoption, will require 
that all the flaies, who are to become 
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members of the new confederacy, 
fhould adopt allthe amendments that 
{hall be adop:ed by any one. For 
example, if five amerdments fhould 
be propefed by anew general con- 
vention, and adopted by one flate, 
every other fiate that fhould no 
adopt them all, would effettually re- 
ject the conflitution. That is, the 
confent of the whole thirteen will 
be neceflary to obtain any one a- 
mendment, however falutary., But 
to-amend the conflicwion alier its 
adoption, will require the conven- 
tions or leg:flatures of only three 
fourths of the flares : that is, ten out 
of the whole thirteen. Hence, it 
clearly follows, that the diffeulty of 
obraining amendments afier the ra- 
ufication, will be as much lefs, than 
to procure them before the rattficas 
tion, as tenis lefs than thirieen. 

li has been urged that the ofhcers 
of the federal government will not 
part with power, after they have goe 
it; but thofe who make this remark, 
really have not duly contidered the 
corititution : for congrefs will be 
obliged to call a federal convention 
on the appl cation of the leg:flacures 
of two thirds of the flates : and all 
amendments, propofed by fuch fede- 
ral convention, are to be valid, 
when adopted by the leg flarures or 
conventions of three fourths of the 
fiates. It therefore clearly appears 
that two thirds of the fiates can a! 
ways procure a general convention, 
for the purpofe of amending the con- 
flitution ; and that three fourths 
of them car introduce thofe amend- 
ments into the confiinution, al- 
though the prefident, fenate, and fe- 
deral houfe of reprefentatives {hould 
be unanimoufly oppofed to each and 
all of them, Congrefs therefore can- 
not hold any power, which three 
fourths of the flates fhall not approve 
on experience, 

The government, now offered to 
the free citizens of America, is truly 
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a government of the people ; for no 
man can be excluded from giving 
his voice, or from holding the offices 
which are neseflary to execute nt. Is 
it requifite, to qualify a man to elect 
or be elected, ihai he be rich ? No; 
for there is ne qualification of proper- 
tv, though it was demanded by fome 
who now oppole the confiuution, Is 
it neceflary to be of noble blood or of 
a powerful family ? No; foritis de- 
clared that there fhall be no titles, 
rank or nobility, Is therea power gi- 
ven to a king or a prnce, to al er 
and amend the conflitution P No; 
for wis vefted, where IT truft u will 
ever remaim, in the people them- 


felves. 
AN AMERICAN, 
Philadelphia, May 28, 1788. 
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Remarks on the propofed fyftem of fe- 
deral government ; delivered in an 
addrc{s to the freemen of Edenton 
and the county of Chowan. North 
Carotina, by the hon. HughWilliam- 
fon, fq.delegate from jaid face to 
the late continental convention, 


"THOUGH I am confcious that 
a fubject of the greateit mag- 
nitude mull foffer in the hands of 
fuch an advocate, I cannot refufe, at 
the requefl of my fellow-ciuzens, to 
make tome obfervations on the new 
p an of government. 
it {eems to be generally admitted, 
that the {yflem of government which 
has been prupoted by the late con- 
vention, 1s well calculated to relieve 
us from many of the grievances un- 
der which we have been labouring. 
If I might expre{s my particular fen- 
timents on this fubjecit, I fhould de- 
feribe it as more free and more per- 
fect than any form of government 
that ever has been adopied by any 
nation; but I would not fav i has 
no faults. Imperfettron is mfepara- 
ble from every human device. Seve- 


ral cbjeGlions were made to this {yf- 
tem by two or three very ref{pettable 
charatiers in the convention, which 
have been the fubjett of much con- 
verfation ; and éifer objections, by 
cuzens of this flaie, have lately 
reached our ears, It is propér that 
you fhould confider of thefe obje@i- 
ons. They are of two kinds; they 
re{peci che things that are in the fyf 
tem, and the things that aré not in it, 
Weare told, that there fhould have 
been a feétion for fecuring the trial 
by jury in civil cafes, and the lberty 
of the prefs: that there fhould alfo 
have been a declaration of rights, 
In the new fyflem, it is provided, 
that “the trial of all crimes, except 
in cafes of 1mpeachment, fhall be by 
jury :”’ but this provifion could not 

oflibly be extended to all civil cafes, 
For itis well known that the trial 
by jury is not general and uniform 
throughout the united fhates, either 
in cafes of admiralty or of chancery; 
hence it became neceffary to fubmit 
the queftion to the genetal legfla- 
ture, who might accc mmodate their 
Jaws on this occafion to the defires 
and habits of the nation, Surely 
there is no prohibivonin a cafe thacis 
untouched, 

We have been told that the liberty 
of the prefs is not fecured by the 
new contlitution, Be pleafed to ex- 
amine the plan, and you will find 
that the liberty of the prefs and the 
laws of Mahomet are equally affeéted 
by it. The new government is to 
have the power of protecting literary 
property ; the very power which you 
have by a {pecial att delegated to the 

refent congrefs. There was a time 
in England, when neither book, 
amphlet, nor paper could be pub- 
ifhed without a licence from govern- 
ment. That reflraint was finally re- 
moved in the year 1694: and, by 
fuch removal, their prefs became pet- 
fettly free, for it 1s not under the 
reftraint of any licence, Certainly 
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the new government can have no 

power to impofe reftraints. ‘The ci- 

tizens of the umued flaies have no 

more occafion for a fecond declara- 

tion of rights, than they have for a 

fection in favour of the prefs. Their 
rights, in the feveral ftates, have long 
fince been explained and fecured by 
parucular declarations, which make 
a part of theirfeveral conilitutions. 
It is granted, and perfettly under- 
flood, that under the government of 
the affemblies of the ftates, and un- 
der the government of the congrefs, 
every right is referved to the indi- 
vidual, which he has not exprefsly 
delegated to this, or that legifla:ure. 
The other objettions that have been 
made to the new plan of govern- 
ment, are: That it abforbs the pow- 
ers of the fevera! flares ; that the na- 
tional judiciary is too extenfive ; 
that a flanding army 1s permitted ; 
that congrefs is allowed to regulate 
trade ; that the feveral flates are pre- 
vented from taxing exports, for their 
own beneht. 

When gentlemen are pleafed to 
complain, that litle power is left in 
the hands of the feparate ftates—they 
fhould be advifed to call an eye upon 
the !arge code of laws, which have 

afled in this flate fince the peace. 
- them confider how few of thofe 
laws have been framed, for the gene- 
ral benefit of the nation. Nine out 
of ten of them, are domefiic ; calcu- 
lated for the fole ufe of this flate, or 
of particular citizens, There mutt 
ftill be ufe for fuch laws, though you 
fhould enable the congrefs to collect 
a revenue for national purpofes : and 
the colleét:on of that revenue in- 
cludes the chief of the new powers, 
which are now to be committed to 
the congrefs, 

Hitherto you have delegated cer- 
tain powers to the congrefs, and 
other powers to the affemblies of the 
flates, The portion that you have 























delegaied to cOngrefs, is found to 
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have been ufelefs, becaule it is too 
frnall: awd the powers that are coim- 
m wed io the affemblies. of the fe. e- 
ral flates, are allo found wo be ablo- 
Jutely imeitectual for national purpo- 
fes, becauie they can never be to ma. _ 
naged as to operate in concert, Of 
wha. ufe is that {mali postion of re- 
ferved powers ? lt nether makes you 
dhe cone 
fequence of fuch relervation is aa i- 
onal comempt abroad, and a tiwe 
of.. dangerous weasneis at home. 
Whar avails the ciaam of p wer, 
which appears to be noch: ng bewer 
than the empty whittling of a uame ? 
‘The congreis wall be cholen by your- 
felves, as your members of aflembly 
are. hey will ve creatures of your 
hands, and fubject to your advice. 
Protected and cherilbea by the tua. | 
addittou of power which you inal 
put into them bands, you may be- 
come a great and ref{pettable waion, 
It ts compiained, thai the powers 
of the national juuiciary aie tua 
exienfive. This objection appears 
to have the greaelt weight i the 
eyes of gentiemen who have not 
carefully compared the powers which 
are to be delegated, with thule that 
had been formerly delegated to con- 
grefs. Lhe powers that are now to 
be committed to the national legil- 
lature, as they are decailed in the &h 
fection of the firii ariicie, have al- 
ready been chiefly delegated to ihe 
cangreis, under one form or another, 
except thofe which are contained in 
the Fea paragraph of that fection. 
And the objects, that are now to be 
fubmitred to the fupreme judiciary, 
or to the inferior courts, are thole 
which naturally arife from the con- 
flitutional laws ofcongrefs, If there 
isa fingle new cale, that can be exe 
ceptionable, it is that between a fo- 
reigner and a cuizen, or that be- 
tween the citizens of different faies, 
Thefe cafes may come up by appeal. 
It is provided an thw dyiiem, chat 
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there fhall be no fraudulene tender 
in the payments of debts. Foreigners, 
with whom we have treaties, will 
truft our citizens on the faith of this 
engagement. And the citizens of 
different fates will do the fame, If 
the congrefs had a negative: on the 
Jaws of the feveral Mates, they would 
certainly prevent all fuch laws as 
might endanger the honour Or peace 
of the nation, by making a tender 
of bafe money; but they have no 
fuch power: and it is at leaf pofhble 
that fome flate may be found in this 
union, difpofed to break the confti- 
tution, and abolith private debts by 
{uch tenders. Inthefe cafes the courts 
of the offending flate, would proba- 
bly decide according to its own laws, 
The foreigner would complain ; and 
the nation might be involved in war 
for the fupport of fuch difhonelt mea- 
{ures. Is i not better to have ‘a court 
of appeals in which the judges can 
only determined by the laws of 
the nation? ‘Lhis court is equally 
to be detired by the citizens of dif- 
ferent flates. But we are told that 
juflice will be delayed, and the poor 
will be drawn away by the mechtoa 
diflant court, The authors of this 
remark have not fully confideted the 
queftion, elfe they mutt have: recol- 
lected, that the poor of this country 
have litle to do with foreigners, 
or with the citizens of diftant ftates, 
They do not confider that there may 
be an inferior court in every flate ; 
nor have they recollected, that the 
appeals, being with fuch exceptions, 
aod under fuch regulations a3 con- 
yrefs fhall make, will never be per- 
mitted for unfling fums, of under 
trivial pretences, unlets we can fup- 
pofe that the nauional legiflaiure 
{hall be compofed of knaves and 
tools. The line, that feparates the 
powers of the national legrifature 
from thofe of the feveral flates, 1s 
clearly drawa, The feveral flares re- 
ferve every power that can be exer- 


cifed for the particular ufe and com. 
fort of the flate. ‘They do not yreid 
a fingle power which is not purely 
of national concern ; nor do they 
vield a fingle power which is notab- 
folucely sebelinns to the fafety and 
proiperny of the nation, nor one 
that could be employed to any effet 
in the hands of parucular fates, The 
| se: of judiciary nacurally arnfe 
rom thofe of the legrilarure. Quef- 
tions that are of a national concern, 
and thofe cafes which are determina. 
ble bythe general laws of the nation, 
areto be referred tothe national ju. 
diciary : but they have not any thy 
todo witha fingle cafe ether soa 
orcriminal, which refpecis the pri- 
vate and particular concerns of a 
flate or its citizens, 

The poflibility of keeping regular 
troops in the public fervice, has been 
urged as another objettion again 
the new conftitution, It is very re. 
markable, that the fame objection has 
not been made againil the original 
confederation, in which the tame 
grievance obtained without che fame 
guards, It is now provided, that no 
appropriation of money for the ufe 
of the army fhall be for a longer 
time than two years. Provifion is 
alfo made for having a powerful mi- 
lnttay in which cafe there never can 
be occafion for many regular troops, 

It has been objetied, in fome of 
the fouthern flates, that the congrefs, 
by amajorny of votes, is to have 
the power to regulate trade, Ie us 
univerfally admitted, that congrets 
ought to have this power, elle our 
commerce, which is nearly ruined, 
can never be reflored : but fome 
gentlemen think that the concer- 
rence of two thirds of the votes in 
congrefs fhould have been required, 
By the fundry regulaiions of com- 
merce, 1 will be in the power of go- 
veroment not only to colleét a val 
revenue for the general benefit of the 
nauion, but to fecure the carryng 














Remart: on the propofed fpem of federal groerement. gua 


trade in the hands of citizens in pre- 
ference © flrangers. It has been 
alleged, that there are few fhips be- 
longing to the fouthern Mates ; and 
that the price of freght mult rife, 
in confequence of our excluding ma- 
ny foreign vellels: but when we 
bave not velicls of our own, it is 
certainly proper that we fhould hire 
thofe of citizens im preference to 
firangets ; for our revenues is pro- 
moted, and the nation is Arengthen- 
ed, by the profics that remain un the 
hands of citizens, We are injured by 
throwing them into the haads of ran- 
gem ; and thoug’ the price of freight 
thould rife for two or three years, 
this advantage is fully due to our 
brethren in the ecallern and middie 
flues, who, with great and exem- 
plary candour, have given us equal 
advantages tn reture. A {mall in- 
creale in the price of freight would 
operate greatly in favour of the 
fouthern flaves: it would promote 
the fpiru of fthip-building ; it would 
promoter anurfery for natrve fcamen, 
and woud afford fepport to the poor 
who live near ihe fea coal: nu would 
increafe the value of their lands, 
and, at the fame time, kk would re- 
dece their taxes. 

It has, finally, been objefled, rhat 
the feweral flares are pot perm eed 
to tax theirexports for the berefic 
of their particular treafuries. This 
frange objettion has bern occafen- 
ally repeared by cuizens of thos Wate, 
They mull have tranfplanted it from 
another Hate ; for We could pot have 
heen the growth of Norh Carelicg. 

Such have been the obd;¢ froms 
again the new contirrnron. 

Whi the honefl patriot, who 


guards with jealous eve the hherries 
of hes country, and epprehends din 

gtr under every form—he place ers 

ym every Mare, wher feart icf hivofhre 
Reould pris into ber bend:—b- 
idle, the fatines, and the dilenel, 
who hve by plumes uf { peeulatre.. 


on the miferies of ther country— 
while thefe, aflifled by a numerous 
body of ferret enemies, whe newer 
have been reconciled to our indepen- 
dence, are feck ng for objetions to 
thr conffirerion, it is a remarkable 
citcumMance, and a very hgh enco- 
miun on the plan, that nother 

more plaofible has been offere 

again iu; for a is an caly maver 
to fied faire. 

Let wrurn our eves to a more 
fruiful fubbett. Lee as cConfider the 
prefem condition of the unved Naver, 
and the particular benefits thar North 
Carola mull reap by the propofed 
form of government, W «hen mo- 
ney, HO government can be luppert. 
ed; and congrefs can rarfe no money 
wader the prefent confiuuton, They 
have wot the power w make com- 
mercial treaces ; becaale they cannut 
preferve them when made. Hence 
itis, that we are the prey of every 
nation, We are indulged m feck 
foreign commerce, as mull be hurtful 
tour, We are prohibued from thet 


which aght be profitable : and we 
are accordingly told, that so the 
laf two years, the thericen Mares 


have hardly paid mro the wea ury, 
av much ov fhould kave been pad 
bya tingle Rac. Imell ne 
there tf forne of the # aset— paper 
money on others—a want of mnclina 
tron t= lome, and « general fa'p cron 
throng hone the omionm, hat the bur. 
dens are ancowally lad—atded in the 
general lofe of trade—have prod aed 
a general berkropicy, end bole of 
heneet, Wee have borrowed tone y 
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in Holland; no» from the govern- 
meni, but from private citizens, 
Thofe, who were called the patriors, 
were our friends, and ihey are oppref- 
fed in their turn by hofts of ene.nves, 
They will foon have need of money. 
At chis hour, we are noi able io pay 
the untere’l of theu luan. What is 
tobe done ? Wil you borrow money 
again from ovuer cittzens af :that op- 
preff-d republic, to pay the mere 
of what you bocrowed fram their 
brethren P Phys would be & paiaful 
ex peadjeni > but our.want of govern- 
aps may render u neceffary, You 
have two or three miniters abroad 3 
they muft foon requrn home 3 for they 
canno; be fupporied, You have four 
or five hundred iro ps {catiered along 
the Ohio to protect che froaner in- 
habitants, and, give fome walue to 
your lands ; thole troops are «dl paid, 
and io a fate way for being d fbinded, 
There is hardly ia curcum{tauce re- 
maining— ardiy one ex‘ornal mark 
—by which you can delerve to be 
called a nation, You.are‘not in a 
cond tion to refil she moft sontemp- 
tible enemy. ‘What is thste.to pre- 
vent an, Algerine pirate from land- 
ing on your caaft, and. carrying your 
citizens into flavery ? Youhave nor 
a_fingle floop of war. Does one of 


the flates atiempt to.raife a litle 


money, by impolis or other ;commer- 
cial regulations P A neighbouring 
flare immediately alters, her laws, 
and defeats the revenue, by throw- 
ing the trade into a. different, chan- 
nel. nflead of fupporting or afliit- 
ing, we are uniformly ‘taking the ad- 
vantage of. one anather., Such an 
affemblage of people are nota na- 
tion, Like a, dark cloud; without 
cohefion or firmnefs, we are ready 
to be torn afunder, and. feattered 
abroad, by every breeze. of .external 
violence, or internal commotion. 

Is there a mani this flate, who 
belicves it poilble for us ta continue 
under fuch a government ?—Let us 


fuppofe but fora minute, that fuch 
a mmealure thould be aitempied, Let 
us fuppofe that the feverai flaces thall 
be required and obliged to pay their 
feveral quotas according to the ori- 
ginal plan. You know that North 
Garckos, on the lait four years, has 
not paid one dollar inso the treatury, 
for eight dollars that fhe ought to 
have paid. We mutt increale our 
taxes exceedingly, and thofe taxes 
mult be of the moit grievous kind; 
they muft be taxes on lands and 
heads; taxes that cannot fail to 
grind the face of the poor ; for it 
is clear, that we can raife little by 
imports and exports, Some foreign 
goods are imported by water from 
the northern itates : fuch goods pay 
a duty for the benefit of thofe flates, 
which ts feldom drawo back. This 
Operates as a tax upon our Citizens, 
On this fide, Virginia promotes her 
revenue to the amount of twenty 
five thoufand dollars every year, by 
a tax on our cobacco that fhe exports, 
South Carolina, on the other fide, 
may avail herfelf of fimjlar opportu- 
nities, Two thirds of the foreign 
goods that are confumed in this fate, 
are ‘mported by land from Virginia, 
or South Carolina, Such goods paya 
cetiain wmpott.for the benefi: of the 
imporiing fates ; but our treafury is 
not profited by this commerce, , By 
fuch means, our citizens are taxed 
more than one hundred thoufand dol- 
lars every year; but the flare does 
not receive credit for a fhilling of 
that money, Like a patient that js 
bleeding at both arms, North Caro- 
lina muft foon expire under fuch 
walteful operations, Unlefs. :1 am 
greatly mullaken, we, have feen 
enough of the Rate of the union, and 
of North Carolina in particular, to 
be affured. that another formiof go- 
veroment is become neceffary, Is 
the form now propofed, well calca- 
lated to give relief? To ¢h's we 
muft anfwer in the affirmative. All 











foreign goods that fhall be im- 
ported into thefe ftates, are to pay 
a duty for the ufe of the nation. All 
the flates will be on a footing, whe- 
ther they, have bad ports or good 
ones. No duties will be laid on ex- 
ports ; hence the planter will receive 
the true value Of his produce, wher- 
ever it may be fhipped. If excifesare 
Jaid on wine, fpirits, or other luxu- 
ries, they muft be uniform through- 
out the ftates, By a careful ma- 
nagement of impolts and excifes, the 
national expenfes may be difcharged 
without any other fpecies of tax ; 
but if a poll tax, or land tax, fhall 
ever become neceffary, the weight 
mult prefs equally on every part of 
the union. For in all cafes, fuch 
taxes mull be according to the num- 
ber of inhabitants, Is it not a plea- 
fing confideration, that North Caro- 
lina, under all her natural difadvan- 
tages, muft have the {ame facility of 
paying her fhare of the public debt, 
as the moft fayoured, or the mott 
fortunate ftate P She gains no advan- 
tage by this plan, but fhe recovers 
from her misfortunes. She flands on 
the fame footing with her filter ttates ; 
and they are too generous to defire 
that fhe fhould fland on lower ground. 
When you confider thote parts of 
the new fyltem which are of the 
greateft import---thofe which refpett 
the general queftion of liberty and 
fafety---you will recolleét, that the 
flates in convention were unani- 
mous ; and you mult remember, that 
fome of the members of that body 
have rifqued their lives in defence of 
liberty ; but the fyflem does not re- 
guire the help of fuch arguments ; it 
will bear the moft {crupulous exami- 
nation, 

When you refer the propofed fyf- 
tem to the particular circumilances 
of North Carolina, and confider 
how the is to be effetted by this plan 
---you muft find the utmoft reafon to 
rejoice in the profpett of better times, 
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This is a fentiment that I have ven- 
tured with the greater confidence, be- 
caufe it is the general opinion of my 
late honourable colleagues, and I 
have the utmoft reliance in their fue 
perior abilities. But if our conftitu- 
ents fhall difcover faults where we 
could not fee any---or if they fhall 
fuppofe that a plan is formed for 
abridging their liberties, when we 
imagined that we had been fecuring 
both liberty and property on a more 
ftable foundation--if they perceive 
that they are to fuffer a lofs, where 
wethoughtthey mult rife from a mif- 
fortune--they will, at lealt, do us the 
ee to charge thofe errors to the 
ead, and not to the heart. 

The propofed fyftem 1s now in 
your hands, and with itthe fate of 
your country. We have a common 
intereft, for we are embarked in the 
fame velfel. At prefert fhe isin a 
fea of troubles, without fails, oars, 
or pilot--ready to be dafhed io pie- 
ces by every flaw of wind. You 
may fecure a port, unlefs you think 
it better to remain at fea. If there 
1s any Man among you that wifhes for 
troubled times and fluttuating mea- 
fures, that he may live by fpeculations, 
and thrive by the calamities of the 
{late, this government is not for him, 

If there is any man who envies 
the profperity of a native citizen.— 
who wihes that we fhould rema'n 
without native merchants or feamen, 
without fhipping, without manufac- 
tures, without commerce—poor and 
contemptible, the tributaries ef a fos 
reign country- this government is 
not for him. 

And if there is any man who has 
never been reconciled to our inde- 
pendence, who wifhes to fee us de- 
graded and infulted abroad, oppreiled 
by anarchy at home, and torn into 
pieces by faftions—incapable of re- 
fillance, and ready to become a prey 
to the firft invader—this government 
is not for him, 
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But it is a government, unlefs I 
am greatly miitaken, that gives the 
fairett promife of being firm and ho- 
nourabie—fafe from foreign inva- 
fion or domeltic fedition—a go- 
vernment by which our commerce 
mufl be protefted and enlarged ; the 
value | our produce and of our 
Jands mult be tncreafed ; the labour- 
er and the mechanic muft be encou- 
raged and fupported, It is a form 
of government that is perfeétly fitted 
for protecting liberty and property, 
and for cherifhing the good citizen 
and the honeil man.* 
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Addrefs to the people of the fate of 
New York, on the fubje@ of the 
propojed federal confittution: by 
the hon, John Jay, ¢/q. minifler for 
Soreign affairs to the united ftates 
in congre/s effembled, 


Friendsand fellow citizens, 
HERE are times and feafons, 
when general evils f{pread ge- 

neval alarm and uneafinefs ; and yet 
ar‘{e from caufes too complicated and 
too little underftood by many, to 
produce an unanimity of opinions 
refpecting their remedies, Hence it 
is, that on fuch occafions, the con- 
flict of arguments too often excites a 
conflict of palhons, and introduces a 
degree of difcord and animofity, 
which, by agitating the public mind, 
difpofe it to precipitation and extra- 
vagance. They, who on the ocean 
have been unexpectedly inveloped 
with tempefls, or fuddenly entangled 
among rocks and fhoals, know the 
value of that ferene {felf-poffeflion 


NOT &, 


* The freemen, to whom the above 
addrefs was delivered, afterwards 
agreed to the refolutions inferted in 
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and prefence of mind, to which, ix 
fuch cafes, they owed their preferva- 
tion: nor will the heroes who have 
given us victory and peace, hefitae 
to acknowledge, that we are as much 
indebted for thofe bleflings to the 
calm previfion, and cool intrepidity, 
which planned and condutted our 
military meafures, as to the glowing 
animation with which they were ex. 
ecuted, 

While reafon retains her rule— 
while men are as ready to receive as 
to give advice—and as willing to be 
convinced themfelves, as to convince 
others—there are few political evils 
from which a free and enlightened 
people cannot deliver themfelves, It 
is unqueftionably true, that the great 
body of the people love their couniry, 
and wifh it profperity ; and this ob- 
fervation ts particularly applicable to 
the people of a free country ; for they 
have more and ftronger reafons for 
loving it than others, It is not, 
therefore, to vicious motives that the 
unhappy divifions, which fometimes 
prevail among them, are to be im- 
puted; the people at large always 
mean well; and although they may 
on certain occalions, be mifled by 
the counfels, or injured by the efforts 
of the few who expeét more advan- 
tage from the wreck, than from the 
prefervation of national profperity, 
yet the motives of thefe few are b 
no means to be confounded wit 
thofe of the commmunity in general, 

That fuch feeds of difcord and 
danger have been diffeminated, and 
begin to take root in Auerica, as, 
unlefs eradicated, will foon poifon 
our gardens and our fields, is a truth 
much to be lamented ; and the more 
fo, as their growth rapidly increafes, 
while we-are wafling the feafon in 
honeftly but imprudently difputing, 
not whether they fhall be pulled up, 
but by whom, in what manner, and 
with what in{truments, the work fhall 
be done, 
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Addrefe tothe people ofthe Rate of New York, 


When the king of Great-Britain, 
mifguided by men who did not merit 
his confidence, aflerted the unjutt 
claim of binding us in all cafes what- 
foever, and prepared to obtain our 
fubmiliion by force, the object, 
which engroWed our attention, how- 
everimportant, was neverihelefs plain 
and fiinple. ** What fhall we do ?”’ 
was the queltion, The peuple an- 
{wered, ** let us unite our tounfels and 
our arms,”’ They fent delegates to 
congrefs, and foldiers to the field, 
Confiding in the probity and wif- 
dom of congrefs, they received their 
recommendations as if they had been 
Jaws: and'that ready acquiefcence 
in their advice enabled thofe patriots 
to fave their country. Then there 
was little leafure or difpofition for 
controverfy refpetting the expedien- 
cy of meafures: hollile fleets foon 
filled our ports, and holt:l!e armies 
{pread defolation on our fhores, Uni- 
on then was confidered as the molt 
eflential of human means: and we 
almolt worfhipped m with as much 
fervour, as pagans in diftre{s former- 
ly implored the protection of their 
tutelar deities. That union was the 
child of wifdom : heaven bleffed it, 
and it wrought out our political fal- 
vation, 

That glorious war was fucceeded 
by an advantageous peace. When 
danger difappeared, eafe, tranquility, 
and a fenfe of fecurity loofened the 
bands of union: and congre{s, and 
foldiers, and good faiuh depreciated 
with their apparent importance. Re- 
commendations loft their influence ; 
and requifitions were rendered nuga- 
tory, not by their want of propriety, 
but by their want of power, The 
{pirit of private gain expelled the 
fpirit of public good : and men be- 
came more intent on the means of 
enriching and aggrandizing them- 
felves, than of enriching and aggran- 
dizing their country, Hence the 
wareworp veteran, whofe reward for 
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toils and wounds ex:fed in written 
promifes, found congrefs without the 
means, and too many of the flares 
without the difpofition, to do him 
juftice. Hard necellity compelled him 
and others under fimilar circumftane 
ces, to fell their honelt claims on the 
public for alittle bread ; and thus 
unmeriied misfortunes and patriotic 
disitrefles became articles of {pecula- 
tion and commerce, 

Thefe and many other evils, too 
well known to require enumeration, 
imperceptibly flole in upon us, and 
acquired an unhappy influence on 
our public affairs, But fuch evils, like 
the worft of weeds, will naturally 
{pring up in fo rich a foil: anda 
good government is as neceffary to 
{ubdue the one, as an attentive gar- 
dener or hufbandman is to dellroy 
the other, Even the garden of Puara- 
dife required to be drefled: and 
while men continue to be conitantly 
impelled to error and to wrong, by 
innumerable circumitaces and temp- 
tations, fo long will fociety expe- 
rience the unealing necellity of go- 
yernment, 

It isa pity that the expeflations, 
which actuated the authors of the 
exilling confederation, neither have 
nor can be realized : accuftomed to 
{ee and admire the glorious {pirit 
which moved all ranks of people tn 
the molt gloomy moments of the 
war—oblerving their lteadfafl atrach- 
ment to union, and the w:{dom they 
fo often mamfefted both tn choofing 
and confiding in their rulers—thofe 
gentlemen were led to flatter them- 
felves that the people of America 
only required to know what ought 
to be done, to do it. This amable 
miflake induced them to inftiwute a 
national government in fuch a man- 
ner, as, though very fit to give ade 
vice, was yet defliute of power, and 
fo conftructed as to be very unfit to 
be traufled with it. They feem not to 
have been fenlible that mere advice is@ 
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fad fubflitute for laws: nor to have 
recolletied that the advice even of 
the ail-wife and beft of beings, has 
been always difregarded by a great 
majority of ail the men that ever 
lived. 

Experience in a fevere preceptor : 
but it teaches ufeful truths, and, how- 
ever harfh, is always honeft. Be 
calm and difpaflionate, and liflen to 
what 1t tells us* 

_ Prior to the revolution, we had 
little occafion to enquire or know 
much about national affairs, for al- 
though they exifled, and were ma- 
naged, yet they were managed for us, 
but not by us. Intent on our do- 
meflic concerns, our internal legifla- 
tive bunfiefs, our agriculture, and 
our buying and felling, we were fel- 
om anxious about what pafled or 
was doing in foreign courts, As we 
had nothing to do with that depart- 
ment of policy, fo the affairs of it 
were not detailed to us, and we took 
as little pains to inform ourfelves, as 
others did to inform us of them, 
War, and peace, alliances, and trea- 
ties, and commerce, and navigation, 
were coudutted and regulated with- 
Out our advice or controul, While 
we had liberty and juftice, and in 
fecurity enjoyed the fruits of our 
** vine and fig tree,’? we were in 
general too content and too much 
occupied, to be at the trouble of in- 
velligating the various political com- 
binations in this department, or to 
examine and perceive how excecd- 
ingly important they offen were 
to the advancement and_ protection 
of our profperity. This habit and 
turn of thinking affords one reafon 
why fo much more care was taken, 
and fo much more wifdom difplayed, 
in forming our ftate governments, 
than in forming our federal or nati- 
onal one, 

By the confederation, as it now 
flands, the direétion of general and 
national affairs is committed to a fin- 






gle body of men, viz. the congrefs, 
They may make war, but are not 
empowered to raife_ men or money 
to carry it on, They may make 
peace, but without power to fee the 
terms of it obferved—They may 
form alliances, but without ability 
to comply with the flipulations on 
their parr—They may enter into trea 
ties of commerce, but without power 
to enforce them, at home or abroad 
—They may borrow money, but 
without having the means of repay- 
ment—They may partly regulate 
commerce, but without authority to 
execute their ordinances—They may 
appoint minifters and other ofhcers 
of truft, but without power to try 
or punifh them for mifdemeanors— 
They may refolve, but cannot exe- 
cute either with difpach or with fe- 
crecy—lIn fhort, they may confult, 
and deliberate, and recommend, and 
make requifitions; and they who 
pleafe, may regard them. 

From thisnew and wonderful fyf- 
tem of government, it has come to 
pafs, that almoft every national ob- 
jee of every kind, is at this day un- 
provided for: and other nations, 
taking the advantage of its imbecili- 
ty, are daily multiplying commercial 
rellraints upon us. Our fur trade is 
gone to Canada, and Britifh garn- 
fons keep the keys of it. Our fhip- 
yards have almoft ceafed to diilurb 
the repofe of the neighbourhood by 
the noife of the axe and hammer : 
and while foreign flags fly triumph- 
antly above our higheft houfes, the 
American flars feldom do more than 
fhed a few feeble rays about the 
humble mafts of river floops and 
coalling {chooners, The greater part 
of our hardy feamen are ploughing 
the ocean in foreign pay ; and not 
a few of our ingenious fhipwrights 
are now building veffels on alien 
fhores. Alchough our increafing agri- 
culture and induftry extend and mul- 
tiply our produttions, yet they con- 









gre{s, 
> not 
honey 
make 
se the 
ma 
bili 
ns on 
) trea. 
rower 
broad 
» but 
epay- 
pulate 
ity to 
y May 
hers 
O try 
OrS— 
exes 
th fe. 
nfult, 
, and 
who 


| fyf- 
ne to 
1 ob- 
y un- 
Hons, 
ecili- 
>rcial 
de is 
rarri- 
{hip- 
flurb 
d by 
ner : 
mph- 
the 
than 
the 
and 
“part 
hing 
not 
ights 
alien 
agri- 
mul- 
on- 


Addrefs to the people of the fate of New York. 557 


fliantly diminifh in value: and al- 
though we permit all nations to fill 
our country with their merchandizes, 
vet their beft markets are {hut againit 
us. Is there an Englhifh, or a French, 
ora Spanifh sfland, or port in the Welt 
Indies, to which an American veffel 
can carry a cargo of flour for fale ? 
Not one. ‘Lhe Algerines exclude us 
from the Mediterranean, and adjacent 
countries :.and we are nether able 
to purchafe, nor to command the free 
ule of thofe feas. Can our little 
towns or larger cities confume the 
immenfe productions of our fertile 
country P or will they, without trade, 
be able to pay a good price for the 
proportion which they do confume ? 
The lait feafon gave a very unequi- 
vocal anfwer to thefe queltions— 
What numbers of fine cattle have re- 
turned from this city to the country, 
for want of buyers! What great 
quantities of falted and other provi- 
fions flill lie ufelefs in the ftores ! 
To how much below the former 
price, is our corn, and wheat, and 
flour, and lumber rapidly falling ! 
Our debts remain undiminithed, and 
the intereft on them accumulating— 
our credit abroad is nearly extin- 
guifhed, and at home unreflored— 
they who had money, have fent it 
beyond the reach of our laws, and 
{carcely any man can borrow of his 
neighbour, Nay, does not experience 
alfo tell us, that it is as difficult to 
ay as to borrow P That even our 
okies and lands cannot command 
money—that law fuits and ufurious 
contracts abound—that our farms 
fell on executions for lefs than half 
their value—and that diftrefs in va- 
rious forms, and in various ways, 1s 
approaching falt to the doors of our 
beit citizens ? 

Thefe things have been gradually 
coming upon us ever fince the peace : 
they have been perceived and pro- 
claimed: but the univerfal rage and 
purfuit of private gain confpired 


with other caufes, to prevent any 
proper efforts being made to melio- 
rate our condition by due attention 
to our national affairs, until the late 
convention was convened for that 
purpofe, From the refule of their 
deliberations, the flates expetied to 
derive much good ; and, fhould they 
be difappointed, it will probably be 
not lefs their misfortune than their 
fault. That convention was in gene- 
ral compoted of excellent and tried 
men—men who had become confpi- 
cuous for their wiidom and public 
fervices, and whofe names and cha- 
ratters will be venerated by pofleri- 
ty. Generous and candid minds can- 
not perceive, without pain, the illibe- 
ral manner in which fome have taken 
the liberty to treat them ; nor for- 
bear to impute it to 1mpure and im- 
proper motives, Zeal for public good, 
like zeal for religion, may fometimes 
carry men beyond the bounds of rea- 
fon; but it is not concetvable, that 
on this occafion, it fhould find means 
fo to inebriate any candid American 

asto make him forget what he owed 
to truth and to decency, or induce. 
him either to believe or to fay, that 
the almolt unanimous advice of the 
convention, proceeded from a wick- 
ed combination and conipiracy a- 
gainft the liberties of their country, 
‘This is not the temper with which 
we fhould receive and confider their 
recommendations, nor the treatment 
that would be worthy ciher of us 
or them, I.et us continue careful, 
therefore, that facts do not warrant 
hifiorians to tell future generations, 
that envy, malice, and uncharitable- 
nefs purfued our patriotic benefatrors 
to their graves; and that not ever 
pre-eminence in virtue, nor ives de- 
voted tothe public, could fhield them 
from obloguy and detratiion. On the 
contrary, let our bofoms always re- 
taina {ufficient degree of honeft in- 
dignation to difappornt and difcone 
rage thofe who expect our thanks of 
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applaufe, for calumniating our molt 
faithful and mertiorious frends. 

The convention concurred in opi- 
nion with the peop'e, that a national 
government, competent to every na- 
tional object, was indifpenfibly ne- 
ceflary : and 1 wasas plain w them, 
as it now 1s toall America, that the 
prefent confederation does not pro- 
vide for fucha government, Thefe 
points being agreed, they proceeded 
to confider how and in what manner, 
fuch a government could be formed, 
as, on the one hand, fhould be fuf- 
ficiently energetic to raife us from our 
proftrate and difirefled fituation, and, 
on the other, be perfettly contiftene 
with the liberties of the people of 
every flate. Like men, to whom 
the experience of other ages and 
countries had taught wifdom, they 
not only determined that it fhould be 
erected by, and depend on the people ; 
but remembering the many inflances 
in which governments vetied folely in 
one man, or one body of men, had 
degenerated into tyranoies, they 
judged it moft prudent that the three 
great branches of power thould be 
committed to dilferent hands, and 
therefore that the executive fhould be 
feparated fromthe legillative, and the 
judicial from both. ‘Thus far the 
propriety of their work is ealily feen 
and underltood, and therefore is thus 
far a/mof univerfally approved—for 
no one manor thing under the fun 
ever yet pleafed every body. 

‘The next quellion was, what par- 
ticular powers fhould be given to 
thefe three branches ? Here the dif- 
ferent views and interelts of the dif- 
ferent flates, as well asthe different ab- 
firact opinions of their members, on 
fuch points, intecpoted many ditheul- 
vies. Here the bufiuefs became com- 
plicated, and prefented a wide held 
for inveitigation ; too wide for every 
eye to take a quick and mprehen- 
bye view of it, 

Tt is fard that ** ina mu!titude of 


of the flate of New York. 


counfellors there is fafety,’’ becaufe, 
in the firll place, there 1s greater fe. 
curity for probity $ and in the next, 
if every member caft in only his mune 
of information and argument, their 
joint flock of both will thereby be. 
come greater than the ftock pofleffed 
by any one fingle man out ot doors, 
Gentlemen out of doors, therefore, 
fhould not be hafty in condemning a 
{yllem, which probably reft on more 
good reafons than they are aware of, 
efpecially when formed under fuch 
advantages, and recommended by fo 
many men of diftinguifhed worth and 
abilities, 

The difficulties before mentioned 
occupied the convention a long time; 
and it was not without mutual cen- 
ceffions that they were ar lal fur- 
mounted, Thefe concetlions ferve wo 
explain to us the reafon why fome 
parts of the fyflem pleafle in fome 
ftates, which difpleafe in others ; and 
why many of the objettions whch 
have been madeto i, are fo conta 
dittory and inconfillent with one 
another. It does great credit to the 
temper and talents of the convention, 
that they were able fo to reconcile rhe 
different views and interefts of the 
different flates, and the clafhing o- 
pintons of their members, as to unite 
with fuch fingular and almoft perfect 
unanimity tn any plan whatever, on 
a fubject fo intricate and perplexed, 
It fhews that i mult have beea 
thoroughly difcuffed and underilood ; 
and probably, if the community at 
large had the fame lights and reafons 
before them, they would, if equally 
candid and uninfluenced, be equally 
unanimous, 

It would be arduous, and indeed 


impollible, to comprize within the 


limats of ibis addrefs, a full d:feulhoa 
of every part of the plan. Such a 
tafk would require a volume: and 
few men have leifure or inchinanon 
to read volumes on any fubject. The 
objections made to i are a.molt wue- 
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eat number—and many of them 
wihout reafon, Some of them are 
realand honeil, and others merely 
olteniible, Tiere are frends to um- 
on and a national goverment, who 
have ferious doubts, who wilh io be 
informed, and to be convinced : and 
there are others who, neuher withing 
for umon, nor any National govern- 
ment at all, will oppole and object to 
any pian that can be coninved, 

We are told, among other tlrange 
things, that the liberty of the prets 
is lett infecure by the propoted con- 
fiuutton: and yet chat conltmution 
{avs peuher more or lefs about ut, 
than the confliution of the fate of 
New-York does. We are told that 
it deprives us of tral by pury; where- 
asthe fatt is, that it expreisly fecures 
win certain cafes, and takes « away 
in none-——It 1s ablurd to conftrue the 
fiience of this, or of our own conll- 
tution, relative toa great number of 
our nights, into a total exunttion of 
them. Silence and blank paper ner- 
ther grant nor take away any thing. 
Complaints are alfo made, that the 
propofed conflitunon is not accom- 
panied by a bill of rights: and yer 
they who make thefe compliant 
hnow and are content that no bill of 
nghis accompanied the conftitution 
et this flase. Im days and countries 
where monarchs and thew fuabjects 
were frequently difputing 
rogative and privileges, the latter 


etien four.d nece flary, as il were, 
to run out the line between them, 
ava blige the former to admit by 
foiemn atts, called bills of ¢ . 
that Certain enumerated tights be- 
jonged to the people, and were not 
‘ rchended in tt 
wet ced im the royal prerog 
tive, Dut, thank Cod, we have 
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fuch as the people commit to them. 
Lhe contlt tron only terves te perne 
out that part of the prop est ate 
which they think proper by it to re- 
fer to the management of the pert 


ame 
therein def rnated thote pe rlomeare 
eo receive thar t inefs manage, 
not tor themicives, a d ar ther ow le 
but as agents and overferrs for the 
people, to whom ire conMantly 
refponhble, and dy whom only they 
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touches our local parties, but as one 
fo great, fo generai, and fo extenlive 
in us future confequences to Ameri- 
ca, that for our deciding upon itac- 
cording to the beit of our unbiafled 
judgment, we mult be highly re- 
iponfible both here and hereafier, 

The queti:on now before us, natu- 
rally leads to three enquiries : 

1, Whether it is probable that a 
betier plan can be obtained ? 

a Whether, if attainable, it is 
likely to be in feafon ? er 

g- What would be our fituation, 
if, after rejecting this, all our efforis 
to obtain a better, fhould prove fruit- 
lefs. 

Lhe men, who formed this plan, 
are Americans, who had long deier- 
ved and enjoyed our confidence, aad 
who are as much interelled, in hav- 
ing a good government as any of 
usare or can be. hey were ap- 
pointed to that bulineis at a time 
when the {tates had become very fen- 
fible of the derangement of our nati- 
onal affairs, and of the impullibility 
of retneving them under the exiiting 
confederation, Although weil perfua- 
ded that nothing but a good nation- 
al government could oppote and di- 
vert the tide of evils that was flow- 
ing in upon us, yet thofe genilemen 
met in convenuon with minds per- 
fectly unprejudiced in favour of any 
partuculas plan. Lhe minds of their 
conitituents were at that time equal- 
ly cvol and dif{patlionate, Ali agreed 
in the neceflity of doing fomeihing : 
but no one ventured to fay decidealy 
what precifely ought to be done, 
Opinions were then fluttuating and 
untixed : and whatever might have 
been the wilhes of a few individuals, 
yet while the convention deliberated 
the people remained in iilent ful- 
pence. Neither wedded to favourite 
fyliems of their own, nor intluenced 
by popular ones abroad, the mem- 
bers were more delirous to receive 
light from, than to imprefs their 








private fentiments on, one another, 
‘Lhefe circumitances naturally open- 
ed the door to that fpirit of candour, 
of calm inquiry, of mutual accom. 
modation, and mutual ref{peét, which 
entered into the convention with 
them, and regulated their debates and 
proceedings, 

The impothbility of agreeing up. 
on any pian that would exactly quad. 
rate with the local policy and ob. 
jetts of every ilate, foon became evi. 
dent; and they witely thought it 
beer mutually to concide, and ac. 
coinmodaie, and in that way to fathion 
their fyftem as much as poffible by 
the circumilances and withes of ditfe. 
rent ftates, than, by pertinacioully 
adhering, each to his own ideas, 
oblige the convention to rife with. 
out doing any thing. They were 
fenlible, that obitacies, arifing from 
local circumitances, would not ceate, 
while thoie circumilances continued 
to exilt: and fo tar as thofe circum. 
itances depended on ditierences of cli- 
mate, productions, and commerce, 
that no change was to be expetied, 
They were likewite fenlible, that on 
a fubjett fo comprehenfive, and in- 
volving fuch a vanety of pornts and 
queltions, the moit able, the moft can- 
aid, andthe moit honeft men will 
ditter in opinion, The fame propofi- 
tion feldom tirkes many minds ex- 
attly in the fame point of light; dif 
ferent habits of thinking, ditberent 
degrees and modes of education, dif 
ferent prejudices and opinions, early 
formed and long entertained, con- 
ipire, with a multitude of other cir- 
cumitances, to produce among mena 
diverlity and contrariety of opinions 
on queitions of difficulty, Liberali- 
ty, therefore, as well as prudence. in- 
cuced them to treat each other’s 
Opinions with tendernels, to argue 
without afperity, and to endeavour 
to convince the judgment, without 
hurting the ‘eclings of each othe, 
Although many weeks were palied 
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in thefe difcuffions, fome points re- 
fnained, on which a unifon of opi- 
nions could not be effetied. Here 
again that fame happy difpofition to 
unite and conciliate, rmduced them to 
meet each other; and enabled them, 
by mutual conceflions, finally to com- 
plete and agree to the plan they have 
recommended, and that too with a 
degree of unanimity, which, confi- 
dering the variety of difcordant views 
and ideas they had to reconcile, is 
really aftonifhing. 

They tell us very honeflly, that 
this plan is the fefule of accommo- 
dation; they do not hold it up as 
the beft of all peffible ones, but only 
as the belt which they could unite in, 
and agree to, If fuch men, appoint- 
ed and meeting under fuch aufpici- 
ous circumftances, and fo fincerely 
difpofed to conciliation, could go 
no further in their endeavours to 
pleafe evety fate and every body, 
what reafon have we at prefent to 
expect any fyftem that would give 
more general fatisfaction ? 

Suppofe this plan to be rejefed, 
what meafures would you propofe 
for obtaining a better ? Some will 
anfwer, let us appoint another con- 
vention ; and as every thing has been 
faid and written, that can well be 
faid and written on the fubjeét, they 
will be better informed than the 
former one was, and confequently be 
better able to make and agree upon a 
more eligible one. 

This reafoning is fair; and, as 
far as it goes, has weight ; but tt 
neverthelefs takes one thing for 
granted, which appears very douche. 
ful: for although the new conven- 
tion might have more information, 
and perhaps equa! abilities, yet it 
does not from thence follow, that 
they wonld be equally difpofed to 
agree. The contrary of this pofition 
is the moft probable. You mutt 
have obferved, that the fame temper 
and equanimity which prevailed 
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among the people on the former oc- 
cafion, no longer exifls. We have 
unhappil; become divided into par- 
ties ; and this imporiant fubje& has 
been handled with fuch ind:fcreet 
and offenfive acrimony, and with fo 
many litle unhandfome artfices and 
mifreprefentations, that  pérnicious 
heats and animofities have been 
kindled amd fpread their flames 
far and wide among us. When, 
therefore, it becomes a queliion who 
fhall be deputed to the new conven~ 
tion, we cannot flauer ourfelves 
that the talents and integrity of the 
candidates will determine who fhall 
be elected. Federal eletiors will 
vote for federal deputies, and anti- 
federal electors for antifederal ones. 
Nor will either party prefer the moft 
moderate of their adherents: for, as 
the moft ftaunch and aétive pariizans 
will be the mott popular, fo the men 
moft willing and able to earry points, 
to oppofe, and divide, and embar= 
rafs, their opponents, will be chofen, 
A convention, formed at fuch a fea- 
fon, and of fuch men, would be bur 
too exatt an epitome of the great 
body that named them. The fame 
party views, the fame propentity to 
oppofition, the fame diltrutts and 
jealoufies, and the fame unaccommo- 
dating {pirit, which prevail without, 
would be concentred and ferment with 
ftill greater violence within. Each de- 
puty would recollect who fent him, 
and why he was fent ; and be too apt 
to confider himfelf bound in honour, 
to contend and att vigoroully undec 
the flandard of his party, and not 
hazard their difpleafure by prefers 
ing compromife to victory. As 
vice does not fow the feeds of vir- 
tue, fo neither does pafhion cultivate 
the fruits of reafon, Sufpicions and 
refentments create no difpofition to 
conciliaie ; nor do they infule a de- 
fire of making partial and perfonal 
objects bend to general union and 
the common good. The umol fs 
1 
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forts of that excellent difpofition 
were neceflary to enable the late con- 
vention to perform their tafk ; and 
although contrary caufes fometimes 
operate fimilar effects, yet to expect 
that difcord and animofity fhould 
produce the fruits of confidence and 
agreement, is to expect “* grapes 


from thorns, and figs from thiftles.”’ 


The flates of Georgia, Delaware, 


‘Jerfey and ConneQticut, have adopt- 


ed the prefent plan with unexampled 


unanimity. They are content with 


it as it is: and contognpatte their 
deputies, being apprized of the fen- 
timents of their conflituents, will be 
little inclined to make alterations, 
and cannot be otherwife than averfe 
to changes, which, they have no rea- 
fon to think, would be agreeable to 


heir people. Some other ftates, tho’ 


lefs unanimous, have neverthelefs a- 
dopted it by very refpeftable majori- 
ties ; and for reafons fo evidently 


cogent, that even the minority in 


one of them, have nobly pledged 
themfelves for its promotion and fup- 
port. From thefe circumflances, the 
new convention would derive and 
experience diinculties unknown to 
the tormer. Nor are thefe the only 
additional dilculties they would 
have to encounter. Few are igno- 
rant, that there has lately fprung up a 
felt of politicians, who teach and pro- 
fefs to believe, that the extent of our 
Nation is too great for the fuperin- 
tendance of one national government ; 
and on that principle argue, that it 


sought to be divided into two or 


three. This doftrine, however mif- 
chievous tn its tendency and confe- 
quences, has its advocates : and, 


fhould any of them be fent to the 


convention, it will naturally be their 
policy, rather to cherifh than to pre- 
vent divifions: for, well knowing 
that the mltitution of any national 
government, would blaft their .fa- 
vourite fyfiem, no meefures that lead 
© it, can meet with their aid or ap- 
probation, 


Nor can we be certain, whether 
not, any, and what foreign influenc 
would, on fuch an occafion, be indj. 
retly exerted, nor for what pu. 
pofes. Delicacy forbids an amp 
difcuflion of this queltion. Thy 
much may be faid, without error o 
offence, viz. That fuch foreign ni 
tions as defire the profperity of A. 
merica, and would rejoice to fee he, 
become great and powerful, unde 
the aufpices of a government wifel; 
¢alculated to extend her commerc, 
to encourage her navigation and m. 
rine, and to dire&t the whole weigh 
of her power and refources as he 
intereft and honour may require, wil 
doubtlefs be friendly to the union 
the flates, and to the eftablifhmex 
of a government able to perpetuat, 
protett, and dignify it. Such othe 
foreign nations, if any fuch there be, 
who, jealous of our growing impor. 
tance, and fearful that our commerc 
and navigation fhould impair thei 
own—behold our rapid population 
with regret, and in. 0 that the 
enterprifing {pirit of our people, whea 
feconded by power and probabiliy 
of fuccefs, may be direéted to objets 
not confiflent with their policy o 
interefls, cannot fail to wih Bae 
may continue a weak and a divided 
people. 

hefe confiderations merit mud 
attention: and candid men will judg 
how far they render it probable thz 
a new convention would be ablee: 
ther to agree in a better plan, 0 
with tolerable unanimity, in ay 
plan at all. Any plan forcibly ca 
ried, by a flender majority, muft ex 
pet numerous opponents among th 
people, who, efpecially in their pre- 
fent temper, would be more inclin 
to rejett than adopt any {yftem f 
made and carried, We fhould 
fuch a cafe again fee the prefs tecm- 
ing with publications for and againt 
it: for as the minority would take 
pains to juftify their diflent, fo weull 
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the majority be induftrious to difplay 
the wifdom of their proceedings, 
Hence new divifions, new parties, 
and new diftraGtions would enfue ; 
and no one can forefee or conjecture 
when or how they would terminate. 
Let thofe who are fanguine in 
their expectations cf a better plan 
from a new convention, alo refleé 
on the delays and rifks to which it 
would expofe us. Let them confi- 
der whether we ought, by continuing 



































undef much longer in our prefent humi- 
wifely MM liated condition, to give other na- 
merce, Mm tions further time to perfeét their 
id m. Mm reftri€tive fyftems\of commerce, to 
weigh fm reconcile their own people to them, 
as he fm and to fence and guard and flrength- 
:, wilf™en them by all thofe regulations 
ionof fe and contrivances in which a jea- 
hex fm lous policy ‘is ever frunful, Let 
tua, fe them confider whether we ought to 
othe ME give further opportunities to difcord 
re be, fm to alienate the hearts of our citizens 
mpor jm from one another, and thereby en- 
merce Courage new Cromwellis to bold ex- 
their MH plows, Are we certain, that our fo- 
lation #™ reign creditors will continue pa- 
t the MH tient, and ready to preportion their 
wher Mm forbearance to our delays? Are we 
biliy # fure that our diftreffes, diffentions, 
bjels MH and weaknefs will neither invite hof- 
y of lity nor infule ? if they fhould, how 
atwefe ill prepared fhall we be for defence, 
vided Without union, without government, 
without money, and without credit ! 

much lt feems neceflary to remind you, 
judg gm that fome time muft yet elapfe, be- 
them fore all the flates will have decided 
lec: On the prefent pian. If they rejeé it, 
fm fome time muft alfo pafs before the 
ay =meafure of a new convention, can be 
caf brought about and generally agreed 
ev fm to. A further {pace of time will then 
g the J be requifite to eleét their deputies, and 
pre: fend them on to convention, What 
ined time they may expend, when met, 
nf M Cannot be divined ; and it is equally 
1! inf “Uncertain low much time the feveral 
em My flates may take to deliberate and de- 





cide on any plan they may recom- 
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mend: if adopted, fil a further 
fpace of time will be neceflary to or- 
ganize and fet it in motion, In the 
mean time, our affairs are daily going 
on from bad to worfe ; and it is 
not rafh to fay that our d:flrefles 
are accumulating like compound in- 
terelt, 

But if, for the reafons already 
mentioned, and others that we can- 
not now perceive, the new conven- 
tion, infléad of producing a better 
plan, fhould give us only a hiflory of 
their difputes, or fhould offer us one 
fill lefs pleafing than the prefent 
where fhould we be then ? The old 
confederation has done its belt, and 
cannot help us ; and is now fo relax- 
ed and feeble, that, in al! probability, 
it would not furvive fo violent a 
fhock, Then * to your tents, O 
I{rael !’? would be the word, Then 
every band of union would be fe 
vered. Then every flate would bea 
little nation, jealous of its neigh 
bours, and anxious to firengthen it- 
felf by foreign alliances, againft its 
former friends. Then farewell to 
fraternal affeétion, unfufpeéting in- 
tercourfe, and mutual participation 
in commerce, navigation, and citi- 
zenfhip. Then would arife mutual 
reftri¢tions and fears, mutual parri- 
fons, and flanding armies, and all 
thofe dreadful evils which for fe many 
ages plagued England, Scotland, 
Wales and Ireland, while they con- 
tinued di “nited, and were played off 
againft each other. 

Confider, my fellow citizens, what 
you are about, before it is too late 
—confider what, in fuch an event, 
would be your particular cafe. You 
know the geography of your flate, 
and the confequences of your local 
pofition, Jerfey and Connetticur, to 
whom your impoft Jaws have been 
unkind Jertey and Conneéticur, 
who have adopted the prefent pian, 
and expeft mech good trom 1'—— 
will impute its mufcarriage and all 
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the confequent evils 10 you. They 
now confider your oppofition as dic- 
tated more by your fondnefs for your 
impoft, than for — to which 
they have never been bebind you in 
attachment, They cannot, abey will 
not love you : they border upon you, 
and are your peighbours : “bus you 
will foon ceafe to rega d their neigh- 
bourhood as ablefling, You have 
but one port and outlet to your com- 
merce : and how you are to kre 
that outlet free and uninterruped, 
goerits confideraiion, What sv 
tage Vermont, in combination with 
pthers, might take of you, may ea- 
fily be conjeétuged 3 nor will you be 
gt a lofs to perceive how much rea- 
fon the people of Long] fland, whom 
you canpot provedt, have to depre- 
cate beng conflanily expofed to the 
depredations of every inyader, 
Thefe are fhort hints—they ought 
not to be more developed—you can 
eafily in your own minds dilate and 
trace them through all ther relative 
circumflances and connexions. Paufe 
then for a momen, and reflect whe- 
ther the matters you are diiputing 
about, are of fufficient moment to 
jefify your running {uch  extrava- 
gant rfks, Refle, that the prefent 
‘pian comes regemmended te you by 
men and fellow citizens, who have 
given you the higheft proofs that 
men can‘ give, of their juflice, their 
Jove for liberty and their country, of 
their prudence, of their application, 
and of their talents, They tell you 
xt is the Sef? that they could form ; 
and that in their opinion, itis necef- 
farytaredeem you from thofe cala- 
mities which already begin to be hea- 
yy upon us all, You find that not 
only thofe men, but others of fimi- 
Jar.charaflers, and of whom you have 
alfo had very ample experience, ad- 
yvife you to adopt it. You find that 
whole flates concur in the fentiment, 


io among them are your next neigh- 


i both of whom have fhed much 
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blood in the caufe of liberty, an 
have manifeited as flrong and con 
flant a predileftion for a free, republi 


union, and 


The 


if, on ex 
nd defec 


able parts of it are certainly ve 
queflionable: for ctherwife the 
would not be fuch a contrariety of 
opinions about them. Experience 
will better determine fuch queftio 
than theoretical arguments ;and fo 
far as the danger “4 abufes is ur- 
ged againft the inftitution of a go- 
vernment, remember that a power to 
do good, always involves a power tq 
do harm. We muff, in the bufinefs 
of government, as wel} as in all other 
"er tg have fome degree of con- 
fidence, as well asa great degree of 
caution, Who, on a fick bed, would 
refufe medicines from a phyfician, 
merely becaufe it is as much in his 
power to adminifler deadly poifons, 
as falutary remedies ? _ 

You cannot be certain, that by re- 
jefling the propofed plan you would 
not place yourfelyes in a very awk- 
ward fituation. Suppofe nine flaty 
fhould neverthelefs adopt it, would 
you not in that cafe be obliged either 
to feparate from the union, or refcind 
your diffent ? The firft would not be 
eligible, nor could the latter be ple 
fant. A mere hint is fufheient on 
this topic; you cannot but be aware 
of the confequences. 

Confider then how weighty and 
how many confiderations advife and 
perfuade the people of America 6 
remain in the fafe and eafy path of 
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union ; to continue to move and af 
as they hitherto have done, as a band 
of ;to have confidence in 
themfelves and in one another ; and 
fince all cannot fee with the fame 
eyes, at leaf to give the hae con- 
flitution a fair trial, and to mend it 
astime, occafion, and experience may 
diétate. It would little become us 
to verify the prediftions of thofe 
who ventured to prophecy, that 
peace, inftead of blefhing us with hap- 
pinefs and tranquillity, would ferve 
only as the fignal for faétions, dif- 
cords, and civil contentions to rage 
in our land, and overwhelm it wit 
mifery and diftrefs. 

Let us alfo be mindful, that the 
caufe of freedom greatly depends on 
the ufe we make of the fingular op- 
pertunities we enjoy, of governing 
ourfelves wifely ; for if the event 
fhould prove, that the people of this 
country either cannot or will not 
govern themfelves, who will hereaf- 
ter be advocates for fyftems, which 
however charming in theory and 
profpeft, are not reducible to prac- 
tice P If the — of our nation 
inflead of confenting to be governed 
by laws of their own making, and 
rulers of their own choofing, thould 
Jet licentioufnefs, diforder, and con- 
fufion reign over them, the minds 
of men every where, will infenfibly 
become alienated from republican 
forms, and prepared to prefer and ac- 
quiefce in governments, which, tho’ 
lefs friendly to liberty, afford more 
peace and fecurity. 

Receive :his addrefs with the fame 
candour with which it is written ; and 
may the’{pirit of wifdom and patriot- 
ifm dire& and difiinguifh your coun- 
cils and your conduét. 

A citizen of New York. 


From the Pennfylvania magazine. 
The old bachelor, No. VI, 
(Continued from page 167), 


H! that I had been made an 

oyfler! that I had been fla- 
tioned 1n the bottom of the fea ! The 
winds might have blowntheir urmoft ; 
they mignt have {welled the waves 
mountains high, | fhould have heeded 
them not, Mankind might have 
been fariated with folly, deceit, and 
iniquity, it would not have troubled 
me. But, what is more than all the 
reft, I fhould have propagated my 
{pecies im a numerous offspring, 
without the help, without the plagues, 
without the expenfe of a female af- 
fillant.— 

Here fome journeyman-philofu- 

her would interrupt me with a 
Feesnad differtation on fexes ; and, 
by a chain of irrefragable fuppofiu- 
ons, prove that oyflers are maie and 
female. What’s that to you, fir? 
Who afked your opinion in this mat- 
ter ? The deuce isin thefe coxcombs, 
that they cannot let a man go on his 
own way, but they mutt be throwing 
firaws acrofs his path, Go, mr. Phi- 
lofopher, about your bufinefs. Go, 
aan butterflies, and fearch for the 

ineal gland of a mufketoe. 

Oh that I had been made an oyf- 
ter! ’Tis true I fhould forfeit what 
are called the enjoyments of life ; 
that is, 1 fhould not eat turtle-{oup 
and venifon, ‘till I naufeated both ; 
nor drink Madeira and claret ‘till my 
head ached—true—neither fhould I 
be tormented with the treachery of 
fervants, the hypocrify of relations 
and nominal friends, or the infults 
and farca'ms of my fellow oyflers, 

You fhould have heard from me 
before this, mr. Printer, bur 1 have 
been fick—-very fick—almoft at the 
point of death. I caught cold by 

utting on a damp fhirt. If I had 
Sen married, my wife, perhaps 
would have taken care that my lingn 
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fhould be well aired—perhaps not. 
Be that as it may, I was very fick; 
no body troubled their heads about 
me, I lay heiplefs, languifhing, and 
negletied above; my fervants rioted 
and plundered below. Every thing 
went into confufion. The common 
comforts of the fick were not ad- 
miniflered to me. I lay many hours 
alone, given up tomy own melan- 
choly reflexions, I thought I 
fhould die. I fuppofed mmyfelf dead 
—I faw my own funeral—Not a 
fingle tear to embalm my memory. 
A few ftraggling neighbours attend 
the feanty procefhen, converfing on 
politics as they follow me to the 
grave. The following day fome 
perfon inthe next ftreet atks one of 
my near neighbours, ** How does 
the old bachelor ? I hear he is 
fick.”’? ** He was fick; but he is 
well enough now; he was buried 
efterday.”’ ** Dear me! I never 
Leaed it; how has the old curmud- 
éon left his eftate ?’’—** To the 
ennfylvania hofpital.’’ No more 
is faid about me—they pafs on to 
other chat. After three days, I am 


no more remembered, than if I had. 


never exilled—except by the mana- 

s of the Pennfylvania hofpital. 

0 widow to be vifited and comfort- 
ed for the lofs of me: no children 
to keep my name and memory alive 
in the world, and to talk of their fa- 
ther fome ten or adozen years after 
my deceafe : no elegies, either in 
verfe or profe, to celebrate the vir- 
tues I never poffeffed, or apologize 
for the faults I really had; not even 
a paragraph in a news-paper to an- 
nounce my departure: Yes, I had 
fome comfort in fuppofing that my 
name might creep into the fag end 
of your magazine, under the lift of 
deaths, with a declaration that I had 
left my eftate to the Pennfylvania 
hofpital. 

Such was the difmal train of ideas 
that*prefented to my imagination, 


The old bachelor. 


My diforder increafed: My life 
was defpaired of. Some half a dos 
zen fecond an@ third coufins came 
to fee me. They difgufted me with 
their officious, overatied. kindnefles, 
** Why did not you fend, my dear 
coufin, to let me know you was 
fick ?’* cries one, ** I never heard a 
word of it till this morning ; I came 
the moment J was informed of your 
danger,”’ fays another ;—** Do take 
this,—pray try that—there is no- 
thing better for a fever; I have 
known it do wonders; mr, Such-a- 
one was given over by the dotiors, | 
and recovered by the ufe of it,” 
Another of my very loving relations 
fat dewn by my bed fide, and, with 
a difmal face, began to expatiate on 
the uncertainty of life ; and then, af- 
ter a few common place obfervati- 
ons, and half a dozen hems and 
haws and inward groans, he came to 
the main point he had in view,— 
** T hope, my dear coufin, faid he, 
that you have fettled your worldly af- 
fairs ; your loving relations expeét it 
of you—I hope you have made your 
will—thefe things had better not be 


‘delayed—It will be an eafe to your 


mind, when that neceflary bufinefs is 
done, and you will aut-die a bit the 
fooner for having completed it, We 
all hope you may recover. God grant 
you may! but, as we are all mortal, 
and know not how foon we may be 
called upon, it is prudent to provide 
againft the worft.’’? I tald him that 
my will was already made, and that 
1 had no inclination to alter it. They 
continued to teize me with unre« 
mitting cruelty. My ftrength was 
fo exhaufted, that I could not fcold, 
and florm, and fwear, as I wifhed to 
do. I fretted inwardly. My phy- 
fician, too, was in league with my 
coufins ; he denied mevevery thing I 
defired, and forced upon me every 
thing I loathed and abhorred. My 
fituation was truly deplorable—I 
earneftly wifhed for a draught of cool 
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water—I requefted it in terms of the 
moft pathetic folicitation ; but in 
vain. At length, however, I pre- 
vailed on an oid negro wench, who 
is not worth a farthing, and yet the 
moft valuable fervant f have, to ¢on- 
vey privately to me.a tankard of wa- 
ter frefh from the pump. I drank it 
off greedily. It threw me into a pro- 
fule {weat, and a deep fleep, It fae 
ved my life. I began to recover 
from that time. No fooner was I 
out of danger, but my loving coufins, 
who had not been to fee me for four 
years preceding my illnefs, left me 
with one confent ; and it is very pro- 
bable, they will not come to fee me 
again for four years to come, Hea- 
ven grant they may not !—But I fan- 
cy I need not be under any appre- 
henfions on that fcore, as they will 
difcover by this paper, that I have 
left my eftate to the Pennfylvania 
hofpital. 

Such is the forlorn ftate of an old 
bachelor ; fick or well, there is none 


that willdo him a fervice, or evena' 


common att of civility, bitt from the 
moft interefted motives. I fometimes 
with I had been married when I was 
young: but when I look roundamong 
my acquaintance, and fee an infult - 
ing, tyrannical wife, a reprobate, 
fpendthrift fon, and a daughter run- 
ning off with the firft vagabond that 
offers, I hug myfelf in my folitary 
flate, and blefs my flars, that I did 
not marry when I was young. 

Upon the whole, I find fo many 
reafons to wifh [ was a married man 
and fee fo many reafons to rejoice i 
am not, that { am like the pendulum 
of a clock, hanging in fufpence, 
and perpetually vibrating between 
two opinions, Notwithiianding all 
the fine things that have been faid, 
time out of mind, about the married 
flate, 1 am sperfuaded that he who 
marries, mult venture boldly, It is 
not a fubje& that will bear much 
reafoning upon. Ninety pine times 
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out of a hundred, it is paffion, not 
reafon, that points to matrimony, 
Should a man, before he engages, 
call up to his view all the difaflers 

troubles, and inconveniences, which 
probably may, which certainly muft 

occur in the married flate, he would 
never have courage to undertake the 
tafk. In my youthful days, I fan- 
cied myfelf in love two or three times, 
ITeven made confiderable advances 
towards a courtfhip ; but I reafoned 
too much on the confequences, and 
therefore remain, as you fee, a fret- 
ful o/d bachelor. 


—e2@ea— 


ConjeGures on the caufes of the carth« 
quakes of New England. 

(Continued from page 306.) 

N this enquiry into the caufes of 

earthquakes, it is not my defign 

to enter into a particular difcuflion 

of the feveral hypothefes philofo- 

hers have affigned, as accounting 

or the produétion of fuch phenomena. 

I mean to confider the fubjeét no fur- 
ther than it has relation to the earth- 
quakes of New England, and v sat 
may be gathered, asto their caufes, 
from the preceding hiltory and re- 
marks, 

_ From the phenomena and abferva- 
tions that have been mentioned, we 
may fafely infer, that the earthquakes 
of New England have been produced 
by fomething which has moved along 
under the furface ef earth, What- 
ever may have been the cafe in other 
places, all the earthquakes of this 
country, fo far as we have any ac- 
counts of them, have been of the 
fame kind ; confifting, not of a fim- 
ple, inftantaneous vibration, like that 
of an eleétrical fhock, but of @ gra 
dual heaving, fweil, or undulavoa 
of the earth, This has moved along 
in much the fame poth, with a mo- 
tivn not very {wift: aud it has reached 
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deep enough below the furface of the 
pas to affett and difturb the foun- 
tains, {prings, wells, and pits of wa- 
ter. Thefe phenomena are effets, which 
would naturally lead us to conclude, 
that the caufes, whatever they may 
be, had their feat, rife, and operations 
under the furface of the earth. And 
this conclufion from the phenomena, 
is ftrongly confirmed from obterva- 
tion, For the thocks have come on, 
rofe to their greateft height, and 

one off, to all appearance and ob- 
Scalia as if they had been occa- 
fioned by the rolling of fome folid 
body under the furface of the earth, 
In this manner profeflor Winthrop 
defcribes that which happened No- 
vember 22, 1755 :—"* I was then,” 
fays he, ** fitcng on a brick hearth : 
and the fenfation excited in me 
was exactly the fame as if fome {mall 
folid body, by moving along un- 
der the hearth, had raifed up the 
bricks fucceflively, which immedi- 
ately fettled down again.’’* The 
{ame obfervation has been frequently 
made by others ; and 1s agreeable to 
all the accounts tha: can be colleéted, 
And from thefe accounts of the fe- 
veral phenomena of the earthquakes, 
and the obfervations that have been 
made upon them, | think we may 
lay it down as a pretiy certain fact, 
that the earthquakes of New-Eng- 
land have been caufed by fome- 
thing which has moved along under 
the furface of the country. 

What thus moved under, and hove 
up the furface of the earth, was - 
bably a flrong elaltic vapour, is 
is inferred from the phenomena that 
have attended the earthquakes, 

Among thefe phenomena, there 
were fome that preceded the earth- 
quakes, and looked like a previous 
preparation. In the earthquakes of 


NOT E. 


* LeGure on earthquakes, p, 12, 


1727 and 1755, in particular it w 
evident, that the caufes, by which 
they were produced, were at work 
feveral days before they became ripe 
for an_explofion. As though fome 
grand fermentation was taking place 
in tne bowels of the earth, the waiter 
in feveral wells and fprings, was un- 
commonly altered in its motion 
colour, fmell, and quality, This was 
obferved three or four days before 
there was any earthquake. Nothing 
could better agree with the origin 
and production of a {ubterraneous, 
elaftic vapour, than this - circum. 
ftance. For however fuch a vapour 
be generated, by mixture, fermentae 
tion, or fire, it rs require fome 
previous preparation, for «ts uCce 
tion, or before 1t would be iietied 
in fufficrent quantities to caufe an 
explofion, or acquire fufficient force 
to move and fhake the {urface of the 
earth, 

The noife or roar, occafioned by 
the earthquake, has always been 
fuch as might have been expeéted 
from a fubterraneous vapour, when 
fiercely driven along under the fur. 
face of the earth. What report might 
be expetted from a flrong elaftic va- 
pour, when its motion is confined 
and direéted by a particular channel 
or paflage, we may learn from that 
of a blazing chimney, The ation 
of fire, when turning the inflamma. 
ble material, with which the chimney 
abounds, into flame and vapour, pro- 
duceth a no:fe or roar of a very par- 
ticular kind ; and which feems to be 
different from almoft any other : and 
there is nothing to which the report 
of our earthquakes is more fimilar, 
or has been more often compared, 

There is alfo an apparent agree- 
men between the effects of a fubter- 
raneous vapour, and the kind and 
motion of the fhocks, When the 
materials, from which a fubterrane- 
ous vapour is produced, lie promif- 


cuoufly mingled and blended toge- 














ther, the effect of an explofion would 
be a violent ebuilinion, or blait up- 
wards ; tearing and rending a circle 
of earih; all around, his feems to 
have been the cafe in the earthquakes 
ot Sicily, Lima, and Jamaica, When 
th vapours can havea regular dif- 
charge through any aperture in the 
furface of the sarth, they wili vent 
themfelves in cop.ous eifulions and 


exhajations, aod thus fpend their 


force iis way, as they gather ftrength 
from ume to me. Thus it has been 
with Hecia formerly—and wih Ve- 
fuvius, Aitna, and other volcanoes 
now. But when the vapours are con- 
finea under the furface of the earth, 
and thave fubterraneous paffages, or 
proper ttrata, for them to run in, by 
the violence of their expanfion, they 
will heave up .he furface of the earth, 
and thus cauic, nor an inttanraneous 
conculhion, but a progretlive {well or 
undulation of the earth, And this 
will be continued ull the vapours, 
thus confined, find or force for them- 
felves a paflaye, where they may 
burfl from their caverns, and dif- 


' charge themfelves into the open air. 


And thefe are phenomena in all ret- 
pects agreeing with thofe that have 
attended the earthquakes of this coun- 


try. 

The flrength and force of fuch a 
vapour, would be -fufficient to ac- 
eount for the violence of anv fhocks 
we have had. A very preat force 
muft be requifite to heave up, and 
caufe a progrellive {well in the fur- 
face of the earth, and this, perhaps, 
from fome depth below. And with 
what force fubterraneous— vapours 
may be attended, we may form {ome 
idea from thew effetts. In thofe 
which have fhook Vefuvius and Ait- 
na, ithas been.no uncommon thing 
to fee them throw up at once, fuch 
clouds of fand, athes, and pumice- 
flones, as are capable of darkening 
the whole air, and covering the 
neighbouring country with a fhower 
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of dult, &c.to many miles difance. 
Great itunes, alto, of fowe tons 
weight, are often thrown to the dif- 
tance of two or three miles, by 
fuch egplofions, Monf, Bouguet 
tells us, chat ** he met with ftones in 
South-America, of exght or nine feet 
diameter; that had been thrown fiom 
the voleano Catopaxi, by one of thets 
blafls, to the diffatice of more than 
three leagues.”” In Ulioa’s account, 
the whole plain, near Latacunga, is 
faid to be full of pieces of rocks, 
fome of which were thrown, froin 
the fame volcano, to the diitance of 
five leagues.t If fubierraneous va- 
pours, when they had nothing to 
confine them, have acted with foch 
force, we may eafily conceive that 
they mull heave up, and caufe a pros 
grellive {well in the furface of the 
earth, when their force was confined, 
and the r motion directed by a paru- 
cular paflage, 

The eruptions and effufions that 
have attended our earthquakes, have 
alfo borne flrong marks of fubterra- 
neous vapour, That a vapour of 
fuficient force to fhake and move 
the furface of a whole country, 
fhould break out in many places, 
where it came near to the turtace of 
the earth, 1s agreeable to .he pre- 
fumption of theory. Thus u_ has 
been with feveral of our earthquakes. 
Inthatof 1727, there was ap erup- 
tion at Newbery, attended with an 
effufion of fand, com:auning  {iail 
mixtures of fulphur, and a very noxe 
ious, ill-{cented vapour. Sirong ful- 
phureons fmells were obierved in 
other places ; and, as fome fuppoled, 
there were alio appearances of tleme. 
In the -earihquake of 17555 there 
were eruptions at Sciuaic, Vem- 
broke, Lancaller, &c. with large ef- 


* fufions of and, probably ofa tulphu- 
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teous nature. Whether this was the 
cafe with any of the other earth- 
vakes, the accounts are not particu- 
be enough to determine. Eut in 
thefe, both the marter and fmell at- 
tending the eruptions, afforded firong 
marks and evidence of fubtersaneous 
vapours. 

The earthquakes of New England 
have alfo made fuch alterations in 
the bowels, and upon the furface of 
the earth, as a flrong fubterraneous 
vapour would produce. Very con- 
fiderable iterations might be ex- 

fied in the bowels, and upon the 
urface of the earth, and in the 
fyltem of {prings, fountains, currents, 
ard fireams of water, from a vapour 
of fuch force as to break through 
the furface of the earth, and of 
fuch extent as to reach from one 
country to another, Such effetis 
have always followed the larger 
fhocks. In that of 1669, incredible 
alterations are {aid to have been made 
in the furface of the earth at Canada, 
for many leagues through the coun- 
try. Rocks and mountains were, in 
fome places, thrown down and con- 
{erably removed ; and the channel 
in fome parts of the river St. Law- 
rence, was very much changed and 
altered. In thofe of 1727 and 1755, 
the furface of the ecanh, im tome 

arts of New England, was confi- 
seeably broken and changed ; and 
the whole fyfcm of fountains and 
fprings, was greaily affecied. Great 
alterations were made in wells, 
ponds, fountains, ard currents of wa- 
ter: fome were dried up, others open- 
ed ; new ones produced, and, in ma- 
ny, the kind, qualuy, and quanuty 
of the water were greatly changed— 
alierations in all refpeét fimilar to 
what might be expetied from fub. 
terraneous vapours fiercely driving 
alony under the furface of the eath 
with aforce fuficient to move an 
fi -ke fo large a parr of its furface. 

‘This op:nion agrees alfo with the 
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effefis which the earthquakes have 
had on the water, The carthquakes 
of war RO @ aon Ne nut 
only upen the ut alfo upon 
the fea, Several veflels, which have 
been upon the coafls at the times of 
the larger thocks, have been very 
fenfibly affetied. To the people on 
board, the fhocks feemed as if the 
veflels had flruck upon a rock; of 
rather, as if fomething had thumped 
again their bottoms, This, i 4 
probable, was the very cafe ; and is 
agreeable to. what might be expetied 
from the dperation of fubterranc« us 
vapours, 
he earthquakes moved with a 
velocity fuficiemt to communicate 
the fame kind of motion to the water 
that they did to the earth : and thus 
caufed a very deep, large, and exien- 
five {well or wave, This wave, 
arifing from the botiom, rolled along 
with much the fame velocity as the 
earthquake moved: the effeti of 
which, when it came to a vefl-l 
fioating upon the water, would be 
a very confiderable roke or thump 
againit the bottom—more or leis 
violent, according to the violence of 
the fhock, and the depth of the wa- 
ter. And in this manner have vellels, 
upon the coafl, been affetied ;—lome 
fearcely perceiving ic; others nor at 
= ; while to others 1 was preity vio- 
ent. 
There have Leen other effeéis upos 
the water, fuch asa furprifing Bus 
and reflux of the fea~exirzordina- 
ry agttaiions and commotien:s of the 
Waters— an wnacommon deflruétion 
of fith, &c. ‘Thefe effetis have not 
common, and never but ats 
conhiderable diflance from the coaft 
of New England. And they feem 
to be plain and evident marks and 
effetis of the difcharge of the fub- 
terraneous vapours, at tke bottom of 
the fea. Such a difcharge, when 
{mall, would be fufficient to occafies 
the defirutiion of fuch Gib as were 
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pear it: and, when large, would put 
an end to the earthquake, and pro- 
duce the moll extraordinary agitati- 
ens and commotions of the fea, by 
a furious eruption of vapours at its 
bottom ; which would immediately 
force theie way through, or carry up 
before them, the whole body of wa- 
ter that lay over them, 

And thusas to the conclufion :---Te 
might be naturally expected, that as 
the vapours, by which the earth- 
qiakes were caufe’, were fome ume 
ia growing ripe, fermenting, or in a 
flace of previous preparation, the 
would not be wholly {pent or dit. 
charged at once, but Fone fma!l re- 
mainders at particular places. Thus 
it has proved on all the great earth- 
quakes we have had. The vapours, 
by which they have been pr " 
have not been wholly fpent at the 
fir thock : but what has remained, 
and what has gathered after a at 
explohon, has produced various {mail 
fhocks in feveral places, for fome 
tome after the great ones ;:---thus 
wafting and evaporating by little and 
lucle, as they were Collefted 
tepared at firfl ; till, by degrees, all 
Pras become quiet again. 

Such have bern the phenomena that 
have attended the carthquakes of 
New England.—And to me, they 
appear to te fuch, as (viewed enther 
together or apart) make i highly 
probable, that what moved ania, 
and hove up the furface of the earh, 
was a Rrong clafic vapour.* 

The origin or produtton of fuch 
@ vapour, may be accounted for from 
the coments of the earth. Much the 
largeft. part of the contents of the 


woT &, 


® From the phenomena which have 
been mentioned, it feems probable, 
that this elallic vapour was a fluid, 
of the fame nature as that which is 
now called ullammable air, 


earth, will always remain hidden 
m our view, and beyond the reac 
of our knowledge. We have, how. 
ever, pencirated far enough below ie 
furface, to find, that many of the 
#8 t Contans, are of fuch a tex- 
ture, Of contain parucies of lach « 
Mature, at to generac, or be cally 
turned into vapour, fh s os she cale 
With coals, falis, fulphor, nue, ar 
waiter, moll kinds of mineral, and all 
fubdlances which contain oily particles, 
Such bodies, at iealt fome of the par- 
ticles they contain, are eahly and of- 
tea turned into a very flrony, fubsle, 
elaftre vapour, With fome, nothing 
more is neceflary to generate a very 
powerful vapour, thana bare mixture 
of different bodies, Thus equal 
quantities of powdered (ulphur and 
tron filings, being mixed with water, 
foon tow hot to be touched ; 
and in a litle time emit flame aod 
vapour. And if iron, ol of vitriol, 
and water, become m xed together, 
there q@ill inilantly ante a violent 
ebullition, wish fumes copioully ex- 
haling and which are fo very in- 
flammable, that if fet on fire, they 
off at once with a loud explohva. 
fame isalfo eilected by fermen- 
tation, Inflances of very frong elaf- 
tie vapours, produced this way, are 
fo commen and obviouw , that parti- 
cular cafes need not be mentioned, 
All feparable, mia’, and compound 
bodies, may be the fubjert of this opee 
ration: and the eaher hey are fepa- 
rable, wheiher by means of warer, 
sir, or heat, the more readily they 
ferment —And when they do fer- 
ment, they will prod ce 8 Vanoer 
more of lefs frong, accord:ngtu the 
quantiies of the termeniing marier, 
and the degree of the fermemartwo, 
Bur in nw meihod mamore power. 
ful vapouf produced, than by fire, 
What an amaz ng chet will a final 
foark of this have on neuire and ful- 
phur, when made wp rate Foch ay com- 
pobuoa as that of gunpowder! iluw 


a een ne 
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fmall a quantity of this powder, 
when on fire, will generate a vapour 
of fifhicient force to burit the firmeft 
rocks! Aur, by the application of 
fire, becomes fo elattic, as to break 
through all oppofitron,—And there 
are many effects produced by the 
vapour of waer, when intenfely 
heated, which maxe it probable, that 
the terce of gunpowder is not nearly 
equal to u. And, m_ general, all 
combullible bodies are capable of be- 
4ng turned into vapour, by the athon 
of fire.—Adsd hire feems to be a fluid, 
which is fpread throngh aimoett ail 
bodies whatfoever, It certainly ex- 
ifls, in very large quantities, im the 
bowels of the earth.—Some paris, as 
the volcanoes, are atiually burning, 
and have been throwing out fire, 
flame, {moke, cinder, rocks, and lava, 
for many ages.—And where there 
are no fuch appearances of it, ex- 
ifts, and is diffufed in great quantities. 
Tha: this ts the cafe, 1s evident from 
hot {pricgs, the warmth that is al 
ways found in deep mines and pits, 
and thofe burning mountains that 
have been thrown up from the bot- 
tom of the fea.—And when colletied 
into large quantities, its effetts on 
water, ar, the fumesof fermenting 
aminerals, and ail kinds of combulli- 
bie bodies, would be to genérate a 
vapour more or lefs flrong, according 
-t0 the quantities of minerals of which 
it was compofed. | 
Thus, in she contents of the earth, 
we find fufficent materials for. the 
production of the molt Mrong, aftive, 
and powertul vapour ; and fuch mate- 
rialsas do, in fatt, produce moit terri- 
ble volcanoes, vapoursthat have hove 
up, and broke through the furface of 
the earth,and earthquakes tha: have 
fhaken the whole country, for twenty 
miles aronnd Vefuvius and Zina, 
- And foch explofions and concuilions 
are what all thofe countr'es are {ubject 
to, which abourd with fulphur, nitre, 
and fuch combulluble materials, 
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As the contents of the earth wil 
account for the orgin, the ftruciure 
of « will accounm: fur the motion and 
direétion of a fubterraneous vapour, 
Were the globe a perfect folid, there 
could be no motion of .a fubterrane- 
ous vapour under its furface, But 
this is not the. cafe. Inflead_ of be- 
ing a perfect folid, the earth is of a 
cavernous ftructure ; containing vari- 
ous pits, holes and caverns. Some of 
thefe are dry; others are foun. 
tains, or contain currents of water ; 
and others abound with the tumes af 
ferment:ng minerals, and with vari- 
ous kinds of vapour and effluvia, 
That the earth is thus of a cavernous 
firucture,.1s evident from the mines, 
{prings, and currents of waiter, that 
are found below us furface, in every 
country, and p almolt every place, 
And it is probable, that many of 
thefe fubterraneous caverns may be 
ofa great extent ; fome running in a 
direct, and others in long, crook 
ed, uncqual paflayes, And by thus 
winding, meeting, crofling, and mix- 
ing with each other, they may form 
communications between very diitant 
parts of the earth, The manner m 
which the folid and fluid parts of the 
earth are difpofed, 1s alfo worthy of 
remark, In fome places, they are 
found promifcuoufly mingled and 
blended together, in a manner which 
has no apparent order or regularity, 

In other places, the various kinds 
of fol.ds appear to be difpofed wuh 
the utmofl apparent regularity, in the 

form of ditlerent and diitinct ftrata of 

clay, coals, falts, fulphur, minerals, 

&c. [tis thus alfo with che fluids ; in 

many places, they are regularly col- 

letied into quant'ties, or fountains, 
within ihe bowels of the earth; in 
others, they are conflantly and regu- 
larly moving in perpetual ftreams and 
currents: fome of which are charg- 
ed with fulphureous particles : others, 
with thofe ef iron ; and others, wih 
yarious other tinétures and mixture: 
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And from this firuflure of the 
garth, the motion of a fubterraneous 
vapour would receive us direction, 
For vapours, generated and increa- 
fing in the bowels of the earth, if 
they found no vent upwards, mult 
naturally take their courfe and ruth 
fiercely along under the furface of 
the earth, according as they found 
{ubterraneous paflages or firata, of 
proper materials to conduét them,— 
And it feems as if fomething of this 
nature muft be the cafe in this part 
of America. That there fhould be 
a particular part of the country, as 
to width, to which the earthquakes 
of New England have repeatedly 
reached—that they fhould all be of 
the fam: kind—come from the fame 
point—and proceed in the fame path ; 
thefe phenomena cannot be fuppoted 
to be the effect of what 1s cailed 
chance or accident. It is evident 
there mult have been fomething which 
ferved as condutiors, If fubcerrane- 
ous paflages, of fuch exteni as thefe 
earthqiakes, fhould be admiced, it 
would be difficult to account for the 
width of the earthquakes, on that 
hypothefis. The more probable fup- 
achinn feems to be, that there are 
fome particular flrata, which have 
ferved as fuel or conductors to 
the vapour, And that this was the 
cafe, feems further probable from the 
fulphureous mixtures that have been 
thrown out at the different evupuons. 
Inflances of thefe eruptions are men- 
tioned in the accounts of the earih- 
quakes of 1727 and 1755. And 
they are fuch as make it probable, 
that there is fome particular ftratum 
under the furface of the country, 
which has ferved and will ferve to 
direét the motion of the fubterrane- 
ous vapour, from the places of its 
origin, to that of its grand final 
erupuon.* 


NOT &. 


* Such ftrata are not at all uncom- 
mon. Many countries are known to 
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On this account of ‘the caufes of 
the earshquakes of New England, it 
may nut be amifs to remark, «iat 
part of it feems to be mater of fact 
and part matter of conjecture, As 
the caufes lie out of fight, and be- 
yond thé reach of obfervation, we 
have no way to come to the know- 
ledge of them, but by general rea 
fonings from the phenomena that 
fall under our obfervation. Thefe 
phenomena, J may venture to fay 
have been fauly relaied :—but whee 
ther the iwferences that have been 
drawn from them, are jull—the con- 
jettures, fuch as are probable—.ue 


NOT E. 


abound with, and tobe diftinguifhed 
by them. ** We have an. inflance of 
itm the chalky and flinty countries 
of England and Fiance, which fex- 
cepting the interruption of the chane 
nel, and the clays, fands, &c. of a 
few counties) compule a tract of 
about three hundred miles each way.” 
Phil. Traof. for 1760. p. 587. Vhe 
volcanoes in the Andes, are in all 

robability derived from the fame 
Rcaiuin of combullible m nerals ; tne 
extent of which cannot be lefs ‘een 
five thoufand miles---for fo far do 
the mountains and volcanoes exiend, 
And thus in North America, if we 
may give credit to L. Evans, in de- 
feending from the mountains which 
adjoin to the weflern lakes, the {ame 
feis of flrata, and in the fame order, 
are generally kept up. 

In fome counines, earthquakes 
have ceafed upon the breaking out 
of volcanoes, If there were volca- 
noes in this part of America, which 
might ferve to interrupt the firaium, 
and as a vent for the {ubterraneous 
vapours to difcharge themfelves, 1 is 

robable the earthquakes of New 
Enslead would not run in fueh a 
regular manner, through fuch ay ex 
tent of the country, 
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conclufions, well fupported—and the 
evidence, fuch as might have been 
expefted—thefe are fubmitted to the 
judgment of others, Hypothefes 
may be of u:fe to put us upon further 
enquity, and a more critical examina- 
tion ; but are never to be received, 
any further chan they are fupported by 
proper evidence, 


General reflexions on carthquakes, 


HE preceding accounts, ob- 
fervations, and conjectures, have 
been confined to the earthquakes of 
New England. But they will natu- 
rally lead us to fome general reflex:- 
ows on the nature, ufe, and eff-cts of 
thefe formidable phenomena: Thus, 
If we are right in our conjeftures 
onthe caufes of earthquakes, we may 
conclude, that the globe always has 
been, and will be fubjeet to fuch con- 
cufhons, From the earlieft ages, of 
which we have any accounts, this 
has been ihe cafe. Many parts of 
the earth bear the marks of great 
and furious eruptions; not a few of 
which were prior to all hiftorical 
monuments and records, The erup- 
tions of the noted ALtna may be 
traced back an hundred years before 
the fiege of Troy.* Vefuvius was a 
volcano before the foundations of 
Herculaneum and Pompeii were firft 
laid. Thefe cities were covered by 
an eruption of Vefuvius, A. D. 79. 
Their foundations and pavements are 
all of that melted and vitrified fub- 
flance, called fava, which Vefu- 
vius had thrown out ;—which is a 
proof of great eruptions, prior to 
the foundations of thefe cities.+ How 
long thefe volcanoes, or thofe in Ice- 
land, the Eaft India ifland:, and 
Souch America, have been burning, 


NOTES. 


® According to M, D* Orville, 
+ Phil, Traaf, for 1771, Art. 1. 


o 


we have no hiflory or tradition ep 

cient enough to inform us. Man 

of their effets bear the marks o 
more furious eruptions than any there 
have been in modern times, Th 

foil for more than twenty miles 
round Naples, by its cinder, flones, 
burnt matter, and lava, appears to 
have been the produétion of very an 
cient fubterran<ous fires, earthquakes 
and eruption:.|/ The Appenines, 
achain of mountains which divide 
the continent of I aly from north 
to fouth, and extend even to Sicily 
difcover many tokens of an iptern 

fire ; "and were judged, by that cele. 
brated philofopher, M. dela Conda. 
mine, to be achain of ancien: voleae 
noesf. This is alfo the cafe with that 
long chain of mountains in South. 
America, known by the name of the 
Andes, Thefe mountains run from 
45° fouth latitude, to feveral degrees 
north of the line, and alfo through. 
out all Mexico; being, according to 
Monf, Beuguer’s account, five thou- 
{and miles in extent. The feries of 
volcanoes, formed by thefe moun- 
tains, is interrupted ; many are toral- 
ly extinguifhed ; and there are many 
which are ftill burning ; aud many 
of the ancient ones se wr burft 
out again. Several of the Weft- 
India iflands, the Azores, Teneriffe, 
and moft mountains, eher contain 
volcanoes, or, by the veitiges of cal- 
cination and viirification, fhow the 
former effeéts of them.—And as fe- 
veral iflands and mountains have been 
funk, fo we have authentic accounts 
of feveral that have been thrown up 
from the bottom of the fea, by fub- 
terraneous fires. Sucl effeéts, with 
the relations of hiflory, afford plenti- 
ful evidence, that the globe * al- 
ways been fubjeft to and greatly af- 


NOTES, 


ff Phil. Tranf, for 2771. Art. 1. 
t Condamine’s travels imo Italy. 
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fefied by fubterraneous fires, earth- 
n aE quakes, and volcanoes. 
Man The fame caufes which have pro- 
‘Ss OM duced fuch effetis on the furface, 
are undcubredly fill exifient in the 
bowels of the earth. Proper periods 
of time may be requifire for them 
to prow ripe, or gather ftrength 
f{.Micient co caufe an explofion or 
earthquake. But as the materials 
from which fubterrancous vapours 
sre formed, conftantly exifl in the 
bowels of the carth, they will be as 
conflantly fermenting; and thus in- 
creafing the q antity and fpree of 
the vapours, ull they fhall become 
{ufficient to break through all oppo- 
ftion, and force for themfelves a 
pffaye thro’ ibe each. And although 
they may im fuch ways be difcharged 
from time to time—yet, fo long as 
the fame powers fhall fubfifl in mat- 



































from Bier, new vapours will be produced ; 
— and, of contequetice, the fame effects 
OugN- Bi afier proper intervals of time, will 


again take place, Norare they to be 
vewed as marks of anv d:forder or 


ries of irregularity in the works of nature, 
noun: Byoy 

. 
total- 


Notwithfland' ng all their terrible 


Many B ef-s, earthquakes feemto bea ne- 

many Beeflary coniequence of fuch laws of 

A naire, and powers in matrer, as are, 
eft. 


spon the whole, greatly beneficial 


rifle, Bio che globe. There is no phenome- 
ontaio Boon in the whole courfe of nature, 
of cal- Bf, formidable as that of an earth- 
w the quake. Nor is there any that has 
as {e- {pread more univerfal horror, cala- 
¢ been mity, and defolation. Hiliory, anc:- 
counts Bent and modern, abounds with ac- 
wn UP Bi eounts of large countries that have 
y 3 been fhaken—whole cities that have 


2 Wil Bbeen funk and covered—and im- 
lenti- Bi nenfe numbers of mankind that have 
as al- Ben deflroved, by thefe dreadful 

tly af Beonvulfions of nature. In the earth- 

toake which fhook Sicily, in the 
year 1693, fifty-four cities and towns, 
with an incredible number of villages, 
+P were either deftroyed or greatly da- 
, . 


miaged, and 2bout fixty thonfand per- 
fons periflicd. In thet at Jamarca, 
m 1698, almoft the whole ot Fort- 
Royal was (wallowed up, aod large 
numbers of its inhabitanis buced om 
us turns, And im the earihquake at 
Lima in Peru, im 1726, a!) the 
buildings in that enty, ard in +s 
port of Callao. except abou thiriy, 
were funk, or laid in ruins, and great 
numbers of people detiro,;ed—four 
hundred and ret fhocks, many 
of which were equal to ihe firfl, fue- 
ceeding in the {pace of four months, 
The deflruéiion of L fbr, by the 
earthquakes im 1755, was allo at- 
tended with the molt tragical fceres 
of defolation, death ard mifery. 
And yet, notwithflanding all ihefe 
dire effects ef earthquakes, it is very 
poilble, that the laws and caufes 
trom whence they a: ic, may be a 
neceflary prov fn, and a real ad- 
vantage to the gube. ‘lhe power 
of gravity, the wind and we -r. rain, 
leat, and cold, have occafioned ihe 
deftruétion of vaft numbers of man- 
kind : and yet they are a_ general 
advaniaze to the earth, ard to us 
inhabitants, and fuch an advantage, 
that no creature could live on ths 
globe without them, And fince they 
produce an overbalance of good, they 
are to be efleemed advantageous and 
beneficial upon the whole ; alihough 
in fome particular cafes, they may be 
auended with very dangerous and 
f tal effeéis. This, it is probable, is 
the cafe with all the laws, powers and 
operations of nature ; and with all 
thofe agitations and concuflions te 
which the earth is fubjeé. 

To enumerate all the ends to which 
thefe formidable phenomena may 
ferve in the natural world, would re- 
— higher degrees of knowledge 
than it is probable we fhall ever have 
of this fubjeft. And yet, perhaps, 
we may fee enough to convince us of 
the wifdom and benevolence of the 
Creator, in making the globe fib- 
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jet to fuch concuflions, Thefe ex- 
tenfive and powcrful agitations tend 
to weaken the attraction, loolen the 
parts, and open the pores of the 
earth ; and thus to fit and prepare it 
for the purpofes of veyeianen, and 
for the various kinds of produce, that 
are neceflary for the fupport, of am- 
mal | fe. Were an iniuperable bond 
of aitraction to take place on the tur- 
face, or im the bowels of the earth, 
v chou fomething to eppofe us pow - 
er, fluid ty, monon, vegetation, and 
ail nature would be ata itand. The 
wwer of gravity tends to this: and 
5 Se we find it. neceflary, by the 
operations of agriculture, to break 
the {urface of the earth, to loofen us 
paris, aid opem its pores, and chus 
weaken tts aturaction, chat it may be 
fii for the production of fuch fruit: 
avd grain as we want inthe courfe 
of the year, An earthquake performs 
thai, im the bowels of the earth, 
which the various methods of agri- 
evliure perform on us furface, And 
itis probable, that the former 1s 
equally neceflary to the purpofes of 
vegetation, as ‘he latter, eed 

teems w confirm ‘hele conjectures, 
at 1s Obfervable. tha: thofe places 
which are moti fubject to earthquakes, 
arethe molt noted, ceteris paribus, 
fr the frufulnefs of ‘heir foil, and 
the plenty of their produce, Thus lia- 
ly, Peru,Manilla,and efpecially Aiuna 
aod Vetuvius, places greatly fubyect 
to earthquakes, are celebrated for an 
uncommon feruluy, Ihere are other 
inportant ends which may be an- 


{wered by earthquakes. Thofe fub- 


tertaneous vapours, by which they 
2ve caufed, {em neceffary to prevent 
tie inward parts of the earth from 
becoming too denfe, compatt, and 
hard, in confequence of their attrac- 
tion. And when thefe vapours are 
co lected in large quantities, it may 
be neceflary to have them difcharged 
in.o ‘he atmofphere, to prevent adif- 
foluion of the globe through the 


“coments and ftrutture of the globe 


what” the Creator of it feems to have made 
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force of their elaficity or repulfos 
it may alfo be neceffary to have ne 


{ubterrancous paflages opened— td 


ones diverted from their former cour 
fese—und new communications efla 
biiuhed between ditferent counirie: 


that all parts of the earth may be 


fupplied with fuch kinds and quan 


unes of waier and air, as the growth 


of bodies, in the bowels and «po 


the furiace of the earth, may require 
and that the folid and fluid parts o 


the earth way be kept im their due 


piace, connexion, and order, © And 
in general, we may prefume, from 
the analogy of naiare, that ther 
may, be, and no doubt are, man 
ends and ules to which {ubterraneou 
fires and earthquakes may ferve, o 
which we have as yet no ideas o 
conjettures. But however thefe thin 
may be, 

Ic is probable, that our knowledg 
of this fubyect wall increafe, as a 
other branches of natural knowledg 
have done, and by the fame means 
obfervation and reafoning. In th 


provifion for the produdtion of fub 
terraneous vapours and explofions 
Earthquakes may of confequence b 
expetted, at proper intervals of time 
in every country and climate, fo lon 
as the earth fhall continue to exill ; 
us prefent form, As thefe eveny 
happen, pofterity will have oppor 
n ty to examine their phenomena, ( 
note their effects and operations, at 
to mark all their differences 2 
agreements:. and, of confequence 
they wall be obtaining more and mo 
infight into their naire, caufes, a 
effects, The methods of reafonin 


which are now happily introduce 
into philofophical fubjeéts, thoug 
their effects may be flow, are yetce 
tain and progreflive, Every age wi 
_be doing fomething for the next. 
And the feveral philofophical focie 
ties alicady eilabliihed, by collec 
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and recording obfervations, are, and 
will be, providing materials for the 
ages that are to come.—And when 
a fufficient number of obfervations 
fhall be thus colleéted, inferences 
may be drawn, and conclufions may 
be formed from them, of which, as 
yet, we have not the leaft thought or 
fufpicion, It has been thus in all 
other branches of philofophy ; and 
the fame accuracy of obfervation 
and reafoning, when applied to the 
hilofophy of earthquakes, will pro- 
Pably bring to light things, of which 
we have now no knowledge or con- 
ception, 

From any knowledge we yet have 
of the nature and caufes of earth- 
quakes, nothing would appear more 
romantic, than to attempt to preditt 
when fuch formidable concullions 
will happen. We know fo little of 
their caufes, much lefs when thefe 
caufes will have collefted fufficient 
force to burft forth and fhake the ad- 
jacent Country, that we have no way 
to form any rational conclufions as to 
the time when an earthquake will 
happen, from any inferences founded 
on the knowledge of the nature and 
operations of their caufes, Nor can 
we receive much, if any, help from 
any preceding figns :—I do not mean 
thofe which fear and fuperftition 
have formed ; but from any regula- 
rity of their periods—flate of the 
atmofphere—uncommon motion of 
wells, fprings, and the like, For if 
thereis any connexion between things 
of fuch a nature, and the happening 
of an earthquake, it is what we do 
not underfland. 

But our ignorance of thefe things 
ought not to be made an argument, 
that there is not in reality any re- 
gularity or order in thefe events; or 
that it will always be impoflible to 
difcover fo much of the nature and 
operations of natural caufes, as to 
difcern the fame fimplicity, order 
and harmony, in the feveral phepo- 
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mena of earthquakes, as are apparent 
in many other works and operations 
of naure, In all thofe works of 
nature, of which we have any to- 
lerable conceptions, {tated laws, and 
a fteady regardto them, have been 
obferved. And this has been mante 
felt and apparent in the fame degree 
as our kiiowlcedge of any fubject has 
been advanced, There was a time 
when univerfa! confufion and difor- 
der were fuppofed to prevail in the 
courfes, motions and appearances of 
the heavenly bodies. But as the 
knowledge of the true aflronomy in- 
creafed, the moft perfect order, hare 
mony- and proportion have been dif- 
covered in the motion and appear- 
ance of every flar, planet and comet, 
And it is now weil known, tha: all 
the fuppofed irregularity in any of 
thefe bodies, was nothing more chan 
want of knowledge, and confufion 
of ideas in the obferver, If we may 
reafon from analogy, the conclufion 
will be, that it 1s the fame in all 
other cafes, It can hardly be doubt- 
ed, therefore, but that there is the 
fame harmony, rule, and order—the 
fame general and flated laws, in the 
caufes and operations of earthquakes 

as there are in all other events of 
nature, No reafon can be afligned 
why thefe alone, of all the works of 
God, fhould be made up of irregu- 
larity and confufion, It muft. there- 
fore, be fuppofed, that earthquakes 
(like all other events that depend on 
natural caufes) are fubject to certain 
and determinaie laws and rules— 
which are in themfelves conflant, re- 
gular and harmonious, whe her thefe 
laws, or this regularity, are known to 
us or not, 

The ancient Egypzians and Chal- 
deans, by a long courle of obfervati- 
ons, are faid to have been able to 
foretell the appearance of comets, 
and the approach of earthquakes? 


NOT Ey 
* Diod, Siculus, 
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The greatet philofophers have fup- 
poled their predictions of this kind 
were founded not on any knowledge 
they had of the laws and powers of 
nature, but on the vain arts of judi 
cial attrology. ‘This might be the 
cafe. It is, however, to be wifhed, 
that we could bea little more cer- 
tain what knowledge the Egyptians 
pretended to im this mater, It is 
wellknown, that the f{ciences were 
much culiiwated among that difcreet 
people. Geometry and aftronomy, 
if they were now begun, received ve- 
ry great improvements from them. 
The Greeks had all their aftronomi- 
cai jearning from Egyp'. Pythago- 
ras goithe knowledge of the true 
{yilem of the un:verfe from the Egyp- 
tian priefls, And their advances in 
feveral parts of the mathematics, 
were great and uncommon, How 
far they were acquaimed with the 
aftronomy of comeis, | am not able 
to fay. Some of the’ Chaldean and 
Pythagorean philofophers taught 
many things as to the wature, orbits 
and revolutions of comets ; which, 
though long difregarded, ' modern 
ailronomy has adopted, and abun- 
danily confirmed.* And that there 
was nothing impotlible—nothing ro- 
mantic, in aitempting to preditt 
their appearance, the great Halley 
has fully demonilrated, And whe- 
ther they might not have fome 
knowledge as to the philofophy of 
earthquakes, which, thro’ the :gno- 
rance and barbsroulne fs of after ages, 
might be loft to the world, feems 
worthy of enquiry. 

But however ths may have been, 
itis at leafl pothble, that regularity, 
order and laws may be difcovered in 
thefe, ac well as in other works of 
nature, It is, indeed, but very lie- 
tle that is yet known of the nature, 


NOTE. 


* Gregory's allronomy. Book v. 
fet. 4. 
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caufes and operations of thefe events, 
Ic will, probably, require the obfer- 
vations of many ages to digeft and 
form them into a proper fyftem. And 
a long courfe of obfervations may 
open new fcenes to pofterity, and 
enable them to form conclufion—[ 
had almoft faid preditt ons—which 
to us would appear wild, abfurd and 
ridiculous. To me there appears as 
much ground for fuch a conjecture, 
as Seneca had feventeen hundred years 
ago for his, relative to comets ; but 
which has literally been fulflled.+ 
But leaving thefe things to the ages 
that are to come, — 

From contemplating thefe mighty 
works of nature, a philofophic mind 
will naturally rife in admiration and 
reverence, to the firfl great caufe of 
all! In all the works of nature, we 
find plain marks of that wifdom, 
power and goodnefs, with which the 
whole plan, frame, and conftitution 
of it, was firft formed and adjufled, 
As all natural effects take place in 
confequence of caufes and laws deri- 
ved at firlt fromGod, true philofophy 
agrees with the holy feriptures, in 
afcribing all fuch events to his agen- 
cy. It was no doubt with a view 
ultimately to moral purpofes, that 
the laws of nature were firlt eftablith- 
ed : and nothing can be better adapt- 
ed than many of their operations, 
to awaken and dire the attention 
of mankind to the fupreme Gover- 
nor of the world, By the operation 
of natural caufes, the Deity often 


NOTE 


+** A time,”’ (aid this excellent 
philofopher, ** will come, when thofe 
things which now he hid, will af 
lait be brought to light by length of 
trme and the diligence of pofterity: 
for it 1s not one age that is fufficient 
to make fuch great dicoveries.”” Se- 
neca, Nat, Quedl, lib. vir. chap. 25. 
May we not venwure to fay the fame 
of casthquakes ? 
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** acifeth to fhake terribly the earth."’ 
** He looketh on the earth, and « 
trembleth : he touched the hilis, and 
they {moke."’ “* He removerh the 
mountains, and overturneth them in 
has anger.’’ ** The pillars of heaven 
tremble, and are aitonilhed at his re- 


Amidft fuch convulfons of nature, 
firong imprethons of the power and 
— of God, will naturally take 
pe elon of the human mond. Man- 

ind will fee and feel thew depend- 
ence upon their Creator—with the 
wifdom, benetu, and advantage of 
fucha lleady courfe of virtue, as leads 
to an habitual truft in his providence 
and protettion. Such unufual and 
great everts will powerfully awaken 
their attention to morals, and thus pro- 
mote the adv@age of, aliho’ it may 
occalion lofs and terror io mankind, 

To pretend to be above fear, or 
to attempt to be unmoved with fuch 
conculhons of nature, would argue, 
on the one hand, a folly or a pride 
unworthy a philofophic mind: and 
on the other, to give way, at every 
fuch event, to fuch confuhon of 
thoughts and paflions, as leaves no 
command over the mind, i: a weak- 
nefs as much as pollible co be avow- 
ed. Of this we may at all tomes be 
certain, the prefent frame of nature 
will fubGA fo long as infinue wifdewn 
and goodnels fee it tobe ft. And 
no event will ever take place m the 
natural world, which was not fore- 
feen by hum who isthe Au hor of na- 
wre, and dehyned to aniwer tome 
wile and benevolent purpole, Ut 
his favour mortals may be fure, to 
long as they marmiara a feady regard 
w the rules of wortue. Trs will al- 
ways be produttive of fafety and ha be 
prefs; though the wunmediate etfert 
of the prefent convullians of nature, 
will probably be as the poct faye, 
Terra tremit  fugere fera@, cf moria- 

lia corda 
Per gentcs Aumilas Arave paver, 


Circular letter, fromthe /peaker of 
the houfe of reprefentatioes of the 
Province of Ma Jactuferts day, ad- 
drefed to ihe jpeakhers of the ‘gy 
fatures of the ether prewences, 

Ser, Boften, June, 1765. 

HiE houfe of reprefentauves of 

this province, in the pretence fef. 
fron of the general court, have unani~ 
moufly agreed to propole a aseenng, 
as loon as may be, of commutrecs, 
from the houles of reprefentatives of 
burgelles of the feveral Brth cole- 
mies Of thes continent, to conlalt to- 
gether on the pteient circumilances 
ot the colomes, and the difbculries 
to which they are, and mull be re- 
duced, by the operation of the atis 
of parliament for levying dunes and 
taxes on the colomes; and to conti. 
der of a general ami unwed, dunful, 
loyal, and humble repreientation ot 
there condition, to hes mayelly and 
the parhament, and to implore reliel. 

The houfe of reprelentatives of this 

province have aid vored 10 propole, 

that fech meeting be ai the coty of 

New York, 1 the province of New 

York, on the hrit Tuelday in Octo- 

ber next ; and have apperaced a Com. 

mittee of three of ther members te 
attend that fervice, wih fuch as the 
other houles of repreleatauves, or 
burgeflles, in the feveral colomes, may 
ithuok ht t© apport to meet chem. 

And the commutee of the houle of 

repreleniatives of this prow net, are 

duretied to reper wo lad New York, 
on fard terlt DT welsey m Ortebes 
next, accordingly. 

If, therefore, your honourable 
houle fhowid agree to the propo, 
4 would be acceptable, that a carly 
nope of «as pothble, agin 
trantamited to the ipratecr of ithe 
hawle of re prclontatives of thu pte- 
Vitel. 

yw © T 

© Fass letter gawe rife tothe meet- 
img ef cae Ara fac eaeseragre ——_ 
\e 
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Declaration of the rights of the colo- 
nifis of America, as agreed to by 
the firft American congre/s, at New 
York, U&ober 19, 1765. 


Sie 2s members of this congrefs, 
fincerely devoted, with the war- 
met fentiments of affection and duty, 
o his majefly’s perfon and govern- 
menit—inviolably attached tothe pre- 
fent happy eilablifhment of the pro- 
teltant fuccefhon—and with minds 
deeply impre fled by a fenfe of the pre- 
fen: and impend:ng misfortunes of the 
Broth colonies on this continent— 
having confidered, as maturely as 
time will permit, the circumftances 
of the faid colonies, efleem it our in- 
difpenfible duty to make the follow- 
ing declarations of our humble opi- 
mion, refpecting the moft effential 
rights and hberties of the colonifts, 
and of the grievances under which 
they labour, by reafon of feveral late 
atts of parliament. 

I. That his majefty’s fubje&s in 
thefe colonies, owe the fame allegi- 
ance to the crown of Great Britain, 
that is owing from his fubje&s born 
within the realm, and all due fubor- 
dinauon to that auguft body, the 
parliament of Great Britain, 

11. That his majefty’s liege fub- 
jetts in thefe colonies, are entitled to 
all the inherent rights and liberties 
of his natural born fubjetts, within 
the kingdom of Great Britain. 

LI. That it is infeparably effential 
to the freedom of a people, and the 
undoubted right of Englifhmen, that 
no taxes be impofed on them but 
with their own confent, given per- 
fonally or by their reprefentatives. 

IV. That the people of thefe co- 
Jonies are not, and, from their local 
circumftances, cannot be, reprefent- 
ed in the houfe of commons in Great 
Britain. 

V. That the only reprefentatives 
ofthe people of thefe colonies are 
perfons chofea therein by them- 
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felves ; and that no taxes ever have 
been, or can be conflitutionally im- 
pofed on them, but by their refpec- 
tive legiflaiures, 

VL, That all fupplies to the crown 
being free gifis of the people, it is 
unreafonable and inconfiflent with 
the principles and fpirit of the Britith 
conititution, for the people of Great 
Britain to grant to his majefly the 
property of the colonifts, ; 

VII. That trial by jury, is thein- 
herent and invaluable right of every 
Britith fubjett in thefe colonies, _ 

VILL, That the late att of parlia- 
ment, entitled, ** an aét for granting 
and applying certain flamp duties, 
and other duties, in the Brith colo- 
nies and plantations in America,” 
&c. by impofing taxes og the inhabi« 
tants of thefe colonies#and the faid 
att, and feveral other atts, by ex- 
tending the jurifdiftion of the courts 
of admiralty beyond its ancient li- 
mits, have a manifeft tendency to 
fubvert the rights and liberties of 
the colonifts, 

IX. That the duties impofed by 
feveral late a€ts of parliament, from 
the peculiar circumftances of thefe 
colonies, will be extremely burden- 
fome and grievous; and, from the 
{carcity of fpecie, the payment of 
them abfolutely impracticable. 

X. That as the profits of the trade 
of thefe colonies awk centre in 
Great Britain, to pay for the manu- 
faétures which they are obliged to 
take from thence, ‘they eventually 
contribute very largely to all fupplies 
granted there to the crown, 

XI, That the reftrictions impofed 
by feveral late afls of parliament on 
the trade of thefe colomies, will ren- 
der them unable to purchafe the ma- 
nufaétures of Great Britain, 

XII. That the increafe, profpe- 
rity and happinefs of thefe colomes, 
depend on the full and free enjoys 
ments of their rights and liberties, 
and an intercourfe with Great Bri- 








Addrefs to the hing of England. ges 


tain, mutually affe€tienate and advan- 


cous. 
eT II, That it is the right of the 
Britith fubje€&s in thefe colonies to 
petition the king, or either houfe of 
parliament. sy St 

Lafily, That it is the indifpenfible 
duty of thefe colonies, to the belt of 
fovereigns, to the mother country, 
and to thentdlens, to endeavour by a 
loyal and datiful addrefs to his ma- 
‘ely, and humble application to both 
Lookes of parliament, to procure the 
repeal of the aét for granting and 
applying certain ftamp duties, of all 
claufes of any other atts of parbhia- 
ment, whereby the jurifdi€tion of the 
admiralty is extended as aforefaid, 
and of the other late aéts for the re- 
ftri€tion of American commerce, 


Addrefs to the king of England a- 
greed to by the firft American con- 
are/s, Odlober es, 1765. 


To the king’s moft excellent majefty : 
the petition of the freeholders and 
other inhabitants of the Maflachu- 
feits-bay, Rhode Ifland, and Pro- 
vidence plantations, New Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, the government of 
the counties of Newcafile, Kent 
and Suffex, upon Delaware, and 
province of Maryland : 


Moft humbly fhoweth, 
HAT the inhabitants of thefe 


colomes, unanimoufly devoted 
with the warmeft fentiments of duty 
and affefiion to your majefly’s facred 
perfon and government, inviolably 
attached to the prefent happy efla- 
blifhment of the proteftant fuccefhion 
in your illuftrious houfe, and deeply 
fenfible of your royal attention to 
their profperity and happine(s. hum- 
bly beg leave to approach the throne, 
by reprefenting to your majefty, that 
thefe colonies were originally plant- 
ed by fubjeéts of the Britifh crown, 
who, animated with the fpirit of li- 
berty, encouraved by your majelfty’s 
royal predeceffors, and confiding in 


the lic faith, for the enj t 
of ail whe rights and liberties efential 
to freedom, emigrated from their 
Native country to this continent, and 
by their fuccefsful perfeverance in 
the midft of innumerable dangers and 
difficulties, together with a profufion 
of their blood and treafure, have 
happily added thefe vaft and valuable 
dominions to the empire of Great- 
Britain, That for the enjoyment of 
thefe rights and liberties, feveral go-~ 
vernments were early formed in the 
faid colonies, with full power of le- 
giflation, agreeable to the principles 
of the Englifh conftitution, 

That under thofe governments, 
thefe liberties, thus vefted in their 
anceflors, and tranfmitted to pofte- 
rity, have been exercifed ay en- 
joyed, and by the ineftimable blef- 
fings thereof (under the favour of Al- 
mighty God) the inhofpitable defarts 
of America have been converted into 
flourifhing countries ; f{cience, huma- 
nity, and the knowledge of divine 
truths, diffufed through remote re- 
gions of ignorance, infidelity, and 
barbarifm; the number of Britifh 
fubjetts wonderfully increafed, and 
the wealth and power of Great Bri- 
tain proportionably augmented. 

That by means of thefe fetilements, 
and the unparaileled fuccefs of your 
majefly’s arms, a foundation is now 
laid for rendering the Britifh empire 
the moft extenfive and powerful of 
any recorded in hiftory. Our con- 
nexion with this empire, we efleem 
our greateft happinefs and fecuriry, 
and humbly conceive it may now be 
fo eftablifhed by your royal wifdom, 
as to endure to the lateft period of 
time; this, with moft humble fub- 
miffion to your majefty, we appre- 
hend will be moft effectually accom- 
plithed, by fixing the pillars thereof 
on liberty and juflice, and fecuring 
the inherent rights and hiberties of 
your fubjeéts here ‘upon the princi- 
ples of the Englith conflitution, To 
this conftiturion thefe two principles 
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ace effential, the right of your faith- 
ful fubjetis, freely to grant to your 
majelly, fuch aids as are required for 
the fupport of your government over 
them, and other public exigences ; 
and trials by their peers; by the one 
they are fecured from unreafonable 
impofitions ; and by the other froin 
atburary decifions of the executive 
wer, 

The continuation of thefe liberties 
to the inhabitants of America we ar- 
dently implore, as abfolutely neceffary 
to unite the feveral parts of your wide 
extended dominions, in that harmony 
fo effential to the prefervation and 
happinefs of the whole. Protetted in 
thefe liberties, the emoluments Great 
Britain receives from us, however 
great at | pcr a, are incooliderabie, 
compared with thofe fhe has the fair- 
eli profpeét of acquiring. By this pro- 
tection the will forever fecure to her- 
felf the advantage of conveying to all 
Europe, the merchandifes which 
America furnifhes, and of fupplying 
through the fame channel whatever 
is wanted from thence. Here opens 
a boundlefs fource of wealih and na- 
val flrength; yet thefe immenfe ad- 
vantages, by the abridgment of thole 
invaluable rights and iiberties, by 
which our growth has been nourifhed, 
are in danger of being for ever lol ; 
and our fubordinate legiflatures, in 
effeét, rendered ufelefs, by the -late 
aéts of parliament impofing duties 
and taxes on thefe colonies, and ex- 
tending the jurifdiction of the courts 
of admiralty here, beyond its ancient 
limits: flatutes by which your ma- 
jefly’s commons in Britain under- 
take abfolutely to difpofe of the pro- 
perty of their fellow fubjects in Ame- 
rica, without their confent, and forthe 
enforcing whereof, they are fubjetted 
to the determination of a fingle judge 
in acourt unrellrained by the wile 
rules of the common law, the birth- 
right of Englifhmen, and the fafe- 
guard of their perfons and properties. 


The invaluable rights of taxing, 
ourfelves, and trial by our peers, of 
which we implore your majelty’s 
protection, are not, we moft humbly 
conceive, unconflitutional ; but con- 
firmed by the great charter of Enghiih 
liberty. On the firft of thefe rights 
the honourable the houfe of commons 
found their praétice of originating 
money bills, a right enjoyed by the 
kingdom of Ireland, by the clergy of 
England, until relinquifhed by them- 
felves, a right, in fine, which all 
other your majefty’s Englith fubjeés, 
both within -and without the realm, 
have hitherto enjoyed, 

With hearts, therefore, imprefled 
with the moft indelible characters of 
gratitude tq your majelty, and to the 
memory of the kings of your illuftri- 
ous houfe, whofe reigns have been 
fignally diftinguifhed by their aufpi- 
cious influence on the profperity of 
the Britifh dominions, and convinced 
by the molt affe€t'ng proofs of your 
majefty’s paternal love to all your 
people, however dillant, and your 
unceafing and benevolent defires to 
promote their happinefs, we molt 
humbly befeech your majefly, that 
you will be gracioufly pleafed to take 
into your royal confideration the dif- 
treffes of your faithful fubjects oa this 
continent, and to lay the fame before 
your majetly’s parliament, and to 
afford them fuch relief; as in your 
royal wifdom their unhappy circum 
ftances fhall be judged to require. 

And your petitioners as in duty 
bound will pray. 

Memorial to the houfe of lords, a« 
greed to, fame day as the preced- 
ddre/s. 

To the right honourable the lords 
fpiriual and temporal of Great- 
Britain, in parhament  affem- 
bled: the memoria! of the free- 
holders and other inhabirans of 
the Maffachufetts-bay, Rhode-I{- 
land, and Providence plantauions, 
New- Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the go- 
yernment of the counties of \’ -~ 
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Cafile, Kent, and Suffex,upon Dela- 
ware, and province of Maryland, 


Moft humbly froweth, 

HAT his majefty’s liege fub- 

= in his American colonies, 
though they acknowledge a due fub- 
ordination to that auguft body, the 
Britifh parliament, are entitled, in 
the opinion of your memorialifts, to 
all the inherent rights and liberties of 
the natives of Great Britain; and 
have, ever fince the fettlement of the 
faid coloniés, exercifed thofe rights 
and |:berties, as far as their local cir- 
cumftances would permit, 

That your memorialifls humbly 
conceive one of the molt effential 
rights of thefe colonies, which they 
have ever, till lately, uninterrupted- 
ly enjoyed, to be, trial by jury. 

That your memorialills alfo hum- 
bly conceive, another of thefe eflen- 
tial rights to be, the exemption from 
all taxes, but {uch as are impofed on 
the people by the feveral leg:flatures 
in thefe colonies, which right alfo 
they have, till oflate, freely enjoyed. 

But your memorialifts humbly beg 
leave toreprefent to your lordthips, 
that the at for granting certain llamp- 
duties in the Britifh colonies 1n 
America, &c. fills his majefty’s Ame- 
rican fubjeéts with the senel con- 
cern ; as ittends to deprive them of 
the two fundamental and invaluable 
rights and liberties above mentioned ; 
and that feveral other late atts of 
parliament, which extend the jurif- 
di@ion and powers of courts of ad- 
miralty in the plantations, beyond 
their limits in Great Britain, there- 
by make un unneceffary and unhappy 
diftinétion, as to the modes of trial, 
between us and our fellow fubjects 
there, by whom we never have been 
excelled in duty and loyalty to our 
fovereign, : 

That from the natural connexion 
between Great Britain and America, 
the perpetual continuance of which 
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your memorialifls moft ardently de- 
fire, they conceive, that nothing can 
conduce more to the intereft of both, 
than thecolonilts’ free enjoyment of 
their rights and liberties, and an af- 
fettionate intercourfe between Greate 
Britain and them. But your memo- 
rialifts -(not waving their claim to 
thefe rights, of which, with the moft 
becoming veneration and deference 
to the wifdom and juftice of your 
lordthips, they apprehend they cannot 
reafonably be deprived) humbly re- 
prefent, that from the peculiar cir- 
cumilances of thefe colonies, the du- 
ties jmpofed by the aforefaid aa, and 
feveral other late afis of parliament, 
are extremely grievous and burden- 


fome ; and the payment of the {aid * 


duties will very foon, for want of 
{pecie, become abfolutely impraéti- 
cable ; and that the reltrictions on 
trade, by thefaid aéts, will not only 
greatly diflrefs the colonies, but muit 
e extremely detrimental to the trade 
and true intereft of Great Britain. 
Your memorialifts, therefore, im- 
prefled with a jult fenfe of the un- 
fortunate circuinftances of the colo- 
nies, and the impending deffrutiive 
confequences, which mutt neceffarily 
enfue from the execution of thofe 
aéts, animated with the warmeft fen- 
timents of filial affection for their 
mother-country, moft earneftly and 
humbly intreat, that your lordfhips 
will be pleafed to hear their counfel 
in fupport of this memorial, and take 
the premifes into your moft ferious 
confideration ; and that your lord- 
fhips will alfo be thereupon pleafed 
to purfue fuch meafures for reitoring 
the juft rights and jiberties of the 
colonies, and preferving them for 
ever inviolate, for redrefling their 
prefent, and preventing future grie- 
vances, thereby promoting the united 
intereft of Great Britain and Ameri- 
ca,as to your lordfhips, in your great 
wifdom, fhall feem molt conducive 
and effeétual to that important end, 











The battle between Swaran and Cuchullin; trenflated from Fingal, 
By the late dr. Ladd, 


A® from dark Cromla’s folitary fteep, 

The foam down rufhes with impetuous fweep, 

When dark brown night is fhadowing half the grove, 

And thunder rolls all terribly above ; 

So fierce, fo vaft, fo terrible, came on 

The darken’d ftrength of Erin’s dreadful fon ; 

Like fome ftrong whale, the chrefiain rulh’d before, 

While far behind the mountain billows roar, 

He roll’d his might along the ftormg main, 

And pour’d forth valour like a flream of rain, 
Like winter ftreams, impetuous from afar, 

The fons of Lochlin beard the moving war; 

Firft Swaran call’d, and ftruck his bofly thield, 

The fon of Arno echo’d thro’ the field : - 

** What, like the gather’d flies of ev’ning flill, 

*€ Comes rolling onward from the diftant hill ? 

** The flormy fons of Innisfail defcend, 

®* Or ruftling winds the gloomy foreft rend : 

** Thus wintry Gormal echoes thro’ the fkies, 

§* Ere in white clouds the burfting billows rife. 

*€ Go, Arno’s fon, and from the mountain’s head, 

$* View the dark valley whence the murmurs fpread,” 
Trembling he went ; and fwiftly he return’d, 

His eyes roll’d wild, and in their fockets burn’d ; 

Slow, weak, and broken, were his words expreft, 

His heart beat high, and labour’d in his breait, 
Rife, fon of ocean, view the fields— 

Arife, thou chief of dark-brown thields ; 

For fee—deep moving from afar, 

The dark—the mountain ftream of war— 

The car—the car invades the heath— 

The rapid car of gloomy death : 

Behold, it comes all dreadful on— 

Cuchullin’s car—old Semo’s fon, 

Like ocean’s wave, behind it bends, 

As golden mift the heath afcends ; 

The ftone-bofs’d fides fhed fparkling light, 

Like feas around the boat of night ; 

The beam of polith’d yew difplay’d, 

The feat of {mootheft iv’ry made ; 

The fides with glitt’ring {pears are crown’d 

And heroes prefs the bottem round, 

Full onthe right with rapid courfe, 

Behold the proudly-fnorting horfe, 

Son of the hill (a gen’rous breed) 

High-leaping, flrong, broad-breafled feed ; 

His hoof, with loudly echoing found, 

Ali dreadful, thunders o’er the ground : 

Above him {preads the flowing mane, 

As fireams the fmoke on yonder plain ; 
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The battlé between Swaran and Cuchullin, 


His fides refle& a beamy flame, 
And Sulin. Fadda is his name, 
Full on the left to deeds of war, 
Dufronnel hurls the rapid car, 
The lofty, bounding, thin-man’d horfe, 
Strong hoof ’d and matchlefs in the courfe. 
A thoufand thongs the car intwine, _ 
In foam the polith’d bridles thine ; 
The thongs, which gems, bright-fludded, deck, 
Bend o’er each courfer’s flately neck— 
The courfers—who, with flacken’d reins, 
Like mift fly o’er the ftreamy plains ; 
No deer more rapid, wild than they, 
No eagle ftronger on her prey ; 
Like winter blafts, their echoes {pread, 
Which roar from Gormal’s {nowy head. 
And fee the chief within the car, 
The ftrong tempeftuous fon of war ; 
*Midft clafhing arms,Cuchullin dwells, 
Old Semo’s fon, the king of thells : 
His ruddy vifage, tothe view, 
Shines like my brightly-polifh’d yew : 
_ Beneath his brow, with darken’d mien, 
The wide, blue-rolling eye is feen. 
As bending on, he fhakes his fpear, 
Behind him fpreads his flamy ha:r: 
Fly, king of ocean, fly ; like death, 
He comes along the flreamy heath, 
** Whendid I fly ?” the flormy king reply’d, 
** From many {pears that battled at my fide ? 
** When, fon of Arno, from the loud affray 
** Did I retire ? thou coward chieftain, fay : . 
** Dark Gormal’s ftorm I met ; my waves foam’d high, 
© Loud rag’d the heav’ns, but Swaran did not fly ; 
** Nor fhall he fly—tho’ Fingal’s felf were here, 
** The foul of Swaran could not yield to fear— 
** Rife to the war, my thoufands, croud the plain, 
** And pour around me like the echoing main ; 
** Round the bright fteel of gloomy Swaran fland, 
** Strong as the rocks, the mountains of my land, 
** That meet with joy, the ftorms which round them 
ce ur, 
- And firetch their dark woods to the tempeft’s roar.” 
As from two hills, loud thund’sing to the deep, 
The darken’d ftorms of gloomy autumn {weep ; 
So fierce, fo dreadful o’er the field of fame, 
In {wift approach the gloomy warriors came : — 
As from high rocks, two ftreams of gloomy rain, 
Meet, mix, and foam, and roar upon the plain, 
Loud, rough, and dark th’ embattled chiefs appear ; 
There Innisfail, tremendous = here ; 
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The battle between Swaran and Cuchullin. 


On clanging fleel, the clanging fleel refounds, 

Men mix with men, and chieftain chieftain wounds ; 
Burtts forth the gufhing blood, and {mokes around, 
And tron heimets, cleft on high, refound : 

Along the fky the rufhing jav’lins fing, 

The polifh’d bows re-murmur to the ftring, 

And {pears fall glimm’ring like the beams of light, 
That gild the dark face of tempeftuous night, 

As troubled noifes of the ocean rife, 

W hen the loud waves roll mountains to the tkies ; 
As the lait peal heaven’s awful thunder yields, 

Such is the noife of the embattled fields. 

Though Cormac’s hundred bards their notes prolong, 
To found the conteft in immortal fong, 

Weak is the voice an hundred bards could raife, 

To give the flaughter to fuccecding days : 
Unnumber’d warriors on the field were fpread, 

And wide the blood flream’d of the valiant dead. 

Mourn, mourn, ye bards, for filent in the grave 
Sithallin hes, the noble and the brave : 

Let fair Fiona’s melancholy fighs, 

On the dark heaths of her lov’d Ardan rife: 
Like two fair deer they flood ; but ah ! the feel 
Of Swaran lighted, and the warriors fell, 
*Midft all his thoufands, Swaran roar’d aloud, 
L ke the fhrill fpirit of a flormy cloud, 

‘That dim on Gormal, fees cold death enflave 
The failor haplefs in the flafh ng wave. 

Nor yet inattive flept thy hand the while, 
Undaunted chiefiain of the milly ifle ; 
Cuchullin’s fleel in warrior blood was dy‘d, 

And death was round him terrible and wide: 

His fword the war, like lightning, overiurn’d, 
When men are blafted, and when hills are burn’d. 
O’er heaps of dead, Dufronnel fnorted loud, 

And ftrong Sith-Fadda bath’d his hoofs in blood, 
Behind their car appear’d the fcene of death 
Like groves o’erturn’d on Cromla’s defert heath, 
When roaring winds acrofs the plain have paft, 

And night’s dim fpirits ride upon the blaft. 
Weep on the rocks of roaring ftorm, 
O beauteous maid of Inniltore ; 
Bend o’er the waves thy lovely form, 
For, ah! the warnor 1s no more. 

Mourn, mourn the defert rocks among, 
Thou fairer than the fpirit pale, ; 

Which on a fun-beam moves along, 

At noon o’er Morven’s filent vale. 

He’s fall’n ! the youth is pale and low, 
Beneath Cuchullin’s {word he lies ; 

No more his valour’s gen’rous glow, 





The happy man. 
To match the blood of kings fhall rife ; 


Trenar, {weet maid, is in his tomb, 
The lovely youth is ever lott, 

His grey dogs howl around their home, 
And fee his plaintive, fhiv’ring ghoit, 

Within his hall the Aranger finds 
His polifh’d bow, unftrung and bare ; 

No found is in his heath of hinds ; 

*Tis all a mournful filence there. 

On comes bold Swaran with impetuous roar, 
As to the rocks a thoufand billows pour ; 

As fome high rock a thoufand billows braves, 

So fierce Cuchullin met the king of waves. 

And now death raifes all his voice around, 

The clathing thields mix dreadful with the found; 
A cloud of darknefs ev’ry hero ftands, 

The {word is fire, which lightens in his hands. 
As o’er the anvil with tumultuous norfe, 

With thund’ring din an hundred hammers rife ; 
From wing to wing the founds of battle fly, 

And the wide fields re-echo to the cry. 

Who, dark and gloomy, like the clouds of rain, 
With fwords of lightning, move acrofs the plain ? 
The rocks are fhook, with all their fhaggy mofs, 
And hills around them tremble as they pafs. 

Who but the king of waves, and Semo’s fon, 
(The car-borne Erin) come all dreadful on ? 
What anxious eyes view dim upon the heath, 
The adverfe warriors meditating death, 

But now within her gather’d clouds, the night 
Conceals the heroes, and delays the fight. 


—2[] ]a— 
The happy man.—By the fame. 


LEST with the joys impaflion’d fathers know, 
And all that heav’n could in a wife beflow ; 
A wife endear’d-to that congenial breail, 
In three {weet prattlers moft {upremely bleft. 
Bleit with enjoyments that on wealih attend, 
And bleft by heav’n with many a focial friend, 
In calm delight, whofe ever-{miling rays 
Spread a {weet fun-thine o’er thy happy days : 
And bleftto know, that, hig enroll’d in fame, 
Ages fhall love and venerate thy name. 
To ev’ry friend thy mem’ry dear fhall be, 
And {weet the fong be, when they fing of thee, 
Oh! read this verfe, where bleflings ail combine, 
And view thylelf in each deferiptive line, 
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Paris, April 3. 


i fame family compaét, by 
which the king of Spain claims 
24,000 men of France, authorifes 
the emperor to demand a fimilar fuc- 
cour of 24000 troops, or 24 millions 
of money, of the court of Verfailles, 
which fuccour was flipulated to be 
granted in cafe the emperor, er the 
allies he is bound to ait, are attack- 
ed. We are aflured, that the count 
de Mercy Argemeau, the imperial 
ambaflador, has received fome frefh 
inftruttions from his court, charging 
him to reprefent to the king of 
France, that he ought to grant the 
required fuccour of 24,000 men, 


London, April 10. 

The budget, which the minifler 
intends opening on Monday {fe’en- 
night, will fhow the national finan- 
ces in a very refpetiable point of 
view. ‘The great attention paid to 
the colleétion of the various taxes, 
and the new regulation inthe differ- 
ent ofhices, have tended to benefit 
the revenue in avery confiderable 
degree, fo much, that it is faid there 
will be a million furplus this year, 
(befides the appropriated one). From 
this furplus, the expenfes attending 
the late armaments will be deduéted, 
which were, ‘in the whole, about 
four hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds; a net fum will then re- 
main, of five hundred and eighty 
thoufand pounds, which, no doubt, 
mr. Pitt will apply in a manner 
highly beneficial to the flate. 

It feems at laft to be generally un- 
derfleod, that the Spanifh armaments 
are defigred to oppofe the progrefs 
of the Rufhan fleet, It certainly is 
neither the intereft of this country or 
of France, that the Turks fhould be 
annihilated, or that the imperialifts 


fhould fucceed in their prefent 
views: and as France cannot inter- 
fere, without rifking a quarrel with 
the houfe of Auftria, nor our court 
take a part without incurring the en- 
mity of the French, it is not inthe 
leaft extraordinary, that both king- 
doms fhould be mere {peftators of 
thofe operations to which they mutt 
fecretly with fuccefs, 

Aprilie. The preparations over 
all the north of 7 ; for emigrat- 
ing to America, are truly alarming : 
not lefs than fix hundred paflengers 
have engaged to fail aboard one 
veflel, the Alexander, captain Pin- 
kerton, now lying at Londonderry, 

The prefent muinifler feems deter- 
mined to tax the luxuries of life— 
the tobacco trade is fpeedily to be 
put under excife—that will be 
followed by an excife on fugars, 
which muft produce an immenfe re- 
venue. 

April 23. Letters from the conti- 
nent by the laft mail aflure us, that 
the famous Paul Jones, who is at 
—— at Copenhagen in Denmark, 

as made an offer of his fervices to 
the emprefs of Ruflia, which has been 
accepted. He is engaged ona very 
advantageous footing, and it is fup- 
pofed will command a divifion in 
the Ruffian fleet. 

At Covent Garden, on Monday 
laft cucumbers were fald at five 
fhillings each ; afparagus at nine fhil- 
lings ; and French beans at four {fhil- 
lings and fix pence, a hundred. 

A letter from Vienna, date March 
24, fays ** At Chatim, a party of 
two thoufand Turks were repulfed 
in an unfuccefsful attack upon our 
troops. 

** A party of Turks embarked at 
New Orfova, with a defign to fur- 
prife one of our advanced pickets, 
but were repulfed with lofs. 

** Count Wartenfleben detached a 
body of Turkith volunteers, to at- 
tack atranfport of two hundred hor- 
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fes loaded with provifions, and 
guarded by one thoufand of their 
countrymen, The volunteers ac- 
guitted themfelves well, took part of 
the provifions, and obliged the Orto- 
mans to retreat precipitately with 
the remainder.” 

The article in the treaty with Hol- 
land, which caufes the prefent demur, 
is that which allows a free naviga- 
tion tothe Dutch fpice iflands. If 
the minifler can accomplifh this, it 
will make his peace with the Eaft 
India company, and reconcile them 
to all his ufurpations. 

The final fignature of the treaty 
between England and Pruffia, will, 
it is confidently faid, be immediately 
followed by a marriage between the 
two royal houfes. 

The queen is now pregnant of 
her fixteenth child. 

April 24. Sit William Pepperel and 
a committee of American loyalilts 
had an interview, on Saturday, with 
mr. Pitt, at his houfe in Downing 
fireet, concerning the future provi- 
fion to be made by government for 
thofe unfortunate people. 

The parliament of Thouloufe, 
who have long and gallantly flood 
up, in defence of their privileges, ex- 
erted themfelves fo much of late a- 
gaint lettres de cachet, that orders 
were fent down to feize the prefi- 
dent! this was done : but before the 
ofhcer could convey away his prifon- 
er, a numerous multitude rofe, and 
contrary to the remonftrances of the 
prefident himfelf, releafed him, In 
the evening, he returned of his own 
accord to the officer, and begged he 
would obey the king’s commands ; 
but the officer, alarmed by the mena- 
ces of the people, who had declared 
that im defence of their privileges, 
thus attacked, they would readily 
meet death, excufed himfelf from 
taking the prefident along with him ; 
and returned to Paris, to report the 
ilfue of his orders, 


The articles of the laft peace are 
thought fo ignominious in America 
that our commanders have been a. 
fhamed to execute them; and al! 
the pofls onthe upper lakes, which 
are the keys of the fur trade, and 
were by the treaty to be given up to 
the congrefs, are {till in our poflefli- 
on ; and, as they have been recently 
fortified and put in order, moft pro- 
bably will remain fo. 

It can hardly be faid that literary 
propenfities are diminifhed. There 
are not fewer than thirty thoufand 
volumes upon fale this year in the 
different catalogues publifhed by the 
London bookfellers, befides thofe of- 
fered for fale in the different parts of 
the united kingdoms. 

The intention of the Spaniards, 
and the account of their armaments, 
are fo far from being unfatisfattory, 
that it has been noiihed to the court 
of Madrid, that no obftacle would 
be throw in the way of fuch inten- 
tion being carried into execution, by 
the Britifh nation. 

The houfe of commons of Ireland, 
on the 8thinft. received a meflage 
from the lords, by two of the judges, 
that their lordfhips had paffed an en- 
groffed bill, for repealing the at of 
the thirty third of Henry the eighth, 
which reftritted a native of that 
country from being lord deputy or 
chief governor of that realm, and de- 
firing the concurrence of the houfe, 
when the honourable mr. Secreiary 
Fitzherbert informed the houfe, that 
he was diretted by his excellency 
the lord-lieutenant, to acquaint the 
houfe, that his majeity having been 
informed of the purport of the faid 
bill, had confented, fo far as his tn 
tereft is concerned, that the houfe 
might do therein as it fhould think 
fit. 

The queftion on the Irifh mint is 
now before the privy council, The 
granting of it is with the preroga- 
tive of the crown. 
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The receipt of taxes lalt year is 
faid to exceed fixteen millions fter- 
ling. 

Yefterday morning, between five 
and fix o’clock, upwards of one hun- 
dred convitts were taken out of New- 
gate, and fent to Woolwich, till the 
ihips are ready to carry them to Bota- 
ny Bay. 

The parliament of Rennes have at 
Jaft regiftered the proteftane edict 
without any alteration. 

‘Tne count de Chalons is recalled 
from exile; and the parliament of 
Thouloufe are ordered to Verfailles. 

The Turkifh army, confilting of 
thirty thoufand men, cantoned in 
Moldavia, and inthe neighbourhood 
of Choczim, 1s in fight of the impe- 
rial army, confifling of twenty four 
thoufand ; and it was expetted, by let- 
tersof the 15th of March, that an 
action would foon take place, 

The fermentation in France in- 
creafes fo rapidly, and the parlia- 
ments and people are fo refolved to 
oppofe the defpotifm which the mi- 
nifter wifhes to eflablih, thar the 
court of Verfailles isin the utmoft 
embarraffiment—fo much fo, thatthe 
moft prefling folicitations of the 
duchefs, in favour of the duke of 
Orleans, have been refufed : and fo 
jealous and apprehenfive of a revolt 
as the minifter, that he hasconvinced 
the king. that it would be dangerous 
to confide the army on the frontiers 
to the prince of Conde: confe- 
quently anocher arrangement mult be 
made. 

It is now under the contemplati- 
on of government, we are well in- 
formed, to repeal or regulate the pe- 
nal fiatutes of this country fill in 
force againfl the cathol:cs, in order 
to reflore them from alenifm, and 
give them the rights aad privileges of 
free-born Engl:{hmen, in conformity 
to what has been done, and is {hill 
doing, thro’ Europe, in favour of ge- 
neral toleration, 





On very refpettable authority we 
have reafon to believe, that the em- 
peror has it in contemplation to give 
up the low countries to France, in 
return for her neutrality in the pre- 
fent war. Itis certain, that the em- 
peror withes to get rid of the Auftri- 
an Netherlands, if he could obtain 
an equivalent. They fret him, be- 
caufe he cannot govern there, as 
abfolutely as in his hereditary domis 
nions ; and having now loft their con- 
fidence, they will be continually 
throwing difficulties in his way, 
flarting obflacles, and remonftrating 
perpetually; this he cannot bear, be- 
ing impatient of contradiétion. 

The Rufhans are {aid to have ap- 
plied to the Dutch for tranfports, and 
to have been refufed by them. 

Our lat letters from the continent 
advife that orders had jult been iffued 
for all Englifh and French vifitors to 
quit the emperor’s army, 

A courier 1s arrived at Verfailles 
from Madrid. His difpatches con- 
tain a pofitive refufal from the king 
of Spain, to permit any Ruffian thip 
of war into the ports of his kingdom, 
with an affurance that if any of 
them remain in the Archipelago, he 
will declare war againit the em- 
prefs. 

Whitehall, April 19. 


Yeflerday afternoon Francis James 
Jackfon, efquire, arrived at the office 
of the marquis of Carmarthen, his 
majefly’s principal fecretary of flare 
for foreign affairs, with the treaty of 
defenfive allianee between his majel- 
ty and the flates general of the u 
nited provinces, which was figned a 
the Hague, on the 15th inftant, by 
his excellency fir James Harris, 
knight of the Bath, his majefly’s am- 
baflador extraordinary and plenipo- 
tentiary to therr high mightinefles, 
and by the deputies of the flates ge- 
neral duly authorifed fur that pur 
pole. 
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The Turks have declared war 
againft Poland, 

No day is yet appointed for tak- 
ing into confideration the petitions a- 
gainft the flavetrade : the Liverpool 
people have a committee now in 
town to condu& the conteft on their 
part. The debates, it is fuppofed, 
will be rather animated and pathetic 
than effectual ; as policy is the oppof- 
ing gr oe which is the defend- 
ent of flavery both at home and 
abroad. The argument, however, 
may be briefly refolved into the 
plain queftion—Are any motives of 
policy fufficient to jullify the pur- 
chafe of our fellow creatures, and 
the ufe of them as flaves ? when that 
as anfwered, the debate is at an end. 

Such is the prefent poflure of af- 
fairs, that we are confidently affured 
miniftry are under the greatelt appre- 
henfions, that a war muft inevitably 
take place in confequence of the Ruf- 
fian fleet pafling into the Mediterra- 
nean. Difpatches have been fent to 
Madrid on this fubje&, and we may 
fhortly expeét to find that naval pre- 
parations will be made, 
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Charlefton, May 31. 

A correfpondent informs us, that 
he has it from the beft authority, 
that the people in the back parts of 
this ftate, are very anxious to get 
the machines for ginning, carding, 
and {pinning cotton among them ; 
they fay that then the major part of 
thofe perfons who are now employed 
in {pinning of cotton, can be taught 
to weave it, afier it is fpun by the 
machines ; and add, that it will take 
but few hands to gin, card, and {pin 
the cotton with the machines, to 
what it does now by manual labour, 
He mentions alfo, that they are de- 
termined to raife raw filk, as they 


fay it will not only command a good 
price, but will be attended with lice 
tle trouble in bringing it to market, 
as is the cafe with bulky articles, 

_ [tis alfo faid to be in contempla- 
tion to encourage the wearing of cot- 
ton velvet throughout the united 
itates, in winter time, which is a 
flronger and warmer wear than 
broad cloth; this will encourage the 
raifing of cotton, and wil! enable the 
northern flates to manufacture all our 
wool into coarfe cloths, for the ufe of 
our flaves, &c, He adds, that if we 
with to be a united people, the ftates 
mutt play into each oiher’s hands as 
much as poflible, asd do all they caa 
to ferve each other, which will ce- 
ment us together, fo that we fhall not 
be nominally, but really a united 
people. It is not doubted but that 
France will manufacture cotton into 
velvet for the ufe of our inhabitanis 
in winter, which will enrich us, and 
as we are in alliance with thei, they, 
by ftrengthening and enriching us, 
will ferve themfelves in an eminent 
degree, 


Richmond, June 18, 

A letter from a gentieman in Phi- 
ladelphia, to his friend in dhis city, 
dated June g, fays: ** A few days 
fince, a gentleman acrived here from 
Spain, who is on his way to Kentuce 
ke at this time, for the purpofe of 
procuring thirteen or fourteen thous 
fand hogtheads of tobacco, which he 
has contracted with the Spaniih go- 
vernment to fupply, and to be deli- 
vered at New Orleans, He brings 
information, that Spain is willing to 
cede to us the navigation of the Mif- 
fillippi, fo foon as we fhall have efta- 
blifhed a permanent government, (oe 
form a treaty with them,”’ 


Philadelphia, Fune 2. 
This day, the convenuon of Vir- 


ginia meets. 
The ogd ult, the convention of 
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South- Carolina agreed to ratify the 
new federal conititution, The votes, 
on putting the quettion, ftood— 

Yeas 149—Nays 73—maj. 76. 

A motion, made by general Sum- 
ter, to pofipone the furcher confider- 
ation of the conftitution, was rejected 
the e1ft,— Yeas 89, Nays 195. 

Some amendments to the conftitu- 
tion were recommended by the above 
convention. 

The ratification of the conflitution 
was celebrated in Charleflon by a 
{plendid procefhon, 

The merchants of Baltimore, to 
exprefs their veneration for his ex- 
cellency general Wafhington, have 

refented him with the litle thip 
‘ederalift, the fame ufed in the late 
proceflion, Captain Barney has fail- 
ed in her to Mount Vernon. 

June 3. The legiflature of Mary- 
Jand has lately pafled an aft diretting 
that certain {pecies of convicts thall 
be employed in working on the 
roads; and another, repealing the 
act for the relief of infolvent debtors, 

Fune 4. By aletier from Balti- 
more we are informed that mr, Pur- 
viance, who was reported to have 
been killed by the favages, was met 
within fifty miles of Sandufky, with 
fourteen prifoners, all well. 

Judge Symes has gone with fifty 
families and as many light horfe, to 
begin a feulement on the Ohio, 

Advices from Rhode Ifland in- 
form, that the party there, in favour 
of federal meafures, is gaining ground 
rapidly. 

June 6. Edmond Pendleton, efq. 
is appointed prefident of the conven- 
tion of Virginia, 

The following article is copied 
from a London paper of the e6th 
March laft : ** By the lateft accouuts 
from the continent we learn, that the 
Indian confederacy, planned and fo- 
mented by mr. M‘Gillivray, begins 
mow to take effect, as molt of the 
qribes on the fronwers, from Georgia 


to the Ohio, are in motion in Vat 
bodies, preparing to fpread terror 
and defolation through the weltern 
fettlements of the united flates of 
America. 

On Saturday laff, the fynod of 
New York and Philadelphia broke 
up, after finifhing their bufinefs, 
During their fefhon, they refolved 
themfelvesinto four fynods, and one 
eneral aflembly or council, The 
Smads are to meet annually in New 
York, Philadelphia, Virginia, and in 
one of the Carolinas, from which 
placesthe fynods are to derive their 
names. The general alembly is to 
meei in Philadelphia. In the paftoral 
letter, agreed to by the reverend fy- 
nod, we hear they have flrongly re- 
commended the difufe of {p:ritous 
liquors—the abolition of negro fla- 
very, with the inflruction of the ne- 
groes in literature and religion—and 
the decifion of all difputes among 
the members of their commumon by 
means of arbitration, after the man- 
ner of the primitive chriftians, and 
of the people called quakers, Should 
this prattice become general among 
all fects of chriflians, how much ume 
would be faved, that is {pent in idle- 
nefs, by plaintiffs, defendents, jurors 
and witneffes at courts—how much 
drinking and gaming would be pre- 
vented, which are praftifed during 
the fellion of courts—how much ex- 
enfe, tll-blood, malice} and even 
oer Be hatreds, would likewife be 
prevented by it—all of which are the 
ufual confequences of law-fuits, Who 
knows but the effeéts of this chriflian 
mode of arbitrating difputes, may 
fpread from chriflians to public bo- 
dies, and that it may prove the means 
of teaching fates and kings the folly 
and madnefs of fettling their dif- 
putes by an appeal to arms ? Greater 
revolutions in the opinions and con- 
dutt of men have often arifen from 
much fmaller caufes, 


A leuwer from Virginia, dated 
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tween five and fourteen years of 
age, and all the fervants of the united 
flates, wore leather breeches, manu- 
fattured in America, a fum not much 
jefs than a million per year would be 
retained in our country, 

‘Lhe manufafiures of America de- 
ferve ferious attention. No man can 
doubt the propriety, and even the du- 
ty, of ufing thofe articles that can be 
made here as low as they can be im- 
ported, Since the introduétion of the 
carding and {pinning machines, it is 
found that jeans can be made fo as to 
underfell thofe imported from Eng- 
land, with the unavoidable charges of 
importation, Every public-fpirited 
man may be fupplied with this article 
at the fatiory, where the fale is very 
rapid ; and purchafes have been made 
by every defcription of the citizens of 
Pennfylvania, by citizens of the ad- 
jacent flates, and by fome foreigners 
of diftinction. Another article calls 
for the moft ferious attention of the 
friends of American manufactures, 
and of every frugal man—ihread, cot- 
ton, and worfled hohtery. Several gen- 
tlemen have made a careful and 1m- 
partial examination of the ftockings 
manufactured in this city, mm Ger- 
maniown, 1 the town and county of 
Lancatter, Bethlehem, and Reading : 
and they find that the thread flock- 
ings made in Pennfylvania, and fold 
generally at a dollar per pair, are of 
the fame finenefs with imported flock- 
ings, which are fold at eight fhillings 
and four pence and eight and fix pence. 
They a!f{o find that mixed flockings, 
of thread an. cotton, made in Penn- 
fylvania, are fold lower in proportion, 
compared with thofe of Great Britain. 
Betides this difference in price, it is 
a well known faA, that three pair of 
Pennfy}vania-made flockings will wear 
longer than four pair of thofe import- 
ed, There are now about two ho 
dred and fifty Rocking looms in the 
different parts of the city and flate, 
each of which inakes,on a medium, 
one pair and a half of ftockings every 
day. Thefe, dedicting Sundays, will 
amount to 117,37,, pair per annum, 
which, at feven fh:llings and fix pence 
a pair, are £.44,015 12 6. The in- 
creafe of wool and flax—the redudtion 
of labour, provifions, and rents—the 
cultivation of cotton in the fou:hern 
flates—and, above all, the ufe of ma- 
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chines to card, and fpin, and twift 
cotton thread, will greatly promote- 
this article, of which, at two pair to 
each perfon annually, the united flates 
require a yearly fupply of near fix 
millions of pairs—a capital domeftic 
demand, certain, and ftead ly increaf- 
ing with our population, The charges 
on imported holiery, under the gene- 
ral impoft of five per cent. w:!l be 
twenty three per cent, exciufive of 
any profit to the importer or retailer. 
Should the adoption of the general 
government tempt any, either Ameri- 
cans or foreigners, to pufh manufac- 
tures here, this branch promifes great 
profit, and will, no doubt, be among 
the firft chat will engage their atten- 
tion, 

The 17th int, after an abfence of 
nine years, arrived in Boflon, from 
England, his excellency John Adams, 
efquire, late ambaflador fromm the unit- 
ed flates of America, to the court of 
Great Britain—with his lady. 

A {pecimen ofa piece of corduroy 
manufactured at Beverly, has been 
exhibited 1o the honourable legiflature 
of Maflachufeis, Its texture and co- 
hour are equal to any imported from 
Europe—and, we hear, it can be af- 
forded by the manufatturers, at two 
thirds of a dollar per yard, 

Fune o8. The oift. inflant the fe- 
deral conflitmtion was agreed to by 
the convention of New Hampfhire. 
The votes were—Yeas, 57. Nays, 46. 

Fune 30. Laft Wedneiday, the con- 
vention of Virginia ratified the fe- 
deral conititution, Yeas 88—nays 78, 

6b ESS 0 
MARRIAGES, 

In Philadelphia, mr. Benjamin 
Morris, to mifs Strettle. Mr. Deniz 
el Depuy to mifs Polly Meredith.— 

ot SSS “> 
DEATHS. 

At Burlington, William Pyne, efq. 
late of Exeter, in Ergland, Mrs, Hef- 
ter Hopper. 

In Philadelphia, mrs, Catharine 
Nichols, wife of Wiailliam Nichols, 
efquire. 

At Holliffon, A, AZ. 96, mr. Sa- 
muel Daniels, who has left a living 
progeny of above 100 perfons. 

In London, the rev. Charles Wef- 
ley, A.M. A.A, 81. 

In Paris, April 13, the celebrated 
count de Buffon, 





SP ar Te oe Oe: SB. 


Papers elucidating the rife and progre/s of the American revolution. 
Circular letter from the fpeaker of the houfe of reprefentatives of MafTa- 


chufetts-bay Su. ~ ‘ a = 579 
Declaration of the rights of the colonills of America, e 680 
Addrefs to the king of England, o a m é Bi 
Memcrial to the houfe of lords, - ° Be 582 

Poetry, 

The battle between Swaran and Cuchullin, ° . 583 
The happy man, - : . . é : 58> 
Mifcellantes, 

Remarks on the different ideas of mankind, with refpe& to the term 

ms bufinefs,”’ - - e - - - 5°7 
Laws made in the dominion of New Haven, - ° e 522 
Letter from lord Montague to general Moulirie, - : 534 
Reply to ditto, - - - - te 525 

Phyfical papers. 
Effay upon the unufual produ€tion of animals, o - = 499 
Some account of a horfe wiih a living {nake in his eye, - - 503 
The true nature and caufe of the tails of comets, - - ibid. 
Account of the aurora borealis, - - - . 536 
Conjectures on the caufes of the earthquakes of New England, - 567 
General reflexions on earthquakes. - - - - 574 

Political /quids. 

Peter Prejudice’s complaint of his taylor, - ° - 524 
The wheelbarrow-men’s objections to the new conftitution, - - 526 
On punifhment of crimes, 

Confiderations on a late law of Pennfylvania, - - - 509 
Remarks on the employment of convitts, - - - 513 

Obfervations on the itriking advantages of fentencing conviéls to hard la- 

bour and folitude, - - - - - 534 

Rural concerns, 
Obfervations on filk-worms, = - a ts ‘ 516 
Letter on the culture of Tartary oats, » « . ° 519 
Letter on the ufe of fmall-beer, - - - - 520 
Account of the palma chrifti, - « - . - ire 
Sattricals, 
Ne futor ultracrepidam, = - - + - - = 428 
Speech on the learned languages, : - - - 538 
Anfwer to the preceding {peech, - - - - 54t 
The old bachelor, - - - - ° © $5 
Political /peculations. 
Addrefs to the convention of Virginia, - - - 544 
Remarks on the propofed fyftem of federal government, - - 54% 
Addrefs to the people of the flateof New York, - = - 554 


Public papers. 


Charge of the mayor of New York to the grand jury, - - 539 
Petition of the quakers of New England tothe aflembly of Rhode [fland, 538 

















Index to the Third Volume. 


Account of a remarkable earth- 


quake, 2) 2—203—294 
Achilles, the fhield of, 483 
Addrels toa man of lively, but 

unequal {piritsin converiauon, 
A& of the French king’s coun- 

cil of tate for the encourage- 
ment of the commerce of 

France with the united flates 


192 


of America, 269 
Addrefs of the houfe of dele- 
gates of Maryland, to the go- 

vernor thereof, 472 
to the convention of Vir- 

ginia, 544 
——— o the people of New 

York, 554 

t—a—ato the king of England, 581 
>———ot the grand jury of Eden- 

fon, 72 


———cf Morgan Lewis, efq. 
to newly-admuted members of 
the Cincinnau, 

——10 the moority of 
convention 
nia, 


112 
the 
of Pennfylva- 
™ 
__ 158 —242—355 
— to the citizens of the 
united fates, 
tothe freemen of South 
Carolina, 
tothe people of Mary- 
la d, : - 419 
to the convention of Vir- 
ginta, ee 
Advice to the inhabitants of the 
united ftates, 
Agricultural intereft in America, 
increaling influence of the 
Air of America drier than that 
of Europe, 
Amanda, verfes to, 983 
Amendments propofed to the 
federal conft cuton by the con- 
vention of Maffachuferts, 162 
America, the genius of, 278 
American crifis, No. I. 6 
American manufactures, form of 


42 





413 








an affociation in favour of, 89 
Anecdote ot 
Anfwer toa riddle, 192 
Antifederal arguments, 77 
Aurora borealis, account of 

the, 29, 536 
Apple-trees, to prevent the de- 

{truction of, by canker worms, 9374 
Bachelor, the feafaring, 185 


Barbadoes, number of the inha- 
bitants of, 
Barley, remarks onthe culture of, 





Battle between Swaran and Cu- 
chullin, 
ees wax, an important article 
to America, 

Bon mot, 

Brandywine, the, 

Bulinefs, different ideas of man- 
kind, refpecting, 

Capitulation for the furrender of 
Amlierdam to the Pruflian 
troops, 


Caterpillars, method of deftroy- 





ing, 
Character of an old maid, 
of a pedantic fchool 
mailer, 

Charve of the mayor of New 
York to the grand jury, 

Chimnies—direttions to prevent 
them from {moking, 

Circular letter, which gave rife to 
the mecting of the firilt Ame- 
rican congrefs, 

Credit indifpenfibly neceflary to 
government, 

Crimesand pnnifhments, thoughts 
on, 

Crops, remarks on the change 
and courfe of, 

Coercion, a power of, effential 
to government, 

Comet, obfervations on a lately 
difcovered, 

Company, evil, 

Confederation, remarks on the 
defetts of the articles of, 

Confidence ina man belongs to 
a fool, ina woman to a fille 
de joe, 

Confequences of American inde- 
pendence, 21, 


Confiderations on the law of 
Pennfylvania for altering the 
penal code 

Confolation 

Costentment, thoughts on, 

Cotton, thoughts on the culture 
and manufacture of, 

Declaration of the rights of the 
colonifls of America, 

De Hart, lieut. elegy on, 

Defcription of a water fpout, 
ee 3°75 312, 313, 

Digitalis purpurea, leuer relative 
to the, 

Diftitiation of perfimons, procefs 
of the, 

Drift-fand, thoughts on the ufe 
of, a3 manure, 


for the old bachelor, ; 


534 


148 


22 


Duties on imports impofed by ihe 
{tate of Virgimia, 

Earthquakes of New England, 
oblervations and conjetwures 
on the, 291, 302.—lHitlorical 
account of the, 

Earthquakes of New England, 
conjettures on the cauies of 
the, 

Earthquakes, general reflexions 


on ' 

Effetts of the late arret of the 
court of France, remarks on 
the, 

Eletirical thock given by means 
of air, 

Eletiricity and fire differ in fome 
refpetts, and in others agree, 
Elettrical battery of dr. Priett- 

ley, account of the, 

Elegy 

Emeralds found in the Cherokee 
country, 

Ep:demical diforders, danger of 
introducing, 

Epiltle, fragment of an, 

Epiftle, monitory, to a lady, 

Effay upon the unufual produc: 
tron of animals, 

Fihelgar, a Saxon poem, 

Extract from infiructions of the 
inhabitants of the town of Ply- 
mouth, to Thomas Foiler, 
efq. 


Index, 


103 


Eye-glafles improved by Dolland, 2g 


Farmers of Pennfylvania, hint to 
the, 

Farming, notes on, 

Farm-yard, mode of managing 
a, 42: premium for the plan 
of a, 

Federal conflitution, curfory re- 
marks on the, 

Female education, addrefs, rela- 
tive to, 

Female conviéts, thoughts on the 
management of, 


Figure of the earth, thoughts on 


the, 118 
Fire, method of fecuring houfes 

from, 400 
Floods in South Carolina, effecis 

of the, 916 

Folly of being anxioufly curious 

to enquire what is faid of usin 

our abfence, 150 
Funding fyltem of I Pennfylvania, 

view of the probable elfetis 

of the, 180-—245 


Georgium Sidus, the name given 


to the planet Herfchel, by the 
Brith allronomers, 

Gordon, lord George, fentence 
of, 

Grey mare the better horfe, 

Greene, general, eulogium on, 

Grotto at Swatara, defcription 
of the, 

Gum of the perfimon tree, pre- 
mium offered for 
the, 

Haldimand, governor Frederic, 
fentenced to pay = 
illeval rmprifonmer 

Happy man, the, 

Height of the white mountains 
of New Hampthire, 

Hemp, thoughts on the culmre 
of, ay 

Herichel, account of the planet, 

Limt to the farmers, 

Hiflory, direttions for rom ding 

Human cak ull, 
folvent for, 

Humanity towards negroes, lau- 
dabie iniiance of, 

Hurricanes, thoughts on, 

Ignorance, or ation In pra fe of, 

Importance of a good charafter 

Imports into Jamaica, from the 
united fates of America, from 
Dec. 1786, to March 18, 
1787, 


collet ing 


for an 


meftimable dif. 


Tmpotior, anecdote of an, 
Impover fhed land, mode of im- 
proving, 
Impromptu, 
Independence of 
trronin 
Indian, the dying 
Ind: an, {peech of an, 
Indigo fucceeds weil in 
Jerfey and Pennfylvania, 


Ar erica, 


noration of, io, 


ora- 
comme 


A’ 
ivew 


Inoculation for the finall-pox, of 


old date among the negroes, 
Infolvent debtor, rec:pe for an, 
Inflru€iions for fine ladies, 
—for tine gentlemen, 
Jamaica, amownt of the produce 
of, 
Kentneke, the banks of, 
Landed intereft Ike 





ty fe be pre- 


dominantinthe general leg:{la- 
ture. under the new conllicu- 
tron, 

Laura, ode to, 


Law cafe—Saunders verfus Bile 
bane. 

Law cafe—Forward verfus Pitt- 
wood, 


2 


47—t147 


265 
412 
t 


4 


€ 9 














Index. 


600 
Law cafe—William and Eliza- 
beth Bayard verfus Spyers 
Singleton, 371 
Law report—Hay verfus Haldi- 
mand, 84 
Laws made in the dominion of ¢ 
New Haven, 523 
Letture upon eyes, 132 
Letiure upon nofes, 134 
Letter from the hon. B. Lin- 
coln, efq. tothe hon, F, War- 
ren, efq. relative to grafting 
fruit trees, and the growth of 
vegetables, 39 
Letter from mr. Gerry to the 
vice-prefident ofthe Maflachu- 
fetts convention, 197 
Letter to the congrefs of the 
united ftates, 268, 269 
Letter to governor Randolph, 61 
Letter from ditto, thid, 
Letter from general Wafhing- 
ton, 76 
Letter to the hon, R. H. Lee, 
efquire, 78 
Letter from the hon, Robert 
Yates and the hon. John Lan- 
fing, efq. to gov. Clinton, 156 
Letter from mr, Lambert to mr. 
Jetlerfon, 368 
Letter from dr. Ruth to dr. 
Ramfay, 418 
Letter to the different courts in 
the wellern country, 435 
Letter from captain Sullivan to 
the Spanifh minifler at New 
York, 436 
Letter from the fame to governor 
Pinckney, 437 
Letter from lord Montague to 
general Moulirie, 534 
Letter from general Moultrie to 
lord Montague, 535 
Light, obfervations upon an hy- 
pothefis for folving the pheno- 
mena of, 203 
Lightning and thunder ftorms, 
theory of, 226 
Madeira wine a fpecific againft 
nervous fevers, 58 
Manure, mode of colleéting, 42 
Marine force of France, 194 
Marine falt, excellent manure, 124 
Marriage, letter on, 50 


Marriages, reflexions on un- 


happy 90 
Memorial to the houfe of lords, 582 


Memoranda, 
Meridian mark, new method of 
placing a, 


481 


28 


Mellage from governor Sullivan 
to the general court of New- 
Hamplhire 457 
from the prefident and 
the fupreme executive council 
of Pennfylvania, to the gene- 





ral afllembly, 460 
Monkey, the, who fhaved himfelf 
and his friends, £79 
Mud, remark on the ufe of, as 
manure, 411 
Mulical pretenders, thoughts on, 1 
Natural hiftory, remarks on, 184 
Negro girl, and mulatto boy, 
(motleyscoloured) account of 
* a . 87 
Negroes multiply in warm cli- 
mates in a greater proportion 
than in cold, 407 
Negro flavery, letter relative to, 405 
Nervous fevers, thoughts on, 57 
Newfpaper difputes, mode of 
condutting, 51 
Newfpapers, advantages of, 270 
Note prefented by mr. Grenville 
to the countde Montmorin, 99 
Oak, the moft proper wood for 
making pot-alh, 45 
Objettions to the new conftitution 
by governor Randolph, 69 
Obfervations on the advantages 
of fentencing criminals to hard 
labour and folitude, 514 
Old bachelor, 89, 119, 267, 565 
Oneida Indians, talk of the, 449 
Opoflum, account of the, 53 
Orb, an all-furrounding, obfer- 
vations tending to preve the 
exiftence of, 213 
Oxen in hufbandry, advantages 
of the ufe of, 264—455 
Palma chrifli, account ofthe, 521 
Partial confederacies incompa- 
tible with the happinefs and 
welfare of America, 67 
Particulars of a well regulated 
female education, 26 
People of Virginia, addrefs to, 92 
elhien, memoir on the dif- 
tillation of, 135 
es ~ op ai from 
ohn Livinglton, &c. » 448 
Podium of Daniel Shays = * 
Eli Parfons to the legiflature of 


Mallachufetts, 456 
Petition of the quakers to the af- 

fembly of Rhode If{land, 538 
Petition of a number of blacks 

to the legiflature of Maffachu- 

fetts, 410 











Philadelphia fociety for promot- 
ing agriculture, conflitution of 


the, 

Placard of the burgomaflers of 
Amfterdam, 

Population of France, 

of the united flates, 

Pot-afh, method of making, as 
i in Hungary and Po- 
and, 

Prayer by the rev. William Ro- 

ers, 

Prejudice’s (Peter) complaint of 
his taylor, 

Premiums propofed by the fociety 
for promoting agriculiure, 

Premiums offered by tbe fociety 
for political enquiries, 

Proceedings of Rhode Ifland re- 
lative to the federal conftitu- 
tion, 

Proceffion in Bofton, account of, 

Proclamation by the governor of 
New York, 

Pulverifed bones, thoughts on the 
ufe of, as manure, 

Queries of dr, Franklin, relative 
to lighr, 

Queries relative to the flamp a&, 

Ratification of the federal con- 
ftitution by the flate of Con- 
neflicut, 

Ratification by the flate of Maf- 
fachufetts, * 

Ratification by the fate of Geor- 

ia 

Rain at Charlefton, calculation 
of the, 

Reflexion, thoughts on the plea- 
{ures of, 

Receipts and payments under the 
Scadion {yftem, 

Remarkable effects of an earth- 
quake, 

Remarks on the propriety of em- 
ploying convicts, in clearing 
the navigation of obftrutted 
rivers, 

Remarks on the propofed fyftem 
of federal government, 

Report of the deputies of North- 
ampton county, 

Report of the managers of the 
Pennfylvania fociety for the 
encouragement of manufatures 
and the ufeful arts, 

Refolves propofed to the late fe- 
deral convention by mr, Pat- 
terfon of New Jerfey, 

Refolves of the general alfembly 





Index. 601 


173 


97 
441 
453 


45 


513 


of Conneéticut, relative to go- 


vernor Trumbull, 95 
Refolves of the inhabitants of ~ 
Chowan and Edenton, 71 
Refolves of the inhabitants of 
Northampton, 74 
Refolves of the tradefmen of 
Bofton, 76 
Refolves of the inhabitants of 
Wilmington, 104 
Refolves of the legiflature of 
North Carolina, 198 
Refolutions of the houfe of bur- 
gefles of Virginia, 47° 


Refolutionsof the houfe of affem- 
bly of the province of Penn- 
fylvania, 472 
Refolutions of the lower houfe 
of affembly in the province of 


Maryland, 
Riddle, ve 
Riot in New York, particulars 

of the, 339 
Riot at Carlifle, particulars of 

the, 283 
Rotation of crops, extremely be- 

neficial to land, 124 
Rye, culture of, calculated for 

poor land, 124 
Sacred hiftory, remarks on, 184 
Seafons moralized, 185 


Scammel, Alexander, epitaph on, 277 
Scarcity root, memoir on the cul- 


ture, ufe, and advamtages of 

the, 257 
Sheep, hint on the management 

of, 4qit 
Ship building in America, re- 

marks on, 440 
Silk worms, obfervations on, 5:16 
Silk, letter on the culture of, 86 
Sinking fund, efficacy of a, 18t 
Slavery, petition againtt, 127 
Small beer, advantages of the ge- 

neral ufe of, 520 


Snake ina horfe’s eye, account 


of a, 5°3 
Song, 275 
Sonnet, “989 
South Carolina, fketch of the 

climate, water, and foil of, 316 


Sound attends the aurora borea- 


lis, 29 
Speech of Ol. Elfworth efy. 334,338 
Speech of the rev. mr. Shute, 343 
Speech of mr. Symmes, 344 
Speech of the rev. mr. Thacher, 347 


Speech of mr. Barrel, 352 
Speech of the rev. mr, Stillman, 253 
Speech of mr, Ames, a8 





te ay 





Eo2 


Speech of governor Hanceck to 
the legiflature of Maffachu- 





Index. 


fetrs, ; 461 
Speech of governor Clinton to 

both houfes of the legiflature of 

New York, 4 58 
Speech of a ftanding member, 165 
Speech on the learned languages, 

. 538, 54! 

Speech of governor Huntington, 

to the legiflauure of Connett- 

cut, 463 
Speech delivered by a miniiter to 

his people, in the town of 

in the ftite of Maflachu- 

fetts, abs 
Spider’s thrdad, applied by mr, 

Rittenhoufe, to a tranlit tele- 

{cope, ; 29 
Spain, remarks on the conductof, 433 
Steers, mode of breaking them 

to the draft, in a few days, 48 
Steel, method of making, thid, 
Sweet {prings in Virginia, expe- 

riments on the 3° 
Sumach berries, on the prepara 

tion and advantages of, 975 
Swallows, thoughts on the re- 

treat of, 45, 
Sutor, ne ultra crepidam, 528 
Tartary oats, thoughts on the 

culture of, 519 
Teapot, meditations on a, 376 


Throat diflemper, letter relating 
to, 53—frik 


appearance in 


America was in 1735, ibid. 
moved wellerly, 2id.—more 
fatal in the country than in 
grcat towns, 54—fymptoms, 54 


—fuccelsful in thod of cure, 55 
Thunder cloud, Curious accuuntl 

of a, 239 
Fornadoes, account of, 116 


Trees grow downwards, 4°, 41 
Tr ambull, gov. Jonathan, Te- 
figns his otfice, at 73 years of 
age, 32. His parting attetti- 
onate addrefs to the affembly, 
&c. of Connetticur, - tbid. 
Unied flates, true interet of the, 442 
Unned flates, comparative view of 


the extent of the, 453 
Vernon, mount, 482 
Wars in Guinea chiefly occafion- 

ed by the flave trade, 4°9 


Walle of matter in the fun and 
fixed fiars, obfervations on 


the, 206 
Water fpouts, theory of, 3c6 
Wheelbarrow-men’s objeions 

to the new continution, 526 
W bite mountainsof New Hamp- 

fhire, defer ption of the, 128 


Whuitheld, George, anecdote of, 276 
W ide chimmes, hable to {mok- 


ing, 125 
Wind and water fpouts, conjec- 
tures relative to, 113 


Yorke, fir Jofeph, anecdote of, 27 








